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BIRTHS. 


On the 12th March, at Canton, the wife of J. A. 
SumMeErs, Tung Wén Kwan, of a son. [v5 
At Singapore, on the 8rd instant, the wife of J. F. 
BO, of a son. 
MARRIAGES. 

On the Lith inst., at StyJohn's Cathedral, [Tong- 
kong, by the Rev. R. F. Cobbold, assisted Iv the 
Kev. G. H. Davies, Herpert Hf. Toop, of Manila, 
youngest son of the late Rey. T. Todd, rector of 
Newton, Lincolnshire, to ADeLAIpE, daughter of 
Daniel EarnxsAaw, Esq., C E., of Manila. [aud 

On the 12th inst., at St. Veter’s Church, by. the 
Rev. A. Iliff, Frank Mavaew Ricnarpson, of 
London, England, to May, youngest daughter of 
William Horton, Hongkong. {707 

DEATHS. 

On the 30th January, at Bury St. Edmunds, 
Major THoMAS CARROLL Dempster, A.P.D., late 
28th Regiment, and formerly Acting Captain Super- 
intendent of Potice at ILongkong. 

At Shanghai, on the oth March, 1896, FREDERICK 
WILLIAMS WHITNEY, aged 39 years. 


ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


The American mail of the 15th February 
arrived, per P. M. steamer Gaelic, on the 14th 
March (28 days). -s- 
a 

EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


The Times correspondent at Odessa states 
that the despatch of Russian troops to the 
Far East actively continues, although the force 
there already exceeds 90,000 men. 


F A Seoul telegram of the 27th February states 
that it has been decided, in accordance with 
the wish expressed by the King of Korea, to 
remove the Japanese troops from the yicinity 
of the Palace. 


HONGKONG, WEDNESDAY! 


AND | 


18rx MARCH, 


od 


The patient from the steamer Wingzang, who | 
was taken to the quarantine hospital at Singa- 
-+ pore suffering with bubonic 
Mpitome of the Week, be... cis seserstersereeseeeen ees 225 5th March. No other case has been reported " remaining 
amongst the quarantined passengers. : 


The N.C. Daily News says the widow of the , 
i late Admiral Ting, of the ill-fated Peiyang fleet, ; jthe adoption of|electrical tramways was rejected. 
j committed suicide on the 16th ultimo at Hofei, :|The papers received as yet do not contain a 
Anhui, on the occasion of tht interment of the ;|report.of the discussiop upon the subject. 

late Admiral’s remains. | 


ague, died. on the 
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No. 12. 


A serious outbreak of rinderpest has destroyed 


-most of the cattle of the Hongkong Dairy 
\\Farm Co., Limited, and it is feared that the 


imals will also be attacked. 


At the annual meeting of the Shanghai rate- 
ayers held on|the 10th March a resolution for 


The report of the Shanghai and Hongkew 


The new Chinese loan of £16,000,000 has ; Wharf Co. for 1895 shows that after payment of 


Chinese Customs Service. 


Japan is issuing bonds {o the amount of 


35,000,000 ven for expenses connected with the ; 


late war. ‘I he bonds bear five per cent. interest 


The contract - 
: provides that no changes shall be made in the {forward from 


| been concluded with the Anglo-German syn- ian interim dividend of Tls. 8 per share in 


13) ‘dicate, in which the Hongkong and Shanghai .|August the profit and loss account gives a 
2{ Bank is the leading membir. 


credit balanve| (including Tis. 12,027 brought 
894) of Ts. 51,673, which it is 


ijproposed to divide among the holders of the 
8,601 new shares of the Company, representing 


2,807 old shareb—T's. 18 per old share. 
A Chantabodm correspondent of the Rangkok 


and are for 100 yen each, payment being made || Times writes :}-The French contemplate the 
in eight instalments, stretching over a period } construction of a road between this and Bat- 


of eight mouths. 


In our Canton Notes will 


treaty port. 
little premature the fact of the China Merchants 


| establishing an office at Wuchow may be taken 
1 as very good proof that the openiuy of the port 


will not be loug delayed. 


The report of Geo. Feuwick & Co.. Limited, 
for 1495, shows a net profit of S23,7-4, to 
which has to be added $12,194 brought forward 
from 1894. From this amount it is proposed 
to pay a dividend of 10 par cent., or $18,000, 
and, after payment of consulting committee's 
and uuditors fees. to placé $4,000 to reserve 
and carry forward S16-490. 


The report of the China Sugar Refining Co.. 
Limited, for last year has been issued. Owing. 
tothe general ‘depression in the sugar trade, 
the curtailment of the local demand hy the 
China-Japan war, and the’ scarcity of water 


during the spring, the year's working resulted | 


in a logs of $244,532, aftar an allowance of 
$50,000 made by the General Agents. 


The Japanese Ambassador appointed to pro- 
ceed to St. Petersburg to be present at the 
coronation of the Czar Nicholas IT. has left 
Japan and is travelling in the French mail 
steamer Melbourne. Wis Imperial Highness 
Prince Fushimi No Muja is accompanied by 


the Marquis Tokugawa, several other nobles, | 


and a suite of naval and military officers. 


Proclamations have been issued at; Canton 
with reference to the manufacture and export 
of fraudulent English and: Dutch coiis. We 
believe this has become quite an important 
industry, the low price of'silver as compared 
with the rate at which the token coins of that 
metal circulate giving the counterfeiters a good 
profit without their having to resort to the use 
of base metals. - 


In the fire at the Club Concordia a Kobe on 
the 3rd March the whole of the library was 
destroyed. This is the most serious |loss that 
the Club has sustained, as, besides other depart- 
ments, it possessed a rewarkably extensive col- 
lection of works on Japan| and many of these 
it will be impossible uow to replace. The 
library is rourhly aa as being. worth at 


Jeast 10,000 dollars. 


|tamboug, and|the erection of a telegraph line 


he feanacwe along the rou 


: (statement that Wuchow has heen declared a | 
Although that statement is a | 


Extra barracks are also being 
built at Paknam, Chantaboon, in anticipation 
of the early advent of more European troops . 
from Saigon.| The entire forceof French 
troops at present in Chantaboon consists of 
ninety Europeans, all told, and 300 Annamite 
atirailleurs. = | : 

The Viceroy at Canton has supported the 
Prefect at uchow in the statement put 
forward in the proclamation! issued by the 
latter with reference to Mr. Andrew's cuse, 
namely, that after goods taken into the interior 
under transit pass have passed into the hands 
of Chinese purdhasers they can be taxed by the 
uative authorities to any extent, thus placing 


_trausit pass goods in a worse position than 


goods not so eee _ The matter has again 
been referred t | Peking. 


We hear from Chinese sources that. the pre- 
sent Viceroy at; Canton is meditating carrying 
out Chang Chih-tunog's project of continuing 
the bund aloug, the whole length of the city 
facing the river, If this is done it will bea 


} great improvement and a boon toall, facilitating 


movement of pdssengers and cargo. Another - 
improvement would be a bridge connecting 
Cantou and Hoham, which would save loss of 
life and free the river from obstruction by 
numberless small ferry boats. 
When the Nip| on Yusen Kaisha was propos- 
ing to open its service to Europe subsequent to 
the war, says the Yorozu, foreign shipping firms 
were not slow in making preparations against this 
new competitor. Now that it has been decided 
to despatch the Tosa-maru, the English and _ 
French mail steamship companies are showing a 
determined front to oppose the N.Y.K. and have 
reduced their freight from 30 or 37 shillings a 
ton to 25 shillings, likely to be reduced further 
even to 20 shillings. This had been expected 
by the N.Y.K. and is not to be wondered - at. 
But the opponents being the two great firms 
who have monopolized thé Japan-Europe service 
for many years, ‘the Japanese would do well to 
sacrifice their small temporary interests and sup- 
port the cause of the Japanese firm, so as to hold 
the monopoly in their own hands. If the new 
enterprise fails, it will be not only a loss to the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, but also a great disgrace 
as well as a great loss to the empite of Japan.— 
Japan Gazette, : 
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enforcement of sanitary by-laws involving a | ment of its own'affairs. The bitter hostility 


great deal of expense and trouble and/ to of the present adniinistration to anything in 


the general uncertainty as to~ what--will | 


be required next. Had it not been for 
the recent sanitary legislation a rise 
of from twenty to thirty per cent. 
in the value of Chinese property might 
reasonably have been expected during. the 
past twelve months, ‘The enforced ex- 
penditure imposed upon landlords has also 
a tendency to enhance rents, which are 
already so high as seriously to affect trade, 
for high rents are one of the greatest draw- 
hacks the colony suffers from. ‘The action 
taken by the Sanitary Board likewise inter- 
feres, or may interfere, with the growth of the 
population. At the present time there is 
an appreciable exodus going on, due, not to 
fear.of the plague, but to fear of the Sani- 
tary Board. In that way, the labour supply 
of the culony may he affected.- We have no 
complaint to make of the action which has 
been taken. On the contrary we freely 
acknowledge that the measures that have 
been a‘lopted have. been necessary to mect 
a great emergency and that all the 
officials who have been engaged on the work 
of extirpating the plague and rendering its 
recurrence in epidemic form an impossibility 
merit the thanks of the colony. If we had 
had a Sanitary Board composed exclusively 
of landlords they could hardly, in their own 
interests, have done otherwise than adopt | 
similar “measures, The plague has done, 
and is duing, what the cholera did for Ieng- 
land, nanely, opening the eyes of the public’ 
to the paramount importance of sanitation, 
But the conditions which have justified the | 
recent action will change, the emergency 
will pass, and we will still, if the proposals 
of the Government are carried out, he Icft 
with a Sanitary Board composed of officials: 
and endowed with enormous powers. .T 
suppose that such a system will not he de- 
trimental to the interests of trade and pro- 
perty is as absurd as it would be to suppose 
that if you place yourself within reach of a 
” devil fish it will not close its tentacles around 
you. In what direction the detriment night 
be applied is shown by what is taking place 
ut the present time in the depreciation of 
Chinese property and the partial exodus of 
the Chinese population. We know what 
officialdom is in all its departments; the 
men may be good, but the system is bad. 
To take one or two recent instances, A 
proposal to regulate British slipping out of 
the Chinese emigration trade is advanecd 
in a light and airy fashion as if it were 
really a matter of no particular consequence, 
but when the.comimunity wants a flagstaff 
put up at Kowloon to signal approaching 
vessels it takes years of agitation and a 
special commission to overcome official ob- 
struction. So again in financial matters, if 
it is a question of increasing official salaries 
or granting exchange compensation there is 
never much difficulty in finding the money, 
in fact it must be found, but if it is a case of 
constructing a public road urgently re- 
quired for the public convenience, theu 
we are told there are no funds avail- 


able. It is characteristic of officialdom to 
do those things which it ought not 
to do and to leave’ undone those 


things which it ought -to do, and the 
administration on that principle of the 
enormous powers that have of late been 
conferred on the Sanitary Board cannot-fail 
to prove more or less disastrous. - 
Hongkong, beingso favourably situated as 
it is, must make some progress, not withstand- 
ing official obstruction, butif it is to progress 
atits highest possible rate the community will 
have to take the bull by the horns and 
-dnsist upon having some voice in the manage- 


| hel 


‘Council could be secured for the colony the 


the nature of free institutions almost raises 
a doubt as to whether after all a Military 
Governor with a Municipal Council} would 
not constitute the best machinery for the 
‘well-ruling and governing ‘of the (colony. 
When this idea wes last br 

Witrram Des Va:ux’s cae it was strongly 
‘opposed in this column,! because 
not then given up! all 


Cfovernor, nor‘are we yet qrepared| to for- 
mally recant the opinions expressed at 
that time, for the subject is a] serious 
one and calls for mature  cansidera- 
tion. It may he better to bear |the ills 
we have than fly to others we know not 
of, but ths idea suggests itself that the 
dreaded yoke of a Military Governor could 
hardly be more galling than our! present 
voke, and if hy the change a Municipal 


adyanteges would seem to he in its) firvour. 
A Civil Governor witha Municipal Gouneil is 
what we should like to see, but, if that can- 
not be obtained, a Military Goverdor with 
a Manicipal Council night be accepted with 
eratitude, The colony got on very well 
under General Cameron and {General 
Barker when those offiedrs adniinistered 
the Covernment, and if the Cenelral Com- 
manding were permanently placed at the 
head of the civil adminiktration| a very 
considerabl + economy wotlld he | effected, 
For the present, however] the fight must 
be waged on the Sanitary! Board] Bill, the 
larger questions being left over until 
the colony has won its point in |refereuce 
to that mecnsure, As we remarked on a 
previous oecazion, the Bill, which {the Gov- 
ernment is now secking to pass ip fraught 
with grave peril to the interests of] property 
and the tra le of the calony. 
IT, 

At the necting of tie Sanitary Board on 
Thursday Jr Crank, the Medtehl Officer 
of Health, in the course of a sitement as to 
the work being done in connection with the 
plague, stated that in the cleansing of houses 
the furniture was not thrown oft of the 
window as a rule. Whereat the Sanitary 
Board Jaughed. The allusion; was ap- 
parently to some remarks which} appeared 
in this column with reference ta the danger 
of allowing the Sanitary Board fo hecome 
an eutirely official body, 


vecurred during the epidemic of | 1894, and 
having occurred once if may octur again, 
but to avuid any misapprehension} we hasten 


to state that we had no intention ofsuggesting 
that it was actually being repeated at the 
present time in connection with the cleansing 
operations now in progress. Tha point we 
wished to make was that the administration 
of the sanitary laws of the colony] might be 
conducted in such a way as to ifflict great 


hardship on the population and that it was 


desirable the Board should be cqmposed of | 
' In a great 
emergency the infliction of hardship may -be 
inevitable and in that case must .not be 
flinched from, but where such large powers 


unofficials as a protection. 


are conferred as in the case of the Sanitary 
Board the control of their administration 


should be vested in representatives of the 
public.. In the meantime it ‘is satisfactory 
to know that our remarks have had the 
happy effect -of enabling Dr. CLARK to 
heguile the Sanitary Board into the un- 


wonted indulgence of a Inugh. 


The Hangyang Ironworks have commenced 
operations, smelting 150g ore. = 5, 


oached,| in Sir. 
we. 


hppe of 
| obtaining a Municipal Couneil with |a Civil 


.é 


The throwing of 
furniture out of the windows of hibuses sub- 
jected to official visits was an indident that 
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DR. RENNIE’S REPORT ON’ THE 
PLAGUE. 


—_——_——_—_— 

A careful perusal of Dr. RENNTE’s valu- 
able and highly interesting report on the 
plague at Canton should serve to reassure 
the timid among foreigners on the score of 
infectiousness. The disease, like cholera, is 
not a highly contagious one, and has only 


‘in a few isolated and special instances been 


epmmunicated to people of Occidental origin. 
Dr. ReNNIE note’ this fact in a special 
manner, When in 1894 the Cantonese were 
dying by tens of thousands the foreigners 
resident in that port remained practically 
untouched. Dr. RENNIE says: The im- 
munity enjoyed by residents on the foreign 
‘settlement of Shameen. is remarkable, 
seeing that it is separated. only by ‘a creek 
some twenty yards wide from houses where 
‘‘eases of the plague were common. Not 
‘‘only did foreigners living on the Settle- 
ment enjoy excellent health, but no case 
of plague occurred among their servants 
‘| living on the premises.” In this colony 
iere were only a few cases of foreigners 
ontracting the disease, and each one of 
iese was susceptible of explanation in the 
nse of the victim either being. in a bad 
state of health at the time or rashly ex- 
osing himself. Europeans who visited 
he hospitals, or came into contact with 
he - plague cases in the streets, suffered 
o ill effects, and Dr. Resse tells 
sexplicitly that “casual visitors, especially 
‘if there is free ventilation, are not liable 
‘to contract the disease.” These facts can- 
ot be too widely known, so as to counteract, 
f possible, some of the ‘foolish panic which 
3 too often created by -the mere imet- 
ion of the confessedly evil-sounding and 
errur-inspiring word “ plague,” intensified 
vhen, as is usually the case, the English and 
American papers add the ominous prefix of 
‘ Black.” ' , 

It is true enough, no doubt, that the 
lisease is practically identical with, if not as” 
ig viruleut as, the Plague which desolated 
soudon in the time of the Merrie Monarch, 
nut there is equally little-doubt that that 
mutbreak was rendered exceptionally fatal 
»wing to the foul and insanitury conditions 
prevailing in the metropolis at that date. 
Medical science was then in its infaney— 
mt any rate its professors possessed that 
little knowledge which, in this case, was 
eminently a dangerous thifg, and prubably 
hy their blundering slew far more than they 
healed. The virtue of cleanliness, either 
personal or in the house, was neither practised 
nor appreciated, and real disinfectants of any 
kind were .unkaown, though quackeries 
abounded and were offly too firmly believed 
in, just as much as amulets of sweet smelling _ 
wooden beads are now regarded by many of 
the Chinese as a sovereign specific against 
infection. Whether the Londoners of that 
date would haye proved as obstructive in 
the work of disinfection and isolation as the 
Chinese of Hongkong are to-day can only 
remain a matter of speculation. Probably, 
being equally igng€ant, they would not have 
been much more tractable, but they would 
have had fewer prejudices to overcome. ~ The 
difficulties in the path ofthe sanitary reformer 
in this colony are of a truth neither far, nor 
small. The Chinaman hates and resents 
any intrusion whatever on his privacy and 
no less dislikes any attempt to set his house 
in order. He is content to live in a. state 
of admired disorder wherein comfort is 1m- 
possibleand cleanliness an unknown quasitity. 
His floors are never swept nor garnished ; the 
walls remain innocent of whitewash from 
the day he takes possession to the end of his 


ao 
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_ flourish, and the few windows become 
: gradually obscured by filth until all the | 
Ra light that penetrates the place comes through 
some broken pane. Where the floors are of 

at board the dirt accumulates on them to such 
an extent that they become black with 
filth, animal and vegetable, a breeding 
ground for disease germs which sooner or 
later must break forth to avenge the viola- 
tion of nature’s laws. . 

That the plague is essentially a dir 
-disease is now generally adinitted. It is, in 
short, the inevitable Nemesis which must 
follow entire~ disregard of sanitary rules. 
This fact is abundantly proved in the sketch 
given ofits course by Dr. Rexxiz. The 
disease first found a resting place in Yunnan, 
the towns and people of which province aré 
exceedingly filthy, and thence, instead of 
spreading along the course of the West 
River, it travelled through Kwangsi to 
Pakhoi. That port is notcrious for its utter 
disregard of the first principles of cleanliness, 
and there it committed severe ravages 
before it was carried on to Canton. In the 
great provincial capital of the Two Kwang 
all the conditions existed for the rapid 
dissemination of the grim visitor, and the 
wonder is that the mortality was not in- 
finitely greater while the epidemic lasted. 
A curious and very suggestive fact is noted 
by Dr. RENNIE, pointing to the main factor 
in propagating this scourge. The majority 
of the victims in Canton, he says, were 
women and female children, most probably as 
he suggests, because they-lead an indoor life 
and hence are more susceptible to the germs 
which surround them. Another circum- 
stance noted by the doctor was that the 
epidemic was worst in wet weather, when 
more persons were confined to the house. 
This was also the case in Hongkong, and 
there is no doubt that the dry het weather 
is more unfavourable to the bacilli, owing 
to the greater opportunities for light and 
air penetrating the frowzy dwellings and 
the facilities afforded to the population to 
pass the bulk of their time, as is their 
general custom in dry weather, in the open 
air. We have therefore learned one fact at 
least, that a fierce dry heat is unfavourable 
to the spread of this disease, and that tro- 
“pical places have less cause to fear its intro- 
duction. It has also been demonstrated that 
a good wholesome whitewashing and general 
, cleansing is the best preventive. The pro- 
blem that remains is how to ‘imbue the 
i _ Chinese residents of this colony with a 
t -” yespect for sanitary rules; how to teach 
them to live among more cleanly surround- 
ings and to contract a liking for soap and 
water. In making compulsory the white- 
washing of Chinese tenements and_ the 
cleansing of the floors the Sanitary Board 
ig evidently on the: right track.  Con- 
cerning the efficacy of this measure in 
fighting dirt discases there cannot be two 
opinions. 


THE CHINESE CUSTOMS SERVICE. 


—_——»~————- 

The statement that it has been made a 
condition of the new Chinese loan that no 
-change is to be made in the Chinese Foreign 
Customs will be hailed with satisfaction. 
Fears have been entertained, and not-with- 
oyt reason, that when Sir RoBERT Hart 
relinquished the reins they might pass into 

- the hands of a Chinese Commission and that 
all the foreigners in the service might be 
gradually dispensed with. The Chinese 


the Foreigu Customs service, which, if the 
foreigners could only be got rid of, would 
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corners are receptacles for lumber and | afford so many fat billets for themselves afd | cut open, and as they were weighted with stones . 
rubbish, wherein unclean vermin breed and | their followers and such large opportunities i 
of peculation. 
no change of that kind shall take place 
during the currency of the|recently cqn- 
cluded loan, and the foreign ~ mercantile 
community may breathe all the more freely 
for the assurance thus afforded; for the 
Custonis in Chinese hands would speedjly. 
degenerate into the corrupt jand uncertain 
service that existed before the managemént 
was entrusted to foreigners 
ment, 
Service is not to be handed over to 2 
foreign Government; that Russia, for jin- 
“stance, will not be allowed to assume sple 
control over it. Curiosity will ‘still prevail 
as to who will succeed Sir Ropert Harr 
when (we trust not for 
come) that capable administrator retires, 
whether it will be an Englishman ora 
man, a Frenchman or 4 Rusgsjan; but in 
case we have the assurance that the Service 
will be continued on its present lines. 


gene that sickness had broken ont among |the 
Hongkong Dairy Farm Company's cattle at 
Pokfulam. The disease was fat first beligved 
to be anthrax, but was afterwards found to be 
rinderpest or cattle plague, 
alarming and disastrous results, the grepter 
part of the Company's herd having now been 
destroyed. Fortunately it has not yet exter 
to other parts of the colony, 
the various dairies are natura 
The following are the partic 
break as published from day tq day :— 


Pokfulam Dairy Farm is believed to be anthrax. 
There are upwards 190 cattle jon the farm, 


information of the outbreak reached Mr. McCal- 
lum, the Secretary to the Sanitary Board, on 
Tuesday, a hastily summonefl meeting of the 
Board was held and the farm Was, after careful 
deliberation by the members, declared a 
fected area. 
a serious matter for the Dairy) Farm, as nothing 
will be allowed to be removed from the farm 
until the area has been relequed, but it is re- 
cognised by the Company t dt the Board |were 
wise in taking the action they did, as it is the 
only safe course to pursue to prevent the s read 
of the disease. Another special meeting o 
Board was held yesterday, whpn several m 
of detail were submitted for gonsideration. 
the farm every precaution possible has |been 
taken to check the disease, and of course all the 
cattle affected have been 


a thing of the past. It spdaks well fo the 
Dairy Company that as soon|as they discorered 


! Yesterday afternoon fif n\ 
belonging to the Dairy Company were dumped 


ruling class look with great jealousy upon 


AND 


they sank like lead. The dumping process was. 
carried out under the personal direction of the 
Acting Captain Superintendent of Police, and 
over sixty coolies were employed for - the 
work. Of course every precaution was taken 
to prevent the spread of the disease, and 
the clothing that the coolies wore . whilst 
removing the cattle was destroyed by 
fire. It seems that a complaint has been 
made abcut the treatment of a number of coolies 
who were specially engaged on Thursday by the 
Dairy Company to remove the dead cattle to 
the beach. A quantity of rive was supplied to 
them, but this proved inaufficient and they com- 
plained. Late in the afternoon Detectives - 

nincey and Holt heard that the coolies were 
short of food and they immediately sent for a 
large supply of vegetables and other viands. 
which were given to the hungry men. It 
afterwards transpired that there was no proper. 
sleeping accommodation for the coolies. They 
were told to sleep in a byre which, it is said, 
diseased cattle had used and which was in an un- 
wholesome condition. Some of the coolies re- 
senjed this treatment and during the aight 
abot thirty of them escaped from the farm by © 
taking various paths and thus eliding the 
sentries. It is to be hoped that what was 
perhaps a misunderstanding will not lead to the 
spread of the disease. —~ 

Dr. Atkinson stated at the meeting of 
the Sanitary Board on Thursday in reference 
to the disease amongst the cattle at the Dairy 
Farm that he and Dr. Low son considered 
it to be a form of septicmmia accom- 
panied by high fever. We understand that 
taking into consideration later information as 
to symptoms, etc., of the animals affected it is 
considered evident by the. doctors that the 
disease must be rinderpest or cattle plague. 
: 16th March. 

Matters have taken a most serious turn at the 


It has now been agreed that 


The agree: 


we take it, also mpans that the 


any years | to 


PLAGUE. 


THE HONGKONG DAIRY FARM COMPANYS 
HERD DESTROYED. 


It was briefly mentioned in our last week's 


and it spread wi 


ded 
ut the owners of 
y much alarmed. 
ars of the jout- 


morning of the total number of cattle stricken 
with disease was one hundred and thirty-four, and 
there are now only sixty (presumably) healthy 
cattle left in the sheds. Up to Saturday the 
number of deaths was sixty-seven, and the 
whole of them had been dumped into the sea by 
mid-day. During the day, however, the disease 
made its appearance amongst the isolated herd, 
and thirty-two fresh cases were -reported to a 
special meeting of the Sanitary Board which 
was held in the afternoon. The number rapidly 
increased and by yesterday morning the total 
number of cases apart from the first batch was 
sixty-seven. 
serious one for the Dairy Company, and there 
is a likelihood now that the whole of the re- 
maining cattle will fall victims to the dread 
disease. ; 
We have made careful inquiries into the sub- 
ject and as a result we are forced to the conclu- 
sion that an egregious blunder has been made 
in dealing with the outbreak, and it is to be 
hoped that a strict investigation will be made 
in order that the blame for the bungle shall 
be laid upon the responsible party. Perhaps 
it-was owing to the disgraceful mismanage- 
ment of the whole. affair that the disease 
assumed such alarming proportions; bat of 
course this is a question that only experts 
can decide. At any rate, the-state of things 
that existed for nearly a’ whole week at the 
Dairy Farm cannot: possibly be defended on 
sanitary grounds, and therefore there is a strong 
probability that the spread of the disease was 
due to this neglect. lt seems that the disease 
first manifested itself at the farm on Thursday, 
the 5th inst. On the following Sunday twelve 
cows died. On Monday the Colonial Secretary 


{| 12th Mar 
The disease. which has attagked cattle a 


the 


and 
f these about 30 have been affected. As sogn as 


The Board's action is of 


the 


om pletely isolated. 
It is to be hoped that the trouble will sopn be 


the existence of the infectious disease word was 
sent round to the various dairymen in the colony, 
who were thus put on their gnard. i 
18th Match. 

We believe that no fresh cases of plague have 
occurred amongst the Dairy}Farm Company’s 
cattle since last report. Anjamusing -:ncident 
in connection with the outbreak occurred on 
Wednesday afternoon. Dr. /Hartigan and Dr. 
Rennie went out to look at the cattle andj hav- 
ing once got on the premises} the police cordon 
refused to allow them to pass out, the orders. 
being that no one should leaye the farm. |They 
had to telephone direct to H.E. the Goyernor 
and geta written permit before they were re- 
leased from quarantine. 

14th March. 


diseased |cattle 


Company. On Tuezday morning the news 
first reached Mr. McCallum. On Tuesday 
mid-day a special meeting of the Sanitary Board 
was held and the place was declared infected. 
At that time fifty cattle had been stricken 
with the disease, anl the Board ordered the 
carcases to be burnt. No carcases were burnt 
‘because, we believe, the Company said the ex- 
erty would be too great. 
into the sea about four miles off West Point. 1 
Thirty-three of thé beasts had died | from 
‘the y and the remainder were shot 
on the beach below Pokfub Pr iciap They 


yore conveyed in a cargo bo unslacked lime. Oa Wedngniay 
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Pokfulam Dairy Farm. Up to yesterday~. 


This loss is of course a most — 


was informed of the outbreak by the- Dairy 


On Wednesday, the . 

th inst., the Board met again, and it was © 

resolved, where burning was impracticable, to’ 

have the bodies of the cattle buried in gravés - 

ten feet deep, and the carcases covered with - 
afternos 
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coolies were etigaged to dig pits for the 
reception of. carcases, but for some reason 
ot onuee of lime was obtained. The 
work of digging out the graves proceeded until 
about three feet of sect ad eee excavated, 
when the work waa stopped, either ecause a few 
stones got in the way of the shovels or there 
were not sufficient men employed; most likely the 
latter was the real reason. 
bered that during all this time deaths amongst 
the cattle continued to occur. On Thursday the 
Sanitary Board decided to revoke the previous 
orders and have the carcases dumped into the 
sea, and at the sien meeting the Secre- 
tary contidently remarked that Pokfulam would 
be clear of infected cattle by Friday mid-day. 
By Friday mid-day not a single carcase 
had been removed to the cargo boats; indeed. 
with the exception of about seven which were 
lying on the beach all the others were lying 
about the farm and the pathways leading 
from it to the sea. 
still remained about twenty carcases unburied, 


and {if was not until about Saturday mid-day 


that the work of removal was completed. 
It does not need a very vivid imagination to 
or the disgusting condition of the farm 
uring these days. From Snnday morning, 
_the 8th instant, to the following Friday 
afternoon at least, carcases of cattle were 
lying exposed to the atniospheric influences 
without a single step being taken to cover them 
with even a dusting of a disinfectant. Some of 
the cattle had been ripped open by doctors. and 
all were in an advanced state of decomposition. 
Hangry dogs from the neighbourhood in search 
of tasty morsels ily ate the rotten meat 
and licked the blood that was lying about the 
place. The dogs could not be kept away anda 
couple of detectives went out there and shota 
dozen of them to prevent further mischief. 
Fiven the coolies who were engaged to remove 
the carcases out to sea turned up their noses 
at the putrid stench that pervaded the whole 
farm—and goodness knows coolies are inured 
to foul smells. This is no exaggerated de- 
scription, and an explanation must be made by 
somebody in authority why speedier action was 
not taken to get rid of the carcases, although 
in justice to the Acting Captain Superintendent 
of Police it must be stated thut the fault did 
not rest with him as the dumping edict did 
not go forth until Thursday afternoon. In 
any other place but insanitary Hongkong 
decisive action would have been taken by the 
authorities in such a case as this. As soon as 
an apimal showed signs of the disease it would 
have been shot and the body either burnt or 
flung into a pit and covered with quicklime. In 
Hongkong both these orders were given and 
almost immediately withdrawn and the long and 
distinctly unhealthy process of dumping into 
the sea authorised. It is a paltry excuse that 
the expense of burning or burying would be too 
great; no expense should ever be spared in an 
outbreak of cattle plague, and it is questionable 
whether after all the Company would not have 
gained in the long run by erecting suitable ap- 
paratus for burning the carcages, ag was ordered 
in the first instance by the Sanitary Board. 
We now see the serious consequences of all 
this shuffting of orders and dilatoriness in 
taking proper measures. It is to be hoped that 
the sixty-seven cattle which were taken ill 
yesterday with the disease will be dealt with 
more promptly than the previous sixty-seven. 
We were informed by the Dairy Company 
yesterday that one of the cattla had died and 
the remainder would be shot during the day 
and dumped into the sea this morning. Why 
ceuld not this have -been done in the first 
place, or, better still, why was not the burning 
order enforced ? 


It appears that there was almost a riot 
amongst the coolies employed on the farm 
during Thursday for grave digging. As we 
have previously stated, they had only rice to 
eat and were told to sleep in an infected 
mat shed, which was in a filthy condition, and 
their only covering consisted of a few bags. 
The coolies became very indignant at their 
treatment towards the evening, and even when 
a substantial amount of good food had been 
procured for them by Detectives Quincey and 
Holt they threatened to break into open re- 
bellion at being cast into such disgusting 
quarters. Force had to be used to detain them 


It must be remem- - 


On Friday mid-night there 
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but during the night about thirty of them 
managed to escape in the darkness—there was 
not a single light on the premises—and they 
bolted over the hedges and went home. 

The isolated cattle are kept in the {‘ Home 
of Nazareth’, shed, which is situated some. dis- 
tance away from the other ie and the 
Europeans in charge of if were {not allowed to 
go near the diseased cattle. It was. 
shed that the fresh outbreak odcurred, 
the outlook for the Company is far 
mising. 


in this 
so that 
from pro- 


: 17th March. 
Happily no fresh cases of plague fat 
Pokfulam Dairy Farm _ werd mparted 


us that the real nature of the disease -was not 
known last Thursday week. Some of the cattle 
showed signs of illness on that day, buf it was 
attributed to ordinary fever. It was ndt until 
the following Saturday that the] seriousness of 
the complaint was demausteated| Mr. Walker, 
the Superintendent at the farm,:at once sent a 
message to the directors. who visited the farm. 
As we stated yesterday the Government first 
knew of the outbreak on Monday, the 9th inst., 
when the Colonial Secretary réceived 4 letter 
from the Company. This letter was foywarded 
(as it should have been in the first instance) to 
Mr. McCallum, whosentan inspector tothe farm 
the same morning. Later ra the day Dr. 
Clark, accompanied by the inspector, visited the 
farm, and on the following day (Tuesday) at 
noon a special meeting of the Sanitary, Board 
was held. We make these explanations because 
in our article yesterday we said that the| disease 
first manifested itself last Thursday week, and 
that Mr. McCallum did not recéive newsk of the 
outbreak until Tuesday. Of course the latter 
statement is correct in sd far Mr. 
McCallum did not get definite news| of the 
character of the disease on Monday. 

Mr. McCallum heard yesterday morning that 
the mate of the Heungshan saw ltho car¢ase of a 
cow floating-in the water as;the vessel was 
steaming towards Hongkong. ;The mate con- 
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ones dumped in on Friday. 
the bags of stones which were placed round 
each carcase must have becomd dislodged from 
this particular beast by some means, /perhaps 
a sea tenant could give some information on the 

oint. 
J The whole of the sixty-seven cattle which 
were seized with the disease on Saturday and 
Sunday were walked down to the beach during 
Sunday by a gang of forty coolies. The animals 
were shot and yesterday they were all] dumped 
into the sea. : ; 


THE HONGKONG DAIRY FARM 
CO., LIMITED. 


$< 
ITS POSITION AND PROSPECTS. 


In view of the serious disaster which has 
befallen the Dairy Farm Compan i 
retrospect of the financial history 
Company and a statement of its presen{ position 
may not be without interest. The U 
was formed in 1886 with a capital of} 830,000, 
increased in 1889 to $100,0)0.. The results of 
its working are shown in the annexed table, the 
profit shown in the first column being the 
amount remaining after writi! 
ciation. For 1892 the gross - pyofit was 
$10,879.20, while the amount off was 
$11,951.61. showing a net lass on the year's 
working of $1,072.41, as shown iu the table :— 


Profit Loss! Depr¢ciation 
1887 —_— $13,186.91 
1888 §$ 3,584.37 —| 8 3,623 64 
189 4,373.89 _ 3,307.93 
190 5,562.23 — 5,109.89 
1891 3,419.30 —_ 8,944.27 
1892 1,072.41 11,951.61 
1893 5,316.47 _— 6,976.06 
189+ 2,691.46 — 6,005.60 
1895 = 10,024.26 es 7, B68.54 
Total $34,971.98 $14,25982 51,287.54 
The net profit for the whole period, 


after deducting tha losses, 
to $20,712.66, of which $18,000 has been distri- 
buted by way of dividends, namely, $ per cent. 
for 1891, 5 per cent. for 1893, and 10 per cent. 


ounts | therefore 


. vague. 
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for|1895, or an average for the whole period of 
nine years of 2 per cent. The position of the 
Company at the end of last year was a very pro- 
mising one; the business had been thoroughly 
organised, a valuable connection had been esta- 
blighed, and in the absence of extraordinary 
disaster such as that which has now occurred 
there appeared every reason to anticipates steady 
ten| per cent. dividend. : The outbreak of cattle 
plague which has now occurred and swept off the 
Company's herd has altered all that and the 
shareholders will have to consider whether it is 
worth wi ile to start business afresh or whether 
it would be more profitable to wind up and 
divide the remaining assets. : 

At the date of the last report, 19th Decem- 
ber, 1895, the Company had cash in hand 
$4,522.58, on fixed deposit $25,000, and ac- 
counts receivable $4,269.23, giving a total of 
$33,791.81 in mone ‘assets, from which has 
to |be deducted the dividend of $10,000 and 
accounts payable $1,819.38, leaving a balance 
of | $21,972.43, which if divided up would 
give a trifle over $2 per share. The other 
assets of the Company are now of donbtful 
The cattle were valued at $21,131.69, 
and th*s may be regarded as a total loss. The 
farm was valued at $27,000 and the- buildings 
thereon at $16,620.05. There is at present no 
demand for land in that part of the colony and it 
is doubtful whether a sale could be effected at any 
price, but if the farm Were held until there is a 
amway ont to Aberdeen it might acquire some 
marketable value. The buildings are useless for 
any other purpose than that for which they were 
built. The town depot is valued in the accounts 
at 89,643.72, but the terms on which the land is 
held from the Government do not permit of its 
being used for any. other purpose than as a 
depot for the sale of milk and if the Company 
sed business the land would be resumed. 
Same compensation might. possibly be granted 
the Government for the value of the 
ilding standing upon it. After deducting 
these items the remaining assets of. the Com- 
pany are small and what they realised would 
probably be swallowed up in paying the extra- 
orflinary expenses the Company has been put to 
by the outbreak of cattle plague. 


The directors, we believe, are in favour of 
“not giving up.” Shareholders generally have 
pezhaps hardly begun tio think about the future, 
their attention being;concentrated upon the 
present losses. It is not so much a question of 
coutinning business as of starting afresh some - 
months, possibly years,| hence. It would take 
some months to get together a fresh herd, and it 
would also be unsafe to place cattle on the 
farm for along time tocome. In the United 
Kingdom, when cattle plague was experienced 
there, we believe the policy adopted was to 
burn all cattle sheds where the disease had 
shown itself and not to use the same grazing 
ground again for a year or two. At Hamilton 
Park, where one of the two: remaining herds 
of Caledonian cattle is kept, the herd was almost 
totally wiped out by the plague. Six cows and 
one bull were, however, saved, and these were _ 
put down a disused coal pit to keep them from 
all contaminating influences and were kept there 
for two years. When they were brought above 
ground again entirely new. shelter sheds were 
built for them,’.the old ones having been de- 
stroyed. The precautions taken in that instance 
vere perhaps greater than would be deemed ne- 
cessary from a purely mercantile point of view, 
but taking the lowest possible estimate it would 
We six months before the Dairy Farm. Company 
could tecommence business, Their connection 
Has been destroyed and bnilding up the 
business again would be a slow process, for 
competition js-now keen. The Dairy Farm 
(Company was started with an intermixture of 


the philanthropic with the commercial element. 


It was considered, rightly or wrongly, that the 
milk supply of the colony was not satisfactory 
and the Company was established with the 
purpose of amending ‘it and incidentally to 
make a profit for the shareholders. It was in 
yegard to the philanthropic side of the 
business that Sir William Des VYooux was 
mduced to grant free of payment the 
gite for the town depot, which was a 
mistaken dealing. with public land; but it is 
nnecessary to go into that point now. The. 
depot has undoubtedly been- a great y ublic 
onvenience and has especially beemappreciated 
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by ladies from the Peak when they had to come | of concreting the basements of hbuses over the 
to town for shopping purposes. The closing | dirt, the saturated ground should be first dug ont 
of the depdt would therefore bé a matter for | and renewed, replaced by blean soil. and coucrete 
regret apart altogether from the financial con- | laid over that. Yon were of opinion that the 
siderations affecting the Company, but as | disturbing of such soil would be tery dangerous 
regards the milk supply of the colony we | and might spread disease! and the two medidal 
believe the private dairies Be now able to | members of the Board agreed with you: If that 


results of the great fire of London, ‘but as poiuted out by. 
a recent writer there is no reason to believe that the plague 
would not have been eradicated from that city as it had. - 
been from other cities and towns without recourse to fire. 
The beneficial results of the fire so far as ridding the city 
of plague must therefore be looked upon as mainly con- 
fined. to the facilities it afforded for the immediate intro- 
duction of improved eanitation. . 

In view of the opinion expressed by some as regards. tho 
sale of buildiag material in the resumed area of Taiping- 
shan I would point out that—" ; a 

(a) Early in 1895 the débris that existed in the area ; - 
was callected and burnt. , 

(6) Uetore any material was sold, which did not ; 
aceur till September, 1895, the light woodwork was’ 
removed from the houses for gale and burnt. ‘ : 

(c) Early this year, owing to the practical impossibility 
of preventing pereons from stealing the wood left in the 
remaining hauses, these houses were gutted and the wood- 
work burnt. é 

(d) No material has been sold below ground level. 

(e) Ax far as L have been able to ascertain no workman 
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-meot all demands with entire satisfaction | be the case it seems to me that tho bricks a id 
g both as regards quality anil quantity. The | materials in the resumed|arca which have been 
: community will perforce have to rely upon | embedded in the groudd as fofindations and 
thein for many months to come and if the | these just above them ‘should rot. be sold, Hat 
Dairy Farm Company should then recommence he removed and placed beyond anyone's reach|— 
business it would not he such an easy matter to | J am, dear sir, yours faithfully. 

establish a connection as it was in the early i “dN, J. Epe 
days of the Company's history. “ Hongkong, 2nd March, 18°86. 
So “To the President of tthe Sanitary Board.) 
SUP REM E COURT. The following minutes were aftached. 

The Health Officer—I agrde. 
The Acting Culonial Surgebn—The wood I understand” 


? . 

12th March. ix heing burnt and it is only;the bricksjabave the ruiface engaged within the area bas contracted plague. 

aaa of the ground that are being sald, Sdeing that all] the Sporadic cases of plague occurred in April, 1895, and 

H In ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. houses were thoroughly disinfected and cleansed hdfore | Continued to oceur, except during the mouth of October, 
: the arca was rexumed, and ajeo were campletely dennded throughout the year.’ Towards the end of January the 


number of cases considerably increased, and in February 
a still further inerease took place. yee ; 

Considering the overcfowded state of portions of the 
city in which the plague has occurred during this year, _ 
and the habits of the Chinese, the following quotation 
from the Tacal Government report previously referred to 
ix important :— Dr. Petresco ia disposed to assign the 
great ontburst of plague in Vetlianka in December, 1878, 
ten sudden fall of temperature causing relatively greater 
crowding uf the familice in consequence of the more ¢are- 
ful exclusion of fresh air from the living rooms.” 

In conclusion I must etate (hat there appears to be no 
evidence that the existence of plague in the city at the 
the present time is in any way traceable to the re-opening 
af the houses in which plague occurred in 1894, or to the 
cule of buikling material in the resumed area of Taiping- 
shan. 

‘The evidence nrnilable leads one to the conclusion that 
co long as the present overcrowding of the poorer portions 
of the city exists and houses without sufficient supply of 


Berore Hon. W. NM. Goonman (Acting | Call movable contents, only|the bare wplls and roof Ying 
left. and that they have Leen exposed fo aturospherip in- 


1 LY tae : 
CHEF dF USTICE). fuiences far mare than eighteen months, [ consider the 
. likelihood of any infection [remaining as extremely im- 
[ probable, ; 

The Acting Captain Superintendent df Police-—Pade all 
scientific statements se the housds should be burnt 
and the materials dumped on Kellett’s Bank. 

The President—In the first place, before dealing with 
the important subject of thi {Jetter, I ujust point out 

(a) No material in dhe bese afea of Taipingshan 
helaw ground level har beer sola. 

(Cb) Mr. Ede's veraion Of my opinion regurding-the 
disturhing of the suil is paidlestiing, the opinion f ex- 
pressed was that if the goil was so bad as Mr. Ede gepre- 
sented it ta he. £ thought rtpwas less lialile to cause seare 
if canereted aver than if i was diatn#bed during the oc- 
cupation of the houses within the foup walle of wHich it 


Was sittnted, : 
As regards the iain sdy 
agree that any portian of ui material {n the houses jn the | fresh air and light are allowed tu be occupied, the accu- 
restined arca of Taipingellan is capable of easily fraug- | mulation of dirt yand filth and consequent lowering of the ae 
mitting plague, the policy Ikitherte wlysted by the [Buard vitality of the population wilPcontinue, and the periodical 
of allowing the re-oecuyfation of innbers of pouses | reappearance of plague cad only be looked upon as the 
throughout the city in which plague ac’ Murred durirg L<94, | natural result of such a étate of things. 
I8ai, and the present year| requires sepieus conside ation, The PRESTDENT—Has any member any reso- 
Tbe house Inthe rented. aven.¢ sae iv lag have | intjon to move in connection with these papers P 
been cleaned, disinfected; Iknewashed. practically ay Mr. Epe—With reference to the question 
and expoxed to the action of the sun, light, dnd pir for : : ; 
upwards of eighteen mentliz. of the houses in which plague has existed . 
The houses in other ae of the city in which lagne and where plague has not recurred and the' 
cecurred Have been cleansdd, disinfect, and limewashed. | wood not been destroyed, I should say, as far as 
hut their exposure ty Higelity sun, aul afer (a factor uf great | T understand the methods of the plague; that it 
irene has of aba tbh far for ela He ie would be desirable to burn, bnt unfortunately 
lei he Give Pu espe the ewer Je Pome Peay | we cannot dovit. “Bat where you Lave woe’ 
avis gel that yon can burn I should certainly be in 


the buildings been remuved. ~ ft 5 ; 
If therefwre the heusca in the resumed arca of Taiping. | favour of doing it. Of course you cannot burn 


shau are still infected with plague, wquch mere intst that | the whole town down, and you cannot :burn the 
he the cise in respect ef the other houses in the ‘city in | fJonses which are inhabited, but I do not think 
whieh cases of plague have cecurred. | | the fact that you cannot burn wood in houses 
tf Mr. Ede’s apinion is correct there i a alec We that are inhabited dhould prevent your burning 
wit to recugnise the fact that in thls city we have andl Of I be 
have lad for upwards of the past cighteca months way wood that you can spare. Ut course may 
houses plaue infected and liable at sty moment ta Cras wrong. Iam not a scientific msn, but. from : 
init the disease to their occupants. what [ have heard and read I believe it is the 
Jt such a state of things has existed, and considering that | post thing to do. : 
these houses in which cases of plague have aceurred are The PRESIDENT—I believe the Acting 
in many instances eceupicd by from tpn to twenty persans. |e 7 ° : en 8 & 
that they are situated A crowded partk of the city inbalatesl Captain elec aire oe ‘d a _ 
by the poarer class, and that they are deprived of a rea- | 10 favour of burning the woodwor as, 
canable amount of fresh air and light, all conditions gene. | removing the bricks as well. 
rally aceeptel as favouring the occurrence andl spread of The AcTING CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT OF 
hlague, is it to be supposed that only} solitary cases of the | Por ice—I certainly think it would be a good 
disense would occur ? Surely it iy more reasonable to thing to do so. ~ 
expect that our experience would be {similar to that of Dr, ‘he Actina COLONIAL Suraron—From : 
Cabiadis in Hillah and Bagdad, as tecorced iu the ninth ‘ical ‘at of view L think iti melt 
annual report of the Local Govern ent Buard 1879-0, | Medical porn ot view x 1U 18 oxtre: ©. 
viz, that when plague entered a hquse it seldoro spared | improbable that any infection remains in the 
itz inmates and often carried them alt off in a week's time. | resumed area of Taipingshan. We must bo 
Such, however, has not been unt pxper.ence. On look- | wuided by experts in & matter of this naturp 
ing through the statistics of plague gases ee a ot and Professor Kitasato in his “ Report on the 
the present year anly twelve instamces will be found Gh) s : ° segs 
Sale having Wek diseovered in and traced te houses which investigation into the penee of the ein ter 
were closed in’ L894, and in only onp instance, ie No. 2, states with regard to his experiments wiul the 
Sheung Kung Lane, int which two cases have eurret, | hacillus ;—“ Bacilli (plague) directly exposed Ho 
has more than one cage been disc: yered in or jtracel tu | the sur wane found to be entirely killed after 
any one of these bousee. XNeverthpless this is im accord | an expasurtof three or four hours. Those left 
with the experience elsewhere. Oy page 99 of fe above exposed to the air for a period varying from one 
to thirty-six hours begdn to grow after the _ 
lapse of two days, whilst those that were thus 
exposed for four days did not present a trace: of 
growth even after one week from the time of 


mentioned report will be found the follow.ng, reterring ta 

the plague in iecpotato 1876-77h}-—‘ The most effectual 

means fur the protection of -a com hunity asains the pro- 

pagation of plague are the isolation pf the rick, the destruc- 

tion by fire of their eldthes, and the wh'iewashing with 

lime and free ventilati¢n of the d miciles in w ich cases | jnoculation.” With regard to the disinfection ~. | 

of plague occur. The plague reappearcd in only one | of the houses in the infected area, this was most 
thoroughly done with chloric gas, the disinfe 
tion being commenced on the 22nd June, 1 
and finished on the 3rd July. After this was ~ 
finished 300 men of the “whitewash brigade 
entered and removed the cubicles; kK: 
lofts, windows, &c., and cleansed the ies; 


CHUAN LAT HUNG ¢. CHAN FUNG FIRM. 
This was a claim for $7,000, being the valne 
of goods belonging to the plaintiff and alleged 
to have heen wrongfully couverted by the 
defendant firm to their own use. 
: Mr. Robinson. instructed hy Mr. Ewens. ap- 
plied that the plaintiff having failed to attend. 
the cause he struck out pursudnt to sect. 61 (2) 
fi of the Code. 

The Court being satisfied that the plaintiff 
had received notice of hearing, it was ordered 
that the cause be struck out, with costs in 
favour of the defendant. : 


ect of the fetter, if the Board 


CHARLES ST. GEORGE CLEVERLY ¢. LUM YAT 
AND THE HON, HO KAT AND WEI-A-YUK. 
This was an application for a deerce of final 
foreclosure against Lum Yat, (he mortgagee. 
Some years aga Tum Yat mortiagred certain 
—.-- premises fo the plaintiff by a second mortgage : 
he then obtained further advances from Kwok 
Tan. whose interest later passed inte the hands 
of Hon. Ho Kcai and Wei-a-Yuk. These parties 
have already hecn foreclosed and the present 
application was (o finally foreclose the mortgage. 
Hon. H. FE. Pollock appeared in support of the 
application, and. after going into the various 
docnments and Registrar's certificates, lis Lord- 
ship said—[ ain satisfied the plaintiff is entitled 
to the order asked for, and deerce final fore- 
clasure accordingly, . 
————— 


HONGKONG SANITARY BOARD. 


- + 
A meeting of the Sanitary Board was held 
at. the offices on the affernoon of the 12th March. 
Hon. F. A. Cooper (Direetor of Pablic Works) 
resided, and there were also present Hon. 
-®Sommander W. C. H. Uastings (Acting Captain 
- Superintendent of Police). Dr. Atkinson (Acting 
Colonial Surgeon). Dr. Clark (Medical Officer of 
Health). Mr. N. J. Ede, and Mr. H. Mac- 
Callum (Secretary). ’ . 
MINUTES. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and confirmed. , 
THE SALF OF TAIPINGRHAN BUILDING 
MATERIALS.—IMPORTANT EXPLANA- 
TIONS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

: : ‘The following letter to the President was 

a read from Mr. N. J. Ede:—- 
i - sD pAR Sik.--L observe in to-day's Daily 
Presa a notification of the sale by auction of 
the materials of some of the houses in the re- 
sumed area of ‘T'aipingshan. I would like the 
Ranitary Beard to recommend to the considera- 
tion of H.E. the Governor that no wood of any 
ro kind (if such there be) should be sold, but that 
L- it should be;removed from the buildings and 
F burnt within the area. I believe that plague 
can be easily transinitted by means of such wood, 
but though (as some think) that. may not be go, 
some of the timber that I personally saw a little 
time ago in that area was of the filthiest de- 
scription and not fit to use for any purpose 
whatever. As regards the bricks, I submit that 
none of the foundations of the houses or any 
below, say, three feet from the. surface of the 
groundshouldbesold. Ata confidential meeting 
of the Sanitary Board a few days ago I expressed. 
the opinion that instead of the present practice 


aa ae 


outbreak of plague injthem, whilst its reappegrance in 
houses that had been gnerely aba ldoned ‘or a time, after 
an attack of that diseake, but whi¢h bal not béen white 
washed, roca of frequent occurrente.” : 
Lovuking back to the epidemics o plague that aged over 
the greater part of England during the Lithjand 16th 
centuries we find that] the diseasq wne eradicated mainly 
by improved sanitation, and with pne exceytionjonly, viz., 
that in the city of London, were|the houses d royed by 
fire. Great stress has,/however, Ween laid on the beneficial 


out of 350 houses whidh hal been] white vashed after an 

Not one of these men contracted the disease ; 
this shows how thorough must have been the 
destruction of the bacilli even then, and whem 
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we bear in mind that in addition the whole of 
these “gutted” houses have been exposed to 
atmospheric influences for over eighteen months 
I fail myself to see how any infection can’ be 
considered as remaining within the area. There 
is absolutely no proof whatever that the infec- 
tion has been conveyed in any of the material 
which has been taken away. Personally I think 
it advisable that any woodwork which remains 
should be burnt, as it can now be of very little 
value and may allay public alarm, which, however, 
from a scientific point of view, is groundless. 
The Mmpicat Orricek oF Heratru-—I 
should like to offer a word of explanation’ of 
my very brief minute. Why I put the remark 
“IT agree” was that [ looked upon the ‘matter 
as a concession to popular prejudice. I have 
“not the slightest belief myself that either the 
woodwork or the bricks communicated plague, 
but it seemed to me that the’ result of the sale 
was very small and the popular prejudice so 
great against the sale that I thought it would 
be better to agree on this ground. This would 
give people the opportunity of saying there 
was no danger, and although we are convinced 
in our own minds that the disease is not com- 
municated by the sales, it seems desirable to 
make concessions to poplar prejudice even 
when contrary to scientific results. For that 
reason J agreed that the wood should not be 
sold bat burnt. 


The Presipent—BSince this subject has been 
brought before the Board and more particularly 
as it has occupied some attention of late in the 
colony I think it weuld be very unfortunate if 
the matter were left. without the Board having 
some definite resolution on the puint. Either 
the Board is totally wrong.and has been totally 
wrong, in its methods of exterminating the 
plague bacillus, or it has been right. If it 

een totally wrong, then the sooher we mend 
+ our ways the better. On the 6th June, 1895, the 
project of dealing with the resnmed area of 
Taipingrhan was brought before the Legisla- 
tive Council, it having been previously con- 
sidered at two meetings cf the Public Works 
Committes. At the meeting of the Legisla- 
tive Council-the project was, with one ex- 
ception—Hon. E. R. Belilios—unanimously 
approved. At‘ that time there wax no hint 
given that the condition of the buildings in 
_ ‘Taipingshan was such as to render it likely that 
demolition and sale would cause the spread of 
the plague. 1t was clearly stated in paragraph 
‘31 of the special report that it was the inten- 
tion to offer for sale all Block A and to sell the 
houses and materials and to retain a portion of 
the land for public use. This is nine months 
ago, and as far as I know the scheme ‘was 
public property and received a good deal of 
attention at the time. No member of the 
Board had the slightest hesitation about the 
completeness of the proposal, and I think 
it is somewhat unfortunate that if anyone 
was of a contrary opinion he should have 
allowed nine months to elapse before having the 
matter dealt with by the Board. If they in- 
tended to represent their opinious before the 
matter was dealt with by the Board the sooner 
they had done go the better. I have failed to 
find any new facts brought before the public, 
beyond those existing at the time the project 
was. approved by the Legislative Council, to 
justify the Board oranyone else in changing their 
opinion’ now so far as the consideration of 
the facts is concerned. I do not think: this 
matter should stand as it is, and I propose to 
place the following resolution on the records 
of the Board—“ That the Board is in possession 
of no facts to warrant the belief that: the 
material remaining in the resumed area of 
Taipingshan is infected with the plague bacillus. 
On the contrary, in the opinion of the Board, 
the statistics in its possession prove conclusively 
that steps taken to eradicate the bacillus from 
infected premises in 189-L have been attended 
with most satisfactory results. The Board, 
however, in view of the popular feeling on the 
_ subject recommend that if further material is 
sold steps should be takon to burn as: far 
as practicable all wood still remaining in the 
buildings.” a Da : 
The Actine Cotontak SurG:on—I second 
that. aA 
The resolution was carried: The President, 
the Acting Colonial Surgeon, and the Medical 
Officer of Health voted for the resolution. The 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE RERORT. 


Acting Captain Superintendent of Polite and 
Mr. Ede did not vote. | 
BAD W: LL WATER. 

Six samples of well water analysed y the 
Government Analyst were certified to-be unfit 
for potable purposes and likely to prove in- 
jurious to health. The wells were ordbred to 
be closed. j : 
THE FORESHORE AT 8STONECUTTERS IBLAND. 

Mr. J. Livesey, officer in charge of the Gov- 
ernment gunpowder depots, Stovecutters| Island, 
wrote calling the Board's attention to the-prac- 
tice of bontpeople in charge of /the contractors’ 
dust boats from Hongkong dumping tha sweep- 
ings and refuse of the city intd Chinesq waters 
to the north and east of Stonécutters’ | Island. 
The refuse “ranged from evety sort 
table to a still-born child * and was ca: 
to the beach. : 

The following minutes were attached |;— 

Mr Ede=I think if the contractors are] warned 
to carry out their contracts prdyerly it} will Le 
sufficient. i 

The Acting Colonial Surgeon— Would ft not he 
possible for the Daoard in the ; next cantract to 
specify that the rubbish, etc, inust! Le dumped inio 
the sea further away from U.e colony? Undoubredly 


a nuisunce exists near Stonecutters’ Island) What 
the cause of itis T am unable to say. I Jhave ex- 
perienced it myself whilst sailing past. 

The Health Officer—I have inspected the north 
and south leaches of Stonecuttery } Island 
this day. The north beach 1) find to[le very 
clein; the south leach is littered with 


fQal- 
weed, amongst which is a small quantity of 
vevetahble refise from the ghipping | in the 
port. The refuse from the plague isolation boats, 
which are now all removed, [must have leen 


infinitesimal ; there is no evidence to show|that any 
of this flotsam aud jetsam comestyecially ffram the 
contractors’ beats, as it is the ordinary ddbris of a 
busy harhour and is moreover not in any Way offen- 
sive, at present ut least. I will ingtruct the [Kowloon 
contractor to Gury out che provisions of his lecontract, 
ie, to remove or burn such débris as may [wash up 
on these foreshores twice every mdnth, and this will, 
I think, neet the care. ; 

The Secretars —Theé actnal factk should fe stated 
before this matter comes tefore lthe Boarnl, This 
nan Liveev has always some grievance fto air in 
sonewhat wild Janguage. The Kowloon sqavenging 
contractor las to keep the colonial foreshore clean. 
The military and naval people have to lpok after 
thew own foreshores, I doubt very mugh if any 


of the refuse washed up on Stonecutters’ Idand 
comes from (the dust heats. Et is the |shipping 
generally that is responsible for the débris to Le seen 
floating in the harbour. Every beat and ship 
disposes of its waste by dumping! into thejwater. I 
do not think it is worth whiie bothering any further 
about this complaint. The congdainant jis a most 
troub‘esome man and is greatly in need of curbing. 

It was resolved to instruct! the officers who 
had the matter in band to do-their best to keep 
the foreshore clean. | 

F MORTALITY STATISTICS. 

For the week ended 29th February tne death 

rate was 26.8 per 1,000 per annum, vi ot lst 


with 2U.8 for the corresponding period of last 
Wer. For the week ended 7th March the death 
rate was 32 per 1,090 per annum, asx Compared 
with 14.9 for the correspendimg week of last 
year. ; 
THE PLAGUE WORK. 

The PRESIDENT suid it would be of interest 

to learn from tke Medical Officer of Health 


the plague. | 

The MepicaL OrFicer OF HEALTH—Six 
acting Inspectors of nuisances have |been ap- 
pointed and since they commenced a fortnight 
ago the number of houses dealt with |has been 
1,057, and of these 502 havd been disinfected 
and cleansed, and those 502) houses | comprise 
1,230 floors, all separate dwellings. In addition 
555 houses have been inspscted personally, 
altogether 1,451 floors, and the tenants) of these 
have been given the option |of cleansing the 
heuses themselves; of course if that isinot done 
it will be necessary for us to cleanse these as 
well. 1 will now state what| the procedure is 
in regard to cleansing so ra do atvay with 
some misunderstanding that seems ta exixt on 
the subject. In the first-place the furniture is 
not thrown out of the window gs a rule 
(laughter) ; if is taken out, throngh the doors. 
Secondly, the occupants of the hons¢s’ are not 
compelled to sleep in the streets at night. The 
work commences at nine o'clock in the morning 
and is finished at five o’clock jin the pfternoon. 


. ef] . . 
what work was being done in connection with 


People are warned on the day previous that their 
hohses are going to be cleansed. ~Egch house 
is | cleansed within an hour or an hour and 
a half, and the tenant has ‘to move ‘his - 
urniture temporarily into the street while 
the coolies do their work. About 150 coolies _ 
are employed every day and in each of the- 
premises fhe floors are scrubbed with Jeye’s 
fluid and the walls limewashed. When that 
process is over—it takes from an hour to an 
hour and a half—the people are told that they 
can take their furniture back into their houses, ; 
and as the work closes finally ‘at five o'clock in- i Ve 
the evening there is no necessity whatever for - 
any people to sleep out in. the open streets. #= ~ 
With regard to the damage to clothing by 
rain I have given instructions that, whenever 

itjrains the work shall cease, so that the people’s 

effects are not damaged by rain. One day last 

week no work was done on account of the rain- 
ard the inspectors were employed in attending 

the removal of illegal cocklofts and cubicles. - 

Everything is done in regard to the feelings of 


the tenants to render the houses clean and the 
work is being pushed forward as quickly as pos- 
si 


le. 

The PRESIDENT—In cases in which the ten- 
ts clean the houses themselves the Inspectors 
see that the work is properly done ? 
The MepicaL OFFICER OF HEALTH—Yes, 
sdme tenants have sent in written applications 
for permission: to do the work themselves. 

The ActING CoLonraL SuRGEON—I think 
tlis advisable to give tenants twenty-four hours’ 
notice hefore the houses are cleaned. : 

The. MepicaL OFFICER 6F HEALTH—We 
give notice on the preceding day; it is practi- 
cally twenty-four Lours’ notice. 
THE OUTBREAK OF DISEASE AT THE DAIRY 
FARM. 
The SEcRETARY—The Dairy Farm Company 
have employed a number of men to see to the 
ork of removing the dead cattle. They will 
taken about four miles away from the 
island in a cargo boat and stones will be put 
round them and their carcases cut open so that 
there will be no chance of their coming to the 
surface again and being carried on to the, shore. 
he work is being carried on as quickly as possible, 
and it is expected that the whole place will be 
free of the infected cattle by noon to-morrow. 
When the cargo boat which has been engaged 
for the purpose comes back it will be thorough] 
disinfected and either re-tarred or re-varnished. 
Mr. EpE—Would it not be better to destroy 
the boat? It would not cost more than $200 I 
snppose. ; 
The SecreTary—It is a large cargo boat 
d would cost more than that. 
Mr. EDE—Can it be thoroughly disinfected ? 
The SEcRETARY—Oh, yes. ae 
The AcTINnGc CoLonraL SurGEoN--I ma 
ention that Dr. Lowson and myself have 
examined microscopically the blood and lym- 
hatic gland from one of the dead cattle handed 
th us on the 10th inst. by the Medical Officer of 
ealth. We found certain bacilli present in 
he gland, but the result of inoculation experi- 
ents on mice has proved conclusively that 
the disease is not anthrax. We have further 
gxamined the spleen of another body that died 
yesterday and find nothing definite present. 
Mr. EpE—Can you say what the disease is ? 
The Actine CoLontaL SurcEon—There is 
ot sufficient evidence to show. It is evident 
epticaamia of some sort accompanied by hig 
ever. 
The Actinc CapTaIn SUPERINTENDEKT OF 
poe ee does not appear to be any cattle 
igease on the mainland as far as we can find 
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ADJOURNMENT. . 
The Board then adjourned until Thursday 
eek. 


a4 


R. ANDREWS, CASE AT WUCHOW. 


The interference be “the local authorities at 
cc with the |disposal of Mr. Andrew's 
oO 

D 


odg at that port; has, we hear, been fully 
dorsed by the Vi¢eroy and the question has 
ow to be deéided between the Tsungli Yamen 
nd the British Government whether the-treaty 
rovisions as to transit passes are to be observed 
rnot. It will be remembered that on repre-- 
sentations being made by the British Chargé 
dl’ Affaires to the Tsnngli Yamen instructions 


! 
! 
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“in the South must now he decided one way or 


- could not be found. 


March a proclamation in Chinese to the follow- 


. entitled to come hére to make inquiries in_re- 


permitting the free sale of the igoods. A 
proclamation was accordingly issued by the 
Prefect of Wuchow to this effect, hut with an 


into the hands of native merchants ;they would 
be taxed with lekin and duty again. ; It appears 
that the Viceroy, instead of conddmning this 
action on the part of {he Prefect, supports it, 
maintaining that it is not contrary to the 
instructions of the ‘T'sungli Yamen and that 
when once goods conveyed inland under transit 
pass have reached their destination and heen 
sold to Chinese the foreign merchant has 
nothing more to do with them ; in other words, 
that the native authorities canftax them to any 
extent they please. If this contention were 
admitted the transit pass would be reduced to 
worse than a nullity. Itis satisfactory to have 
the matter hrought to this concise and definite 
issue, for the whole question of transit passes 


the other. The treaty provision on the subject 
must either be upheld or it must be formally 
abandoned once for all. Mr. Andrew's case is 
now proved up ta the hilt by Chinese document- 
ary evidence and a case more clear and complete 


COMMERCE, 


_o—-——-——- .. 7 
THE COLONEL OF KOWLOON .OFFICIALLY RE- 
PRIMANDED FOR TAKING PART IN THE © 
OPENING CEREMONY.- ‘ 


It will he remembered that.at the opening of 
the Chinese?Chamber of Commerce, which was 
attended: by very objectionable features, the 
principal part in the ceremony was taken by 
Colonel Chan Kwan-shan, the officer in charge 
af Chinese Kowloon. It appears that the Gov- 
ernment complained to the Vicerdy of Canton 
of this-official’s procedure, ‘and on the 12th 


ing effect was issued :— 


‘PROCLAMATION ISSUED BYS SIR WILLIAM 
RORINSGN, GOVERNOR OF 
; ' "HONGKONG. 
Hongkong isa British possession and with 
its busitiess, reat or small, the Chinese officials 
have nothing whatever to ‘do, nor are they 


ference thereto.” ‘This is known to the whole 
world. At theopening of the Chinese Chamber 
of Commerce the Colonel in. charge at 
Kowloon came over here to take part in the 
ceremony. His interference in the sphere of 
the Hongkong Government was quite improper. 
J have communicated this matter {ov the British 
Consul at Canton, requesting him to report it 
to the Viceroy. I have now received a copy of 
a despatch reprimanding the said: Colonel, and 
I now issue this proclamation with the re- 
primand attached. My object in so doing is to 
let all people know that the power,of the 
Government is supreme and that no one can 
entrench upon it. The Viceroy'’s despatch re- 
primanding the Colonel is as follows :— 

“ T have received a despatch fromthe British 
Consul informing me that a complaint has been 
received from H.E. the Governor of Hongkong 
that on the occasion of the opening of the 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce at Hongkong 
the Colonel in official robes went oter to take the 
leading part in the ceremony. But Hongkong 
is a British possession, and the Colonel's going 
over to represent the Chinese in the ceremony 
was most improper. It is my duty to re- 
primand him and he is -hereby reprimanded 
accordingly and informed that ifin future he 
interferes with any of the aftairs of Hongkong 
he will be dismiesed. Let him not disobey.” 


Dee EE nee 


THE LOSS OF 1HE “ SPUNDILUS.” 


—___+____ ; 

There can be no doubt that the vessel which 
was wrecked on Cape Varela is thd tank steamer 
Spondilus and she has no doubf by this time 
become a total loss. The German steamer 
Holstein, from Singapore, arrived! in Hongkong 
onthe 10 h March and from information gathered 
on board we learn that the Spondilus wasseen on 
the rocks on Friday evening. |The Holstein 
was then about two ships’ length off and it 
_ could be plainly seen that the vessel had been 
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were given that a proclamation should be issued | abandoned by the crew 
gone, and the boat! ropes} were hanging 
over the side, indicating {that the bpats 
} had been lowered. |There| was then| no 
intimation added that when the goods had passed | ensign on the vessel ol 

namely, ‘ Assistance 
you tow me off?” It, was in consequence 
these signals that the captain) of the Holstein 
went close up to the wréck, buf when he saw that 
the crow had left and that it was 
him to tow the vessel aff the|rocks on account 
of the rough sea. he resumed his voyage, leaving 
the Spondilus ina very critipal condition with 
her stern low in the water and her stem high out 
of the water. Por. 

the first officer while o 
and some blankets floating in the water. and 
later he saw several ipiecas|of wood. Hp re- 
marked to the captain !that there‘had evidently 
been a wreok, and a:sharp [look out was|con- 
sequently kept. It is satigfactary to learn, 
however, that the crew of the Spondilus jhave 
arrived at Singapore,! The steamer Germania, 
which arrived from Saigon on the 11th March, 
saw them picked up 'by thé P. & O. steamer 
Borneo, and telegraphic advice of their aurival 
at Singapore has been received. 


wrecked on Sand Island jon the Ist. fi 
arrived in Hongkong by the Haildong from 
Amoy. At the time of the a ecident the Humber 


hama on the 27th Februa 
was throughout very thie 
could not be taken. | On 
1st inst. a dense fog was encountered and about 
seven o'clock the vessel stru¢k a rock on |Sand 
Island and a huge hole wag made in he bot- 
tom. Water rushed 'into the hold and| in a 
very few minutes it contained fourteen fret of 
water. The crew put off in| boats and want to 
Fisher Island and then to} Makung Harbour. 
The crew waited here five|or six days, |when 
they were taken on board [H.M.S. Plor 
conveyed to Amoy, where they transfer 
the Hailoong. Before leaving Amoy an 
inquiry was held respecting he loss of tha ship, 
which became a total wreek in two davs, and 
the captain and officers we 


‘The hox was of courge released at once and the 


: | [March 18, 1898. 
THE REPORTED TROUBLE AT 
CANTON. 


Reports récently appeared in one of the 
Shanghai papers of an intended rising at’ Can- 
ton, which, hdwever, failed to eventuate. We now 
hear—and this may perhaps explain the origin of 
the Shanghai rumour—that about China. New 
Year time letters were sent to the French and 
American Cqnsuls at Canton warning them that 
there was going to be trouble and that they had 
better get gunboats up. An English and a 
German gunboat were already at Can- . 
ton at the time. One letter is said to 
have been Mitten by hand, while the other 
was type ritten, the latter being headed 
“Beware, Beware, Beware.’ The letters were 
sent from Hovigkong and professed to be writ- 
ten by a Chinaman recently returned from a 
visit to Canton. Whether the affair.was in- 
tended as a Hoax, or whether the writer was an 
agent of the Canton Government who took this 
method of sécuring the presence of foreign war- 
yesgels, or the letters had some other motive 
will probably never be known. However, 
they were|the only indication of trouble . 
and apparently were not thought worthy 
of much ¢onsideration. So far all seems : 
quiet and likely to remain so. The only quarter 
in which there appears to be the faintest sug- 
gestion of disturbance is in connection with 
the cleaying ofthe Shameen Canal. It is said 
the shops| along the Canal Road facing 
Shameen, although they. have no right what- 
ever to do so, lease their frontages to. the 
boats lying in the canal and that they are 
now instigdting the boatpeople to resist being 
moved. The officials seem half-hearted about 
tackling the work, and this may have had some- 
thing to dp with the letters above mentioned. 
It has bedn decided to dig ont the canal in 
sections and only the boats in one section ata *. 
time are ta be moved. 


3 the boats had 


two signals were flyifig. 
ecessary,’ and “Can 


of 


impossible for 


reaching Cape Varela 
watch saw a mattress 
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, and the weather 
and observations 
e morning af the 


MARINE OF COURT INQUIRY. 


—_—_—____— 
VAGUF CHARGES AGAINST A SECOND OFFICER. 

On the 16th March a Marine Court of In- 
quiry was|held at the Harbour Master’s office 
to investigate certain charges of misconduct 
brought algainst P. J. Donovan, second -mate 
of the British steamship Chittagong, official 
number 85,878, of London, by Oliver Davey, 
master of the vessel. 

The Conrt was constituted as follows—Hon. 
Commandbr R. Murray Rumsey, R.N. (Stipen- 
diary Magistrate), Commander Kepplewade, 
H.M.S. Centurion, Mr. G. A. Lee, master of 
the British steamship Empress of Japan, Mr. 


dr and 


exonerated| from 
all blame. H 


THE DISPOSAL |OF NUE BODI 
PLAGUE PICTIMS. 


Some gruesome tales ard in circulation wi 
reference to the odcasionkl disposal af the 


J. Spencp, master of the British ‘steamship — 
bodies of persons who have died of qjlague. | Lightning. and Mr. H. A. Motyer, master of 


the Britigh steamship Anjer Head. 

Mr. Ddnnis represented the second mate. 

The captain's letter applying for the appoint- 
ment of 4 Court was read. : 

Captain Davey said—I am _ master of the 
British steamship Chittagong. The second mate 
has been|on the articles of the ship since 14th 
January,| 1895. On the return voyage from . 
America|in July last year— 

The Stipendiary Magistrate—Do you wish to 
go back as far as that? 

Witness—Yes. On the 10th July the de- 
fendant was put off duty because he was insolent 
to me onithe bridge. 


The following appedr to be authentic.| Last 
Sunday week a box, carefully matted, wr 
on board a steamer at Hongkong, the co 
being declared as sharkfins. On arrival at 
Canton a female passenger claimed it and de- 
clared the contents 'to bejher dead son,| a boy 
of thirteen or fyurteen, a victim of the plague. 


without going through the form of examining 
the contents. On the previous Saturday the 
contents of a new camphorwood box taken on 
board another steamer by a passenger were 
found to be a dead man, another victim-jof the 


Customs made re nk about its removal 


plague. In this case, it is said, the man was The (|Stipendiary Magistrate—You must 
alive when put in the box| After the steamer | not expq¢t the Court to come here and hear 
left the wharf the bdx was |opened, but the man | generalifies like that; you must go into details. 
was then dead. On artival at Canfon an | Did youfinake an entry in the log ?. 


Witndss—Yes. (Log produced). On the 21st 
February last he refused to perform his duty. 
On the 12th February I asked him if he had 
secured some dunnage and he said it ought to 
have begn done long ago, besides using other. 
insolent) language. ; ; 

.The | Stipendiary Magistrate—You have 
brought a charge against the second mate and 
you have not given details. You cannot expect 
people who are not acquainted with the cirenm- * 
stances to form any opinion simply on what you 
have told us now. We do not know anything 
at all about the circumstances. Do you propose. 
to go into more details about the charges? 

Witness—The insolence was continuous 
throughout the voyage. ; ey 
The President— Y es, but what youin your posl- 

tion as' captain might consider as insolent might 


inquisitive and not easily satisfied Cpstoms 
officer examined the box and fuund the contents 
to be a dead man as stated In both thege cases 
there is little doubt the box and caso will be used 
again to pack stots ot goods in, ajd may 
form a deadly instrument in. spreading the 
plague. 7 - | 
A mint for the cdinage lof silver dollars is to 
be establighed soon jn the province of Chpkiang. 
We hear that another case arrived at (Caxton 
a few days ago from Hongkong which op being 
opened was found contain the corppe of a 
plague victim. 


Mr. Den Kenjiro, chief of the Commmunica- 
tions Bureau, was to leaye Tokyo‘ for Europe | 
on the 3rd March to attend the International 
Telegraph Conference. | fe 
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not mean insolence—I do not say this is the | The President—I may as well tell you that refused to clear ‘the dock when T ordered him. 

case, but it might be—it nicht not mean inso- ; in an tnquiry by any Court where charges have |.I|signed the entries in tho log because the 

lence that we should be called upon to deal with! | to De investigated one cf the! first priueiples | | captain asked mé. The entries were written by. 

Do you wish to go farther ? : of idence is that il is no good a man coming | the captain himself. Iam not on good terms 
Witness—No. : ; i and saying what somebody elsq told him unless | with the second Gfficer.. I do. not know the 
’ The Dresident—Very well. ; (the tard party was present. It is mot worth | rdascn of his abusing me. As. far. as I know he . 
No farther questions wore asked by the Court. | ‘the trouble of writing i dow). 


n this CABO isin sober mean, and 1 believo ho knows his-duty. 
Mr. Dennyse—You offered to teen th | i the captain told you he had served|a copy of } 


ee 1 | Mfr. Dennys—Now what is your roasén for 
defendant, did you not P ‘the eutry on the second offierr. [tis very | tiying.to got him off tho ship ? 


Witness—Y s,- : i likely that was so, but the fadt is aot proved. Witness—Would you like. to be’ abused like 
Mr. Deunrs—He declined to take his did. | If the second officer said he did nob receivo a | al black guard for tho past ten months like I 
charge P i | copy and tho captain said Le did, where are you? ie been ? , 


Witucss—I told him I sould pay ‘him off, | You cannot pro further. 
but ho said he did not wish {o leave the ship. 2! Cs aptsin Davey—Have you not] on many |. 
Max. Dennys—It wae after’ his sayings that i pression: hac a great deal of iaaelen e from the 


Mr. Dennys—Is that your reason P 
Witness—He has always been abnsing me 


and working against mo. 
that you asked for this Court 2... “ second «ficer # Henry Simcn, the carpenter, was called. 
: Witness—-Thst was soms (ime ago—in Mey | Witnczs—Yes very often. in Fabruary last The Prosidcnt— What. ‘nationality are you? 
tS last year. \ year at Ratoum— Witne:s—I was born in Russia and married 
Mr. Dennys—Haven't you “offered fades ‘Tho J'resident—Well, let. uff have more | i England. (Laughtor). I have been in the 
discharge recently P= hodern history if pez ssible. 
Witness—No. fect 


-.Witness—On airiving in Hongkong last 
Mr. Donnye—Are.the owners or any of- the Mav [ ordered tho defendant to get the wires 
agents in this part of the world ?. . . pot oe | ready: to moor ship. Ho replied by jumping 
Witnese—Only the gonoral agents. - -on the deck and throwing his!arms|about. He 
Mr. Dennys— Who are.tho ownors P° : |-refueed to stay on board andj caid. that nobody 
Witness—Caulficld and C'o., Cardiff. -{ could stop him. On the 15th !Mayjhe gave me 
{ Mr. Dennys—Whist bas been the reason for’ | mere insolence and sbused me.: 
your disliking the defendant? -. es aes aptai: Davey—Hax he ciiered to fight you 


second officer gave ‘““cheek " to the captain. I 
wee nct on deck at the time, but I was in my 
room. I cculd not hear what they said. I 
sjencd tho ents: in the log. Icanmot remem- ~ 
ber what it said, but it was trne. I know it was 

1} . because I heard the second officer give 
“clic sk.” 

The Presidenti—What was tho “ cheok ? * 


eee eet cee 


{ 
) hittegovy siz months. On the 10th July the 


< Witness—I never disliked him at all; there . 22 reveral cetarions ? Witne:s—It was very bad language; shall I 
is no personal dislike. Witn-s:—Yes, in Batoum— no yon what it was? It was vory bad. 

t Mr. Dennys—Haven’ t you: told him he is no- { The Presid-nt—Oh, don't takejus back to} | "Le Precident—Ok yes. We must hear theso 

body on board the <hip aad that ho must rat | Baum acain. iuines sometimes. It goes against the grain 

! consider himself or yt ay f-cance be bo) pensto| Wit ners— Well in Ssigen’ he threatened to | very moh, but we must hear. tho language 
be friendly with the owners F ; sma-h te un. emetimes 

t Witness—No Ca; iin Davey—Didn't he yotnusa to do some Wit nce —I can't remember what it was. I 

' Mr. Denny hevaght the rhip ren duty 3 yor iid hm {to perfe vem} | heard that it wes bad langaage, I know. 

: from Bristol to Car ii? P : P Vrain. About thr: > weess agd I told him ; | Witners, ccuiinuing, said tho second mate 


£1 the bridge on ihe 10th July to look after 
he damage. Witness did not hear what took 
lace between the captain and the second mate. 
+ P.rtlend the second maie was going ashore 
fore the ship was secured. Ho once said 
omcthing like “Damn you” to tho first mate. 
By Bir. Deany:—Witucss could not remem- S, 
ev what bad laysuage the second mato had used. . 
Jancs Wilson, chiof engineer, said ho -had 
ard the s:cond mato use abusive language to 
he first ma*c, and William Bonting, the 
oulievmen, gave similar evidence. - 
Mz. Dennys add:cssed. tho Court and celled 
tiention to the fact that the second mate 
ad heen at’ sea thirty- three years, and his 
Gent: "px soved him to Cea man of excellent 
ieaen The charge against him was a 
wtry one. 
Detsudant said—I[ eam a native of Cork. 
Vheacrer 1 wont csuora I had the master's 
ermicsion. Each time I went on shore I got 
oucy aud leave from the captain. I have 
never retaliated when the chief officer has 
epokcn 12 me. Wo hada dispute once about 
the pesition of some casks. Ihave not abused 


pilot. Jd nie ce do ibmyself. Lscid I should report 
' Mr. Dennys—He hvlpad to taka the ship j 14 ‘im. Aloxt two hours afterwards he asked me 
down ? ; lie I head repoted lim, and I said “No.” I 

‘  ‘Witaess—Yes. ; at -werds reperted him. 
Mr. Dennys-—-Ho brought you a letter from | Tha Or “sident—Cah you give the Court 


tho owners? ; Little more cefuct + evidence about |the abusive 
Witness—Yeos; he said he wes joining the ship. | language ? Den't be afraid| of shocking our 
Mr. Deunye—Yon have no perzonal dislile | feel:nes. Let's havo some f it « Abusive 
for him, but von want to get him off the clin? | ianruace” isa very general 
Witness—Yes, 
In answer to ferther questions witness ate 
that the second officer stowel the dunnaze in 
- the after hatch. \ nc.s—When ho was ordered| to clear up 
Mr. Dennys—Where we-e you going on the | the decks at ceven am. he used 
10th July ¥ Vlaneu ioe. 


Wituecs—From Porthid. Mrevoa, to Hong- ‘The P es’ Jent—What sort of layemage ? 


kong. We arrive} here ja Angust. Witne:s—He called mo all the s kanks— ; 
Mr. Dennyz—Yeu Grom: ht 10 charge acainst The Peecsident—Let us hear details. 

the second ofScer {hen ? WwW itne si wont to his ream an called him 
Wituess—I made a compleint to thoshipping ! and. exme on dees and abuied mé¢ 


| 
: 
master. : ' | Vue DPirerident—Did you: say ngehig to 
Mr. Dennve—You me a complaint and Me 
| 


jim, you know. 
Witnees—He was very abusive ih Portland. 


Whe Dresident—Let us hear some of the 
Inv: naire, 


| 
Witness—I broncht the ship down with to [: Lo sup. vin’ond the working o£ "the | imhers. Jfe 


abusive 


a 


asked for an investication ? W ities — No. 
Witness—1 gaya in mz official log. The P:esideut—Do you mpan tolsay he went ; : : 
Mr. Denur:—Did you ask for an imveatiga- | on deck and abused you witho rhymo or {the captain. : When the first. mate told me 
tion ? ress: iF Natout tha dusnage I suid my proper place was 
Witness—Yecs, Wilne secs, ; Hon the bridge. Tiiterwards went and secured 
Mr. Dennys—iv was re sweet Y ae P: ~sident—There must bd have been | {the dana se and got hurt. 
Witacss—No; I fovnd i ivi net time to lave fom. re s-an. rely. | The following w+: the-finding of tho Court— 
an investigatiou. Wituess—ile wes vexed at being called go |/We havec: xefuby considered (he ovidence before 
Comman:iez Keppler iearly. L caunct remember all he said. He the. Court in tho presence of the accused as 
here in August L eatlad. mie suitic well as his stitemgnt in defenee.-. We are 
Witness—ore: dare.) We arrived ono Sun- | Tle Peesident—What names 7 [ef opi:rion that the ovidenco is too vague and 
day and left or tio ful'dwing Suaday. . ; Witacss—Skuuk and I don't know what. | general in its terms to sustain. a charge of 
1 
i) 
| 


radc—ILow long were you 


* ss is aT ray flicer 
iam Hughe: sait—i am chief officer of [| The Presidenti— If vou do rt Ludw what how | Me, s miscondnet ca the part ofthe second o ; 
ae’ Ghikaqone. { verhember the lo:h July ido yoa Luow 4 {hey were padi ames ; cis paces ee one tgs does net 
last year. Tho chp was oiemypovace ivam z'ort- Writa:ss—They were bud names, eu) wit! Phas caic ae rs ‘ on Web 
land, Orzgoa. fo Hous ‘song, Accix p.m. tho | not like ta repe ext them. eae coin - pee ‘ aS oy igh 5 
. eaptaia was cu thc ee and the secoud officer | The President—Oh, don’t be afrpid. te “Chitier ng in ten td egtatate rr oe 
x was down tie fore ducx. Tiss: inmy room. Ii Witne: —tio called me ee the-——skunks ||! te a 1G joe: ane Recs irarl oe aes 
thought I hesrd tho cap ain ask the second mate | aud sly skunks. | an ld he re Seater ere Pee ae ; mn 
what he wasdoing. Idi not hear what ihe cap- The President—Do yan niean t the . e aan hie he ont aes line a 8. 
a sad. I Leard tho &: coud mate answor, but | ——skunk f: r no reason at all § ? erefore order iis discharge accordingly. 
T do not know what he said. ‘Chatis all I know Witness—I did not do anything 
about if.° I remember lat ¢ho captain ordered | ; Tho President—Is that ili way he frequently 
tho second cfficer to his room. An entry was ; goes on: : 
made in the log. J bstow tho second officer had | = Witncs-—Yes. 


but I would . 


> 3 he said 


CHE POLICE REPORT FOR 1895. 
> 
Tho report of Captain Hastings, Acting 


a copy of the entry Lecause the captaia told me. { ‘Tho Pzesident—When was the lhst time ?” Captain Superintendent of Police, was laid bo- 

I have haar from the aoe about the second , Witn. ss—In Srigon, thrqe weeks ago. Ho | fore the Legista‘ive Council on the 10th March. 

officer's conduct on the 12ikh Vobraary. I was ; said the donkeyman was not} a fit/man 1 to keop } it is'es follows. a fess tables being omitted aos 

not on deck at the time. ‘watch and I said that wag my lusiness. He Tho statisti « show an inerease as compared 
Mr. Dennys— I must ask the Court not to then commcneed calling me names and said he | sith the return of Inst year of 54.85 per cent, in 

take that bocause of course it isnot evidence. was going to smash me. i the total of all ease. reported to the Police. In 
The Prcsident—W6 will take it for what it is Th. Presidont--Now you are] going into | the sub-divisions of thesa cages Lite sorious and * 

worth. geueralitics again. When did he pall you? minor offences there appears un increase as com- 


Witness, continuing—I know that an entry Witness—He said “1 smash you” and 
was made in-the log, and that the second officer | then walked away and I heard no more from 
h f the en ‘T'Know that, because | him. 
the captste told ie: ae By Mr. Dennys—At Portla ud defendant 


pared with last ay of 7.45 per cent. in the 
former, and of 7-£... 1 the latter category. The. 
reason for this increase in serious crime is pro- 
bably to be found in the faot that curing, ‘at least 


Be 


three months of 1894 during the epidemic’ the 
town was largely deplated of its Chinese popula- | year $57,559, 
tion, in which doubtless many of the thieving | 
ofass as well as their prey were absent. This | owners, $12,049. 
{dea is strengthened by a comparison of 1895 ; 
with 1893, which was a normal year as to ! 
population. 
of only 1.54 per cent. iv 1895 over 1893. The { 
increase in minor offences is largely due to i March in consequence of|the enforcement from 
miscellaneous offences which may he classdd aa | the Ist January of the by-laws for the Hoensi 
offences against sanitary arrangements, good | and registration of common lodging-ho 
order in streets. and kindred offences, while the ; under the Public Health| Ordinance. 


THE HONGKONG WHEKLY PRESS AND 
Value of property repo ed stolen during t 


Recovered by ‘the Police abd reatoredeto 


a ee 


Articles reported lost /132, valued at $2,7 2. 
Articlea found 63, valued at $736. 
Articles found claimed jby owners 32. 


This comparison shows an increase j 
The coal and cargo codlies styuck on the 23rd 


enforcement of the Light and Pass Ordinance 
is responsible for 2.05 more cases than in BRO, 
Three murders came under notice of the 
Police in 1894 :-—- i 
L—On the 14th February about 9 p.m. 
Havildar Umraz Khan, Hongkong Regi- 
ment, was shot near the camp and died the 
next morning. His supposed assailant 
Private Nanul Shah was arrested on the 


Every endeavour had been made by the 
gistrar-General to explain the by-laws, not only 
personally to the keepers of the houses but vas 

tigns 


by the circulation of 3,0 printed tranala 
On the 20th March,| twenty-seven of the 


of the by-laws. 

principal Jodging-bousa ;keapers were afforde 
another opportunity to.conform to the by-laws, 
hy the Acting President; of the/Sanitary Board, 
statement of the wounded man, but no | who desired them to attand at his office. ot 
other evidence was obtainable and the .man | one attended and they were all summoned. 


was discharged at. the Police Court. On‘the 22nd only ove! keepet answered ue 


er eee nt EN 


Q—On the Iéth February a quarrel took | summons at the Magistracy. 


lace in & boat lying off Bonham Strand: Warrants were igsned for thq other 26, search 
tween four Cluinese boatmen. Two were | wag made for them, but they had absconded. 
wounded and sent. to hospital ; one of these | The Police were trengthened and picquets 
men Siug Sheang Li died from the effects | patrolled the streets us Well asj the harbour, in 
of his wounds on the 27th February. - “pinnaces. 
8—John Gunderson, seaman, belonging to|~ On the 23rd on thd arrival of the Magao 
the Geo. F. Manson. railing ship, was re- | steamer the only attempt at a fisturbance took 
hist missing from his vessel on the 6th) diace. A number of stevedore| coolies on strike 
etober and was snbsequently found | dndeavoured to interfere with| the coolies who 
murdered on Cowee Chait Island. Two | dttonded regularly to carry baggage and goods 
boat people, a man and his wife (in whose | dshore cna (cee ; 
boat Gunderson is said to have been), were The Police had no diffonlts jin dispersing {the 
arrested and charged with the murder, but teoud, and two men were arrested (by Chess 
were discharged for want of evidence at | constables). convicted, and fined $15 each or' six 


the October Sessions. weeks’ ard labour. i+ . 
HIGHWAY, PORBEEIES. : By the evening 3,0%' coolies were on suite. 
On the 19th January a man was stopped, | On /the 24th the whole of| the coal coolies 
pepper thrown in his eres by three men (one joined the strikers. —“ 
armed with a kuife), on the Shankiwan Road | On the 25th fifty co. iciets chaled the steamer 
between Bay View and North Point, and money | Irerona and 100 men of|the Rif 
stolen from him to the amount of $370. barged the steamer Pdkin. l 
; On the 24th Jannary a man was stopped on |i Phe 200 Swatow coolies of the Kowloon |Go- 
the Magazine Gap Road by three men, one of | down Company did not/strike; being protected 
whom was armed with a knife and who robbed Iby a guard of the Hongkong Regiment, who 
him of clothing and money value 814. iguarded the wharves till the and of the strike. 
On the 5th February a woman while crossing | | 


itary Rifle Hange was assaulted and | ' There was an arrest for |intimidation [this 

te ot ct ten die doliaes by two men. ~ day, the 25th, in Victoria, the prisoner being 
On the 16th July a man was stopped on the pone and sentencefl to three months’ ard 

: : abour. 
aoe Road and robbed of five dollars by \ he hands in the Quarry Bay Refinery etruck 

On the 9th September a boy was thrown |work. 
down by another on the Bonham Road and }| On the 25th and 26th severp 
robbed of a bangle valued at 36. : 

On the lst October two men stopped another 
on the Morrision Hill Road, threw tobaco dust 
in his face, and robbed him of $20. 

GANG ROBBERIES. 

On the 18th November about 6.30 p.m., three 
men armed with revolvers entered No. 106, 
ee West, overawed the shop people and stole 
a silver watch value $5. 

On the 22nd November at 9.30 p.m., three 
men armed with revolvers entered No. 124, 
Wellington Street (raw opium shop) and simi- 
larly robbed the people, stealing notes and silver 
value $900. 

STREET ROBBERIES. 

On the 30th December, 1894, a man was 
drugged and robbed of $20 by gamblers in 
Third Street. His report was considered 
doubtful, as he had been gambling. 

About midnight, the 3rd and 4th January, a 
man boarded a boat in Yaumati Harbour, seized 
a woman by the throat and stole from the" boat 
some jewellery. Four men were concerned. 

On the 3rd July two men threw pepper in 
the eyes of another in Queen’s Road West and 
robbed him of a bundle of clothing value $2. 

On the 12th July a ian was robbed of his 
Ce maticeet De toes eyes = "This day the hands at Hung-hom Dooks began 

On the 15th August 2 wan was pushed down { to be restless: two strangers, oubtless emissaries 


i ; ; ‘ from the strikers, were, however, arrested and 
him of ror ala as ; sentenced to three months’ hard labour as rogues 


Two cases, inclnded in the Returns as | and yagabonds. and the Deck hands gave no 


Felonies not already given, occurred in Manila | more trouble. | oe 
and were sent here by the Consular Authorities | The remaining hands at| Hast’ Point Re 


i 
1 


ithe coolies being y 
‘afloat and by patrols on the 

On the 26th the cargo boa 
to strike, but on being we 
ithat they conld not |leave 
| colony without a clearance, ay 
being dealt with by the Registrar-Geyeral, 
remained passive, though private individuals 
| could only hire them throngh/ the Police. | 
| The hands at the Yuen Refinery sfruck 
| work. H 
| On the 27th a depdt bf cargp boats was formed 
! by the Water Police, to save time in hfring 

them. ; H 
The coolies working at Aberdeen struck this 

day. 

There were now 20,000 codfies on strike! 

Six petty officers of the Navy were sworn in 
as special constables to do duty with the Water 
Police. 

Men of the Hongkong 
gaged discharging vessels. 

On the 28th the Police hi 
local firm at 81 a day, but the firm snbsequently. 
declined to pay such large |wages, fearing to 
to projudice future rates. 


to be tried. : ii finery struck. a 

4 Europeans, attempted murder, April ses On the Ist April the Police secured 850 coolies- 
sons, ship Launburga. Convicted. | at $1 a day for various 7 

1 Earopean, manslanghter, June sessions, I On the 2nd over 500 colies were supplied to 


ship Esther Roy. Convicted. various firms. 


settee ates opp a RS LEI 


Rifle Brigade idis- 
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On the 2nd the Brigadior in charge ‘at Chi. — 
nese Kowloon drove away the head coolies. —~ 

On the Srd the Police engaged 1,000 coolies 
at 75 cents a day for employers of labour, 

At noon on the 4th the strike was at an end. 

A picquet from the Rifle Brigade did daty- 
at Quarry Bay, from the 26th March iill the 
end of the strike. 

During the strike from the ?5th March 4 
4th April inclusive 2,622 men of the Riffo . 
Brigade, 1,860 men of the Hongkong Regi. 
a ee oa officers eae ate eae 
officers of both regiments did dw inj 
workmen and dischargi g ships. ¥ guarding 

562 convicts coaled and discharged vessela. 
and 632 blue jacketa and marines rendered valn- 
able services coaling. "Tos 

The special constables (Petty Officers R.N.) 
performed their duties very catiafactorily, and 
conducted themeelves in a most exemplary 
manner. tee 

The Police of sll ranks and nationslities dis- 
pliye much euergy, discretion, and good 

mper during the strike. 7 ase 

Inspectors Stanton and Hennessy rendered 
most valnable services in hiring coolies and 
cargo boats respectively. ns k 

Fifty-five offenders were arrested during the 
strike, and punishments inflicted varying from 
three months’ hard Isbour to $1 or seven days’ 
hard labour. 


On the sae sige Police Sergeant’ Molver 
was appointed as porary Sani Tnane ctor,’ 
and detailed for the special duty collecting 
evidence for prosecuting the keepers of un- 
registered lodging-houses. : 

Between that date and SIst May 454 houses 
were visited, on an average four times each. 

The keepers of 115 houses registered, 66 did 
not contain sufficient occupants to come within 
the definition of a common lodging-house. 

273 keepers were summoned for failing to 


| register. = 


65 failed to appear, and warrants were issned. 

82 were subsequently arrested. 

33 closed their houses. oe 

24) keepers were convicted, and fines aggre- 
gating $1,516.75 imposed. 

47 keepers were recommended for banishment. 

12 were banished, the remainder - having 
found security for good behaviour were net 
banished. a: 

“LICENCES. 

Jinricksl-a licences have been ted only 
to builders and repairers’ shops, with a view to 
the elimination of middlemen or farmers of 
licences. i 

Licensees have been required to sign an 
undertaking that they will not charge their 
drawers more than cents a day each in the 
summer, and 30 cents a day each in the winter 
months. : 

There are two drawers to each jinricksha. All 
licensed bearers of public chairs and drawers of 
jinrickshas have been medically examined as to 
their fitness for their occupation; about 5 per 
cent. were rejected. Licensed marine store 
dealers have increased from 5-to 30; fines 
aggregating $1,000 having been imposed on the 

icensed store dealers. 

Dogs.—1,580 dogs were licensed, 99- de- 
atroyed, 20 restored to their owners, 6 ransomed. 

Vehicles.—-Private vehicles licensed.—588 
yebicles for trade were licensed, 10 for private _ 
use, 17 for livery. : 


ARMB. : 
2.813 export permits under Ordinance 8 of 
1895 wore taken out for the export of— 


Revolvers  ....cocescesseesseeeL0,010 
youmrraeper ahices caus deeas a 
peating rifles ...... Biives tte A 
Swords ....... : eas 
Pistols cocececcscvsecsscsenses +.,6,185 
Cartridges ....ccssccesseeees 
CAPS. .ccsscercesteseoeees 08,423 boxes 
Tron GUD ocsscseecsesens 


Dynamite pat peaperecuenceces 


“ 


sections of the Ordinance, of whom 51 were wo- | against 161, and WL for leaving 


| ir 24 
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| which if will be seen that Hongkong is the 
In addition to the 250 beggars sent tp to the | only place that reduces its Poligo as thb popula- ortunately resulted in the substantial loss of. 
Phlice Court 477 have been summarily deported | tion increases, nor does the gi{nation of the 4.382.45 shown by the ‘ahnexed accounts, after 
to| Kowloon City and Canton. _ colony, the mixed character of its population : allowance had been made for a sum of $50,000 
PLAGUE. i and Police Force appear to plage it in apy more | conceded by the General. Agents. 
he precantions adopted for the preveution | favourable position i ndoplin such ju courset i. WATER 8UPPLY. 
of|plague bave already been fully reported on | than thd other places given in the tallp. ! fn view of the unfavourable prospects of the year, 
eldowhere. : i CONDUCT. and consequent necessity for curtailing expenditare 
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Inder these circumstances the business of the year 


MENDICANTS. 


European -Police. Sergeant, * European The ¢onduct of the Europfan Palice has | 38 matich as possible, the General Agents and Consult- 
Pdlice Constables, and 16 Chinese Constables | again been satisfactory, ac Las also bean that of Committee decided iu July last to suspend 
were engaged on house to house visitation duty | the Indian contingent. oe . sige for ve time Leing upon the Soukumpoo 
fram the Ist to 3ist May inclusive. 3 European Offences amongst the Chinpse Police have | © Pare eer ete a atl aie ha as 
Police, Constables and 12 Chinese Constables | been mainly the outcome of their indbility to ee ee ee ee R pluck oe ae 
ih ear Reel ava eee pepe conform to discipline. The serious offence cf y edie ia Phe Bee ae para te fa 

olice Constable and - inese Constables s . 7 : 
from the 16th June to 3}at July inclusive, On| The ,number of reports; made| aguinst jie DECREED Sree One OF an 
duty at the {Tung Wah Hospital from the Ist | Europedn mombers of the Forde wax {& against. 
May to tho 17th July 3 [ndian and 3 Chinese | 74 last yoar. ; { $162.600, there will remain a sum for disposal. of 
Constables. j Of these 8 were for drunkenness ab against | 140,000, which, with the consent of the shareholders, 
rom the 17th May to Slst July inclusive ' 10 in the previous 12 months, 4 for dixorderly | the General _Agents and Consulting Committee 
napector Quincey and a party of detectives | conduct! assaults and fighting, and 3 fer sitting | propose to write back to credit of profit. and foes 
nightly tracked the passengers from the river | down on duty, as against 3 and 3 regpectively, | sqcount. . 


heing agleop on duty has decreased all round. 


standing at credit of new water supply in the state 
nt of accounts dated 5th of March last was 


steamers to their lodgings, with a view of | 4 for naglect of duty and 5 for‘asleep lon duty. CONSULTING COMMITTER: ; 
ascertaining if plague was being imported. _—{ as agaistat 12 and 10 in the previons rpar. Mr. C.S. Sharp was invited to join the Consulting 
here wore no complaints against the Police. Against men of the Indian ¢ontingeut there | Committee on the departure of Mr. A. G. Wood 


| 
LIGHT AND PASS ORDINANCE. | were 162 reporis ag against 214 in ISM4. yom the colony. Ms : 

The provisions of tho Light and Pass Ordin- | < against The memters of the Committee offer themselves 
anca were enforced from the 23rd Novamber | JR in 1894, 11 for disorderiy condnat. uesault far re-election. 
(whan notices were issued in the (‘hincse papers) 2, AUDITORS. 
till the end of the year. The regulation re- | duty, ué sgainst 41,22 for absence ftom duty,| | The accounts have been audited by Meesrs.-.Thos, 
quiring the carrying of a light after + p.m. was | or beatiand late for duty, as dguinst /17. 33 for | jmnold and Fullerton Henderson, who offer them- 
also |adhered to, the result being an almost : gossiping, silting down and idling selves for re-election. 
abrupt termination of all descriptions of offences | against 39, 9 for asleep on duty, ae 
efter night-fall. and 7 for leaving beat before heing 

Comparing the Fart between the 25th | againati 5. i 
November, 1894, and the 21st December of the Amongst Chinese Constables there were 542 
eame|vear with the corresponding period of | reports as against 397 in 1894, 
1895,l\exclusive of Light and 


q , r le V 
ainst Lh, JaRDINE, Matreson & Co., 


aes General Agent. 
plioved, @8 | | Hongkong, 13th March, 1896. 


BaLANnce SHEET—Onw Yearn—ro 3lst Decemuser, 


asa offencer, thare It shonld be noted in this connettion that 1895. oot OS 
- were |325 fewer cases in the Police Court in} the Chinese Force was increased throughout . eran eta ” ¢ & 
1895. the year by 30 men. to make up for Ma deficien- Paid-up capital ...... Seat 2,000,000:00 
During the samo period there were 8 fewer | cigs in the Indian contingent. | Now water supply... ................--.+. _ 160,507.70 
burglpries reported, viz., 9 in 1894 and Lin 1895, i There was 1 cage of drumkenness tu the | Gundry creditors 0. eee 2,831,189.00 


and & few cases of larceny. Chinese Force as against 2 in 1894, in other 
During the period under review there were | respects inoreases are noted, ak 203 teports for 
1,450\arrests for breaches of the Light and Pass | absence from duty or beat. land late for duty. 
at before 

men, amongst that number there being 33 blind | being relieved, against 6 the previous year, 


$4,791,647.60 


ARBETE. $6 
Property account, coasiating of— 


ee 
a 


singing girle, miserable creatures who belong} There was a decrease from 48 {o 44 for usleep East Point refinery... ow eee} 
to bd Lowest claas of prostitutes. | on duty. pein ieags sone { 1,619,180.21 
Trade was safeguarded by arrangiug that; 1 Indian Constable was convicted before a| | Hongkong distillery 1 
head men with passes and lights should accom- | Magistrate and fined $10 for neglect of duty. Site at Soukumpoo........ vcs dD : 
y their gangs of coal or cargo coolies to and 1 Chinese Constable was fined £3 for using | fash... ce ete cee oe 652.76 
m their lodging-houses. disrespectful language in Court. and one was | Rew and refined sugar...........-...00020.5.  1,025,907.02 


rita and rum, &¢. ..............:6 2 cee 9,466.20 
, Coals, stores, fire insurance, £¢. . 335,826:55 


eat deal of work was thrown on the | fined $5 for being in possegsion of prepared 
Office as alzo on that of the Registrar- opium. 2 j 


i i Sundry debtors 00.0.0... 0.0660 eee eee $12,584.77 
the number of quarterly night passes | eee HEALTH. . Shipments ........ eee $1,863,899,53 
rapidly to over 13,000; it has since risen | The health of the Force hag been satisfactory. || Less advance................. 420,210.89 

) and annual passes, I believe, to nearly | The admissions to Hospital were, compared ———— _ 1,443,688.64 

. | with last year, as follows: __ ss CL aly aie 

8TRENGTH OF THE FOBCE. : peo. IRIS. Balance of profit and loss account .. ...... "944,382.45 

average strength of the Police Force KL omnes ers eae 

the year 189% has been 558, its greatest | 233 : . $4,791,647.60 

strength, in February, 590, and its least in } Ls : 


Au 535. In December it was 541. Ex- 


Property Account, 
clusive of men on leave, the European force 


i : en tS eS, ed ma % Cc. 
GHINA SUGAR REFIXI G Ch, To balance at debit on 31st December, 1894 J,617,759.21 


non an average 6 men short, and the | LIMITED To now machinery ..... ...... 1,430.00 
contingent 40. In December the latter | H ae 
below strength and the Europeans 7 | Soa ol } } $1,619,189.21 
1 of all ranks being 541. i The following is the aa a puesentation : —. 
To endeavour to some extent to supplement | ihe igbareholders Ae gees pigate nen Aen By b a : ay 
‘ hs general meeting, to be held at the pffices of the / 27 alance at date 22.6... ee . 1,619,189.21 
the Indians 30 temporary Chinese Constables {oe ST enk, . peat eee 
F General Agents on 27th March : - 
were | engaged, but the substitute has been a | ac i ; bh $1,619,189.21 
bi? Races ee Ualdie tease reece ov che Camiparthc Ponines: fe a oe edaa ee 
-f , } ROFIT AND S ACCOYNT. 
ue bly tra cree pa hee rag bi the year 1295, with a statement of ageounts to 31st zt Db : 6 
fru of success P ; ’ oe d ber last. hi i i . ie commission ne Gaaadiive Gla 20,321.89 
- F 7 e depression, which, in cousequedce Glover pro- | To remuneration to Consulting Committee ... 2,500.00 
men Gre not trained Constables (wherets |) quet on, cctated during the ee part of the Teak To auditors’ foes y meee ahaa wang "500.00 
the rporuits from the United Kingdom are}. | 1894! in the sugar trade of the wdrld, continued during | To intorest account’ ooo... eee ee ieee oes BT M5834 
During their probationary period they, ara | the succceding twelve mouths, aa as Rupplies everv- | To lose on working -.--.- cee ee, 145,007.84 
merely learners, not available for street duty 1 whete in the East exceeded demand, the valve of —_—_—— 
quently at the expiration of the {hres ; sugar remained at a very low level. $255,872.57 
months they have found more suitalile or remu- | tis level Leing unfortunately nijich below the : —_—_ 
nerative employment. One result of the failure , prices ruling when some of the Company's stocks of oo Jan. ae es ; $ < 
to repruit Indians hag been that they have bad : Suvi raw sugar were contracte for, t usual margin | De carried from year... 0... 11,540. 
-no Idave and it has been not nanaturally a | onrefining did not exist and it}was in ossibie duting | 5. balanea ve 244.989.45 
of considerable dissatisfaction. several several months to sell in_the prinelpal consuming y BO a ID ee TL oes 
men haying resigned. markets except at a loss. Thejlaving|down cast ofa $255,872.57 
Europeans from the Metropolitan Police | @nsfderahe parton of the raw sugar was also ad- Se 
Forde arrived in March last and have given | Ye ly -affected by the fall inj sterling exchange in 


the early part of the year. 


satisfaction. af usual demand for the Refinery's sugar locally 


d 
| . ae: 
| . ‘ 45 Jinrickshas plying for hire on the new 
throat a fortnight after arrival. _ : | re Sanee Aide ane aa ie ae ne ie Maloo” at Nankin, recently constructed -by 
connection with the reduction of the ! prig ‘of beet sngar imported from Edrope. | order of the Viceroy Chang Chih-tung, are re- 
Force, a table is attached bereto, show- ‘ The dry weather during tHe spring certuiled the quired to pay a licence fee of $1 por vehicle per 
ing the ratio of increase in certain towns in | water sipply at the works, cauting a flarge reduction month. Already there havo been many licences 
the United Kingdom, Singapore, and Shanghai in te uiatand involving heavy loss pf interest owing applied for, and it is ovident that the road 
compiled from returns received last year, from ' to thé accumulation of stocks of raw sugati promises to be well patronised.—Mercury. 


seeder by. a 5 = coat a 
Sees 2 ee ee ee sacra ck =) aes aes ———— 


:; 
. 
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“Amount of capital, 6,000 sharez at $25 cach, 


(GEO. FENWICK & CO., LIMITED. | 


s == i 
“The following is the report of the General | ‘ 
Manager for presentation to the general meeting ; |The following is the r 


: bport. f the directors 
to be held on the 19th Mareh -— for the year ended 31st December, 1895, to [be 


: The General Manager hess to siibrnil to the share- submitted to the anutal renera mecting to be 

holders a statement of accounts showing the result | held at Shanghai on the 18th iystant -— 

of the Company's working fer the seventh year | > ho divectars beg to} subrni 
; ectora b , subin 


ending 3ist December, 1&0. i holders the annnal statement of yecounts for 18)5. 


patie et proft_ for the wat wear auounls £21 "After payment of an a ingrim dividend of 
sede fy : ugnst last, the 


oe need ; “Ws. 8 per share on the 12th 
eae el ; a ' eae | profit and loss account shows |a credit balance 
ten per cent.; or $15,000, to shareholders, anditor’s (including ‘Tis. 12,027.30 brought forward frpm 
fed $150, consulting cmnmittee $309, place $4,000 189-4) of Tls. 51,673.28, which it is proposéd to 
to! rexerve, and carry forward the balance of divide among the holders of the8,G01 new shares 
$10,490.01 to next year’s account. ‘laf the Company, representing, the ahove men- 
en CONSULTING COMMITTEE. | tioned 2,867 shares=Tls. 18 per old share. 
iMessre Parlane and Rodger are eligible for re The repairs mentioned in last year's report} as 
election. being necessary to the Pootang Wharf and 
Tungkadoo Wharf have been! completed and 
paid for ont of revenue. ae ; 
Consequent on the sale of part of the Ningpo 
Wharf premises Tls. 30,000 of debentures were 
purchased on the markét and cancelled. : 
- At the beginning of November Mr. A. Korff, 
on the invitation of ‘the directors, joined the 
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SHANGHAI AND HONGKEW 
WHARF COMPANY. 7 


AUDITuR. 
The accounts have heen audited by Mr. T. Arnold, 
who offers himself for re-election. 
Gero. Fenwick, General Manager. 
Hongkong, 12th March, 1496. 


DeckuBer 31st, 1895. 
ASSETS. $ ¢ 
Value of land and buildings there- 


on as per last statement . _... $92,867.50 In terms of the resolutions passed at the 

Added during the year (new extraordinary general: meeting of the share- 

building) wan mage $3 1,826.99 holders held on 11th November, tho direqtors 

$91,694.49 have completed the purchase of “fessrs. Jardine, 

Less cineuae weiner or hnderees : Matheson & Co.'s interest id the ‘Wharves,| the 

ciation ayes ay4.49 revised deed of settlement has/been printed; and 

—— 94,000.00 | three shares of the facd value of T]a. 100 rach 

Value of plant and office furniture share previously held Rave heen placed to} the 

ag per last statement ee eredit of shareholders in the rpgister as on Ist 
2,855. 


Added during the year ...... Jaunary, 1996. ! 


’ Mr. Burman having’ gone home, the directors 
appointed Mr. C. W. ‘Wrigh}fson to andif, the 
‘books in conjunction with My. Wingrove. 

The present directors and anditors [offer 


$29,175.89 
Les: amount traneferred 
ta stock account _ $4,000.00 
Amount written off for 


depreciation ....... 2,247.34 . ‘themselves for re-clection. 
OE aca wes JARDINE, MatHEsON & Co. 
Value of stock intrado. 0... 44,625.98 : Gener 1 Agents. 
Work in progregs ........ 00... 8,004.21 
Unexpired fire insurance ... 114.23 


“DR. RENNIE ON THR PLAGUE) AT 
18,503.79 | CANTON : 


Current account with the Hongkong ‘and 
Shanghai Banking Corporation ....... ...... 


Cash in hand ........ 79,75 
Sundry debtora .........0-0. 10,450.78 |) Dr. Alexander Rennie, who was the Customs 
——— | Medical Officer at Canton at the time of the 
$148,712.20 | plague, Las written an interesting report|/ upon 
bist ae the epidemic fcr the Customs Medical Reports. 


from which we make the follewing extracis :— 

, | In China little or nothing had been feard 
: aay | of the plague since its prevalfnce at Vakhoi in 
Wee’ F182) eo that its appearance af Cauteu in March, 
1844, was somewhat unexp¢cted: Europeans, 
by the ravages of centuries, were rendered 
painfully fazniliar with the disease ; t to 
them all interest ceased on! its cisappegrance 
from Europe in IS41, and iy IS4+ from Egypt 
—its home for over en tenturics. Several 


fally paid-up .... 
Reserve fund 0...) eee 
Amount received in advance an account of 

contracts in hand ........0 6 eee ee ees 
Sundry creditore Sea eunteaabatey nen satty’e Uy 
Balance of profit and Inse account 


11,670.89 
: 104.40 
. 35,9tu.0l 


Prorit ann Luss Accotst, Slet DecesBer, 1845 J : ‘ 
es eevee ye oe og ears passed, and etd “istk Wer eprin- 
To cust of labour, material. and working ox- z oc Sane sires sree: eriol a aay alae peahre 


ning to believe the yirus s extinct and the 


PONCE 5. oevtese enter cee OSD cee ae BEUEETO! : ana : 
To office and manager's salaries 008.50) plague a thing ef ca past jehen attentign was 
To fire insurance £ ein te tes 190.9] | directed ta aun outbreak in Asser. Western 
To Crown rent and tase. 2-2. 2 2. Luxtat | Arabia, 1853; followell by outbreaks iu Bengazi. 
oe Se parked ps epee ee Brinn 1 North Afria, 1858; /Persiad Kurdistan, |1863. 
gunt written off property accou v4 44 ain ice a Eunbratex ; 
To amount of bad debe wre off oe 497 Lae oe ae ae an’ bi i 
Toold dividend, previously written of, claimed 17.75 Ta ha oak extending as far north 
To balanco to be appropriated, viz.:— as Bagdad, 1876, and over |the country lying 
Add to reserve fund.,......0 ... & £,000.00 between the Tigris dud the Syrian deseyt. It 
Dividend of 10 per cent. on ; ‘} now appeared in south-eastern Persia and gradu- 
150,000... ie ceeseeseee vee TAL AU0.00 1} gliy extended northwprds to the southern] shore 
ae i tevee tof the Caspian Sea; snd in} 1878 broke pot in 
neulting Committee's fees...... 300.00 th eee ¢t Astrak ower Volrg. thus 
Balance to be éarried to new } se aia cate ia ee 
accuunt woe ee 16, ANET ‘|! reappearing cn Eurdpean sgil after an ubsence 
35,940.01]: of thirty-seven yeas. 1t prould thus pppear, 
—————! | that, thongh often! seemingly- quiescent, the 
$115,797.59 | plague has never really beer} extinct; and now, 
——— | brought face to face with ifs presemee in 
By amount brought forward from laet year’s & ¢.| Southern Clina and Hongkong, menacing as 
Puerperal apts aa ene Pree tee it does commercial intercourse with the] West, 
By eatin teas ng. We tanier reals: that: slie: pulhecale ps fran gnt 

By interest account ......... v0.07 | With danger. 


2114 The presence of the plague inthe (hinese 


aa _ -, 5.007 Empire does uot seem fo fliave been brought 

——___. } to notice until the outbreaklin 1871, at H’u-erh, 

$115,797.59 } in Yunnan, during tho great Mahommedan 

——— # rebellion. - With its subsequent progress in 
: To "that province we lave been made fami iar by 
The Shanghai Mercury of the 9th March‘: tho notes of Mr. E. R cher and travellers 
says :—The first fleet of tho Chinese Govern- such as Baber and Bourne, and also [by the 
ment rice transports, junks, to the number of '| French missionaries, who thave on one |or two 
89, with a total load of 16,448 shih (25,702/| occasions heen attacked byithe disease. | From 
piculs) of tribute rice is under despatch for|| the observations o these! men we learn that 
Tientsin and will sail in a few days. | the plague is endemic in ‘Yunnan, prevailing 


By bonus from insurance COMPANY . occas 
By profit on exchange - : 


ND 


| 


\ 


to the shate- | 


Ne ee ee ne a ars ek ie 


-that the plague hes been known in Canton ~ 
previous to the present outbreak, although, of 


“Making, however, all due allowance for this, 


the digeaso reach the scaboarlf China? The 


wway uf commerce Letweou Yunnan and Kwang. 
‘tung is the West River. cn which are situated 
one op two entrepotaaf iradk 


other yireducts cf Yunnan are {transmitted to 
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annnally from March to July, the summer heat 
being evidently adverse to its progress, Hs 
severe cpidemic violence in 1871-73 was doubt- 
loss accentuated by the misery and. privation 
attendant on the horror of civil war. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Rocher, opinion in Yunnan is divided 
as to tho origin of the discase, some stating that 
it reached the province from Burma,. while 
others maintain that it had existed previously” 
in Tali-fu, in the oxtreme west of the province. 
In the absence of authentic history .as to. how 
long tho plague has existed in Yunnan, we 
may he justified in inferring that the ont- 
break there is traceable to sources further 
west. Tho discase prevails in Northern India 
—under the natse of mdhdanari or pali—and, 
as we have seen. las prevailed in Persia and the 
ucighbeurhood of the Caspian Sea; thence it 
may have found its way to Yunnan through 
Thibet cr Northern Burmah. Of course there 
aro writers wko regard China.as being the 
original home of the disease, whence it issued 
forth centuries ago to devastate the world.’ 
What their authority may be we cannot say, 
but probably it is no more Yeliable than that 
which has led certain speculators at all times 
to ascribe to China’ the honour of being the 
source alike of these diseases and inventions 
whose carly history is involved in obscurity. 
We can find no reliable evidence to show 


course, from vagueness of nomenclature, the 
history of any epidemic in China must always 
be surrcunded with a cerfain amount of doubt. 


we are, after diligent inquiry, obliged to accept 
the statemcnt—received’ alike from official, 
medical, and Jay sources—that although from 
time to tine varions epidemics have prevailed 
in Canton, especially in tho spring of the year, 
the particular disease in question has not 
hitherto been observed. * 

At tho commeuzement of tha outbreak the 
native doctors with whom wo came in contact 
expressed themeelrcs as quite ignorant of the 
nature of the discasc. They held no particular 
theory as to its causation or treatment. 


~ 


In Pakhoi the disease has been known for 
quite thirty vears, l-ut little attention was drawn 
to if urtil the publication of Dv. Lowry's report 
on tho severe epiderzie prevailing iu 1882. ~ 

Excluding as wiscientifie the theory that, 
ander certain festering coditicns, the virus has 
originated di. acto. the qnestien arises, How did 


starting pofnt was doubtless Yarnan, and thence 
it most probably fund its way to P i by 
one of the usual frate routes. The gr gh- 


» with Pakhoi .. 
aud Lien-chen, through which opium and. 


those citits, Enguity in ¢fficial clrolea’ shows, 
however, that ne cutbrenk of plsgne has been 
known at Nan-ning-fu, We-ehcu-fn, or other 
cities on tho West River, which we should 
expect {9 find if thi disuase had spread by this 
chanel. We feel, therefore, justified in oex- 
cludinuz: this route and limiting ourselves to tho 
mor probable suppositien that it, reached 
Pakloi overland) threugh WKwangsi or the 
berdess of Tonkin. Clib:ese authorities state 
thet it reached Pakhoi frem Tonkin, but as it 
iv known sporadically in th. borders of Kwangsi, 
this latter scurce is mere probable. ; 

Frou official sources wo learn that in 1891. 
the Miswass broke out in iXao-chao, tho prefec- 
ture siljcining Lien-chou, in which Pakhoi is 
sitnated; it had evidently, according to the 
Chinesa, spread northwards from the latter city. 
During the prosent spring the discase prevailed 
in other plavex between Kao-chao and Canton; 
tho outhreak at Yang-chiang was especially 
severe, and no doubt other towns and villages 
sutiered equally from the ravages of the plague 
in its march northwards. An ertatic course 
is characteristic of its progress, an observation 
which is fully borne cut by a glance af Mr. 
Rocher's map of its spread in Yunnan, where * 
that traveller remarks that, “ instead of visiting 
every Village in its course, it would pass some 
completely by, returning, however, to , those 
neglected spots months afterwards, when th 
epidemic would appear to have passed fas 
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away.” On the outbreak of the disease in 
Canton many persons, especially the well-to-do, 
removed into the country, thus forming fresh 
foci for its dissemination ; and in the same way 
the outbreak in Hongkong no doubt arose from 
persons having migrated from Canton to 
Hongkong while actually suffering from the 
disease or during the short incubation period. 
Apart from the risk of future outbreaks in 
South China, its presence there is fraught with 
danger to more northern ports. All attempts 
to keep out the plague by examination of steamers 
and quarantine regulations, such as have heen 


adopted at some of the coast ports, must in the. 


end prove futile, seeing that no control is exer- 
cised over the ingress of the disease by junks and 
other craft. Besides. there is nothing to hinder 
its spread overland, just as it reached Canton 
from Pakhoi. If it came to Canton by sea it 
_ is rather remarkable that Hongkong, which is 
nearer to, and in direct communication with, 
_ Pakhoi, should have been visited by an outbreak 
nearly two months later than Cauton. In 
Hongkong improved house accommodation and 
hygienic arrangements may in the future pre- 
ventthe plague attaining the same serious dimen- 
+ gions as in the severe outbreak of 1844; but what 
_ of the Chinese cities, where overcrowding, in- 
sanitary arrangements, and filth provide the 
conditions so necessary for its propagation’ His- 
tory repeats itself : the disease may remain com- 
paratively quiescent for a few years, but will 
surely be again called into activity under the 
same fostering conditions as preceded the pre- 
sent outbreak. 


CAUBATION. 
History shows that previous epidemics have 
been preceded or attended by certain conditions 
and circumstances pointing to a causal con- 
nection. 
1—Filthy and insanitary Surroundings.— 
The sanitary arrangements of Canton are 
similar to those existing in other large cities of 
China. Public water-closets are established all 
over the city, from which | o‘h feces and urine 
are daily removed and utilised as manure for 
the surrounding country. A drainage syxtem 
can scarcely be said to exist, unless we regard 
as such the ditches that run under the large 
paving stones of the streets, and receive rain 
water and refuse matter washed into them from 
the houses and shops. The city being flat. there 
is no fall to empty those drains, and as no 
municipal control is exercised over the cleans- 
ing of them, this duty devolves on individual 
householders, who, of course, attend only to the 
sections which more immediately concern them. 
Consequently the drains are more often than not 
choked up, and are practically cesxpools con- 
taining fermenting animal and vegetable refuse. 
In the smaller streets waste material finds its 
way into open side ditches, which are ustally in 
the same neglected condition. Several canals 


enter the city, and as the tide has arise and’ 


fall of about five feet twice in the twenty-four 
hours, a certain amount. of rubbish is carried 
off in this way. When, however, the river is 
abnormally low, as during the early part of the 
year, these canals are like stagnant pools, 
thick with decomposing matter. 

The water supply is equally. defective. 
People living near the river use the river water, 
which, containing as it does the refuse of the 
immense boating population, is of course very 
impure. The majority depend on surface wells, 
which exist all over the city. These merely 
contain surface and tidal water which has 
percolated through a porous soil sodden with the 
filth of centuries. Bad at the best of times, one 
can readily imagine the chemically impure state 
of the water in these wells, almost empty after 
such a prolonged period of drought. 

To persons imbued with Western ideas of 


sanitation this state of affairs must sound very. 


unwholesome, and no doubt would prove most 
deadly but for the attention which Chinese in 
general bestow on the proper cooking of their 
food and drink. As cities in China go, Canton 
is comparatively clean and healthy, and, so far 
as concerns immunity from epidemic diseases 
in general, may even compare favourably with 
eastern cities boasting of more elaborate sanitary 
arrangements. 

-2.—Prolonged Drought.—The rainfall in Can- 
ton during the winter months is very small, but 


-during the past winter and spring was excep-. 


tionally so. : 
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Intelligent Chinese regardepl this ahsence of 
rain as the most important factor in the pro- 
pagation. and dissemination of the disease, 
rendering as it did both well and drains more 
filthy!than usual. | ; 
3.Epizoitics among the [Lower Animals.— 
In adélition to the mortality among rats, we 
learn from Mr. Rocher that} in Yunnan cattle, 
pigs, and dogs die in great uimbers previous to 
the outbreak of the plaguq. Rats, however, 
suffer more than other animals, and are thus 
said to give warning (p'do hsin}, for they 
tumble about and die in the od ; 
The gsime circumstance was noted in Canton 
both previous to and during the epidemic. From 
districts of the city where thp disease had lasted 
for dome time rat i disappeared, but 
to which it subse- 


quently extended. ould come out of 
their holes in broad da\light, run jand tumble 
about jn a dazed condition and ‘die. Certain 
officials took steps to have alljdead rats collected, 
offering about ten cash per| head. | Up to 8th 
May. it was stated that the|lofficer in charge of 
the west gate had in this way colletted 22,0U0, 
which were duly interred outside the city. So 
far as we can learn, no other animals were 
affected. With a view to ascertain the cause 
of death. we from time to time/examined the 
bodies of these rodents and noted the following 
postmortem appearances :— 
14+8tomach distended and filled with particles 
i! of food, sand, and indigestible sub- 
stances; mucous membrane red and in- 
!, flamed towards the pyloricjend. 
2:4 Liver much enlarged and congested, and 
: "containing (a) encysted tapeworms (pro- 
bably Tiruia saginata)—these were pre- 
: sent in every case, in some as Many as 
i nine cysts being noted ; (b) ova of dis- 
: tomata, usually found in patches near 
the anterior horder—in some the whole 
: liver substance was infiltrated with ova. 
3.—Congestion at base of lings present in some 
—abont £0 per cent. 
4.—Glandular enlargement was present in 30 
"+ per cent. of those examined, but in a 
much less marked degree than in the 

. human subject. 

Ts the disease in man and animals identical >* 
Should bacteriological examination rive an 
answer in the affirmative, then we must 
recognise that these rodents are active agents 
in transmitting the disease from place to place 
for long distances overland. 

We regret that, owing to the strong anti- 
pesky of the Cantonese to any foreign inter- 

erence either in the treatment or postmortem 
examination of these cases, we hare been unable 
to obtain any evidence bearing on the 
pathological conditions present in the human 
subject. Much light will most probably be 
thrown on the pathology of the disease by the 
band of scientists who are engaged in in- 
vestigating the question in Hongkong. 

COURSE AND SYMPTOMS. 

iA few stray cases occurred in the beginning 
of March, but it was not until the end of the 
month that attention was awakened, on account 
of its fatal prevalence in a poor neighbourhood 
near the south gate of the city, and also in Nan- 
shéng-li, a quarter occupied by Mahommedans, 
among whom the mortality was very high. At 
this time the type of the disease was exceedingly 
severe—of those attacked quite 80 per cent. 
dying. Towards the middle of April the cases 
we saw were of a milder type; but the disease 
subsequently became more severe and extended 
its boundaries to other parts of the city and 
also to Honam, the maximum mortality being 
reached about the middle of May. At the 
“Fang Pien So,” an institution inside the 
north gate, we had opportunity from time to 
time of examining patients, and were thus 
enabled to form a more accurate estimate of 
the progress of the disease than by the 


* Proved by Kitasato and’ Yersin shortly after the 
date of writing. 


klender and unreliable information obtainable 
from outside sources. Rain fell copiously 
uring the month of May and beginning of 
une, so that many streets were under water ; 
he temperature remained comparatively low. 
But both these factors seemed to favour the pro- 
pagation of the disease, as by the beginning of 
une it was rife in the western suburbs as well 
as in the surrounding towns and villages. 

It is impossible to give any correct estimate 
of the mortality, as no official records of burials 
are kept. Comparing the estimates obtained 
from various sources, we believe the mortality 
from the beginning of the epidemic to the 
middle of June (the date of writing) to have 
been abc ut 40,000—a large number, but, in a 
city with a population of about 1,500,000, by 
no means excessive when compared with the 
rayages of this fell disease in other cities. In 
the great plague of London (1665) it was 
estimated that 60,000 deaths occurred in a 
populaticn of 500,000. ; 

Although a_goodly number of well-to-do 
people fell victins to the pestilence, the chief 
sufferers were the poor—overcrowded and badly 
housed. The people who escaped the scourge 
in the most marked degree were those 
living in upper stories and the boating popula- 
tion. With the exception of these put in boate 
after falling sick, scarcely a case was noted 
on the river. Many well-to-do people, observ- 
ing this immunity, removed from their houses 
and made their homes on the water. Judging 
from this circumstance, therefore, aud also from 
the fact that rats living in the ground and, 
drains were the first animals to fall victims, we 
infer thet the specific poison emanated from the 
soil. What the specific poison may be is not 
determined, but no doubt the insanitary con- 
ditions referred to, exaggerated by a prolonged 
period of drought. provided a specially suitable 
nidus for its growth and dissemination. 

The immunity enjoyed by residents on the 
foreign Settlement of Shamien is remarkable, 
seeing that it is separated only by a creek some 
twenty yards wide from houses where cases of 
the plague occurred. Not only did foreigners 
living on the Settlement enjoy excellent health, 
but no case of plague occurred among their 
servants living on the premises; the rats also, 
up to the date of writing, remain healthy and 
lively. ; ° 

Tho disease is not markedly contagious; it 
affects chiefly those occupying the same rooms 
and coming in close contact with the affected. 
Casual visitors. especially if there is free: 
ventilation, are not liable to contract the dis- 
ease. In its mode of spread, and in the limited 
area to which the poison extends beyond . the 
body of the victim, the affection bears a remark- 
able likeness to typhus, although the course 
and symptoms show little or no affinity to that 


clisease. \ 5 


The malady runs no regular course. and has 
no characteristic eruption or day of crisis. 
With or without premonitory symptoms, such 
as malaise or rigor, fever sets in suddenly, rising 
to 105 deg. or even 107 deg. F., accompanied by 
headache. thirst, great restlessness, giddiness and 
subsequeutly stupor. In from eight to twenty- 
four hours a glandular enlargement occurs in thé 
neck, axilla, or groin; ina few hours the swelling 
may reach the size of an egg, is hard and acutely . 
tender. Comasupervenes, and death occurs in 48 
hours from the onset orsooner. Cases lingering 
on for several days are regarded as hopeful, al- 
though relapses are liable to occur. The date of 
appearance of the bubo is most uncertain, and 
may occur at any stage of the fever; we have 
seen itas late as the fifth day, and as early as the 
onset of the fever. In a few cases vomiting of 
blood has been observed; in others petechise 
appear, but no characteristic eruption. In 
milder cases glandular enlargements are absent, 
the promivent symptoms being ‘fever. and 
diarrhoea with great restlessness and giddiness. 
Boils may appear during convalescence. Post- 
mortem lividity is very pronounced, giving rise 
to the term “ black plague.” 

The chief sufferers are women and children, 
most probably because, leading a more-in-door 
life, they are more freely exposed to the source 
of contagion. We have frequently remarked 
the number of female children suffering from 
the disease. A medical friend has suggested 
that as in wet weather Chinese stay in-doors, 
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aud so absorb a larger dose of the specific virus, 


the increase after rainfall may be due to this 


oircumstan °c. 


TREATMENT. 
* * * _ 


ment was at a decided discount, and but few 
cases came under our care. 


A. B. foreigner, resident in the city; was first 


seen on Ist March. Temperature 1045 dez.; pulse 


96. Complained of pain in right groin. On exa- 


mination found a small bubo, hard and very tender. 


On inquiry found that a servant resident on the 


premises had died the previons day, and although 


the exact nature of the disease could nat Le ascer 
tained, still, from the fact that the total duration of 
illness was under 40 hours, accompanied by fever | 


and giddiness, it was suspicious of plagne 

Temperature ranged frum 103 deg. to 105 deg. 
for four days, at the end of which period we removed 
patient to more healthy quarters. The temperature 


gradually declined, and under painting by iodine 


liniment and poulticing, the tubo was sufficiently 
soft to admit of incision on the 9th day, after which 
convalescence was rapid, although a fistulous opening 
persisted for some time afterwards. 

In the few cases under our care the line of 
treatment was, briefly, free purgation by calomel 
at the outset, antipyrin to reduce high fever, 
quinine and stimulants when necessary. Having 
regard to the fact that the affection is more 
or less a form of blood-poisoning, some benefit 
might possibly be derived from the administra- 
tion of germicidal remedies, such as-carbolic 
acid, bin-iodide of mercury. etc. Our experience. 
however, in the matter of treatment has been 
too limited to warrant us in expressing an 
opinion on (his subject ; the rapidly fatal nature 
of many cases we saw led us to infer that 
remedics in most instances would prove of little 
avail, aud that success must be chietly looked 
for in the domain of preventive medicine. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
et aig ae ? 
[We do net hold ourselves responsible far the 
~~ opinions expresed by our correspondents.) 


TUE DEFENCE OF THE COLONY 
AND THE EXTENSION OF, 
THE FRONTIER. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS,” 

Sir,—An observant visitor to Hongkong 
cannot help being struck by the totally inade- 
quate defensive power of the colony in regard 
‘to the immense interests at stake. Great Bri- 
tain is surrounded by jealous enemies, desirous 
of destroving her commercial supremacy. For 
that purpose alone they have built, and are 
building. fast cruisers, and establiehing, or try- 
ing to establish, coaling stations. Internal 
jealousies only prevent our enemies from suc- 
ceeding therein. . 

Asa Britisher I have, along with the majority 
of my fellow countrymen, implicit confidence 
in Great Britain's power of coming out top 
in the long run. But should war break out 
before we have got our defences into proper 
order incalculable harm would be done to our 
shipping and commerce before that war would 
be ended. : 

In the case of hostilities breaking out Hong- 
kong would have to rely purely on her own 
resources, for the British China squadron would 
be required elsewhere, to keep our communica- 
tions open, to protect our sea-borne commerce 
and the many ports teeming with British in- 
terests that lie stretched along the Chinese 
coast. Not one of these ports possesses the 
faintest power-of defence. The Chinese Gov- 
ernment, that ought to have the power of 
preserving their neutrality, has proved its 
incompetence during the late war, and there- 
fore it is certain that the neutrality of 
those ports would not be respected by the 
foes of Great Britain. ; 

The east and west entrances of Hongkong 
harbour are protected by forts. We may take 
it for granted that the forts are good, that the 
guns are good, and that the officers and men 
-are thoroughly capable of carrying out ‘their 
duties. But the south of the island and the 
north of Kowloon are absolutely without 
adequate protection. The south side of the 
island possesses many excellent landing places, 


Although we had abundant opportunity of. 
examining the disease in the city, foreign treat- 


! 
Ms 
THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
‘| surveyed and thoroughly known to Foreign | 
Governments, thanks to our unsuspecting and 
liberty loving British character. that hates and 


:| despises restrictions and espionage of every 
‘| description. Let us suppose that the enemy's 


ships have eluded our squadron and have made 
a sudden descent upon us. Itis quite on the 
cards that an attack might be made on the ere 
of, or before, our receiving the actual official 
proclamation of war, for in these shallow seas 
an unsuspecting looking junk would be quite 
capable of being utilised for the purpose of 
destroying our telegraphic communication. The 
enemy could land parties at Tytam Bay. Stan- 
ley. Deep Water Bay, Aberdeen, Pokfulam, or 
Sandy Bay; all of these places are vulnerable. 
These parties would of course be landed under 
the cover of the quick-firing and other guns on 
the enemy's ships. Their fire would simply 
annihilate “for want of weight and range ” any 
of our light artillery or rifles that would have 
the temerity to show themselves on the hills 
facing south. The distances to be covered and. 
the heavy hill work required of our troops in 
repelling such an attack wants a far larger 
garrison than we have in Hongkong. If the 
Hongkong Regiment were brought over from 
Kowloon, it would leave Kowloon at the mercy 
of any force operating from-Mirs Bay on the 
north-east, or from Deep Bay on the north- 
west. A force of from ten to- twelve thousand 
men would be all that would be required for a 
successful attack on Hongkong. Such a 
force could be carried in five or six of 
the vessels composing the Russian Volunteer 
Flect. Once allow such a force to gain 
the crests of hills 
Battery, Fly Point Battery. Belcher's 
Battery. the forts and defences at Lyeemoon, 
they would “by rifle and machine gun fire” 
render thoge places untenable. These steamers 
of the Kussian Volunteer Fleet have snfficient 
xpecd to elude all except one or two of our 
fastest cruisers. 

Russia aloue, on the completion of her Sibe- 
rian railway, will be able to assomb‘e, ship, and 
despatch such a force without.the knowledge of 
our authorities. For do we not know about the 
espionage that is exercised over foreigners in 
Viadivostock, au espionage that is never re- 
laxed, and an espionage that wonld be more 
stringently exercised than ever on the eve of 
the outbreak of hostilities. | The late China 
and Japan war is an instance of the way 
that secret preparations can he carried out. 
Therefore it behoves us to prepare ourselves 
for all eventualities by erecting forts in suitable 
positions on the south side off the island. The 
preeent time is an excellent one to agitate for 
such 8 purpose, for we are now blessed with a 
strong Government that seems to be truly awake 
to the necessities of Greater; Britain. It will 
be said that all this is the work of the military 
authorities. Granted. But a strong representa- 
tion from the colony would strengthen the 
hands of those authorities when dealing with 
the Home Government anent the supplies 
necessary to the strengthening of the de- 
fences of the colony. The defences of Hong- 
kong being placed on a suitable basis would 
be a gain not only to he: self but to the British 
squadron out here. A successful or a partially 
successful attack on Hongkong would be a 
serious blow to British prestige in India and 
the Far East. Residents out here must surely 
appreciate the meaning of that. 


An extension of Kowloon is also absolutely 
necessary for the future safety and welfare of 
the colony. For to the Kowloon peninsula we 
must look for ground on which to establish manu- 
factories. As very pertinently pointed out by 
“Observer” in your paper of the 7th inst., the 
one great obstacle to the development of manu- 
facturing industries in the colony lies in the 
scarcity of fresh water, The high range of 
hills lying to the north of Kowloon wonld be a 
splendid gathering ground for the much needed 
fresh water. Factories once established at 
Kowloon would take over toithe mainland the 
greater portion of the Chinese colony now 
located on the island. théreby giving the 
much desired room for tha widening of the 
strests and other sanitary arrangements. 
Hongkong would then be! regarded as the 
Enropean quarter, and would be the direct- 
ing centre. Kowloon would be the work- 
ing centre. With improved] ferry communica- 
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overlooking Victoria 
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tion but little or no time would need to be 7 


lost between the offices and workshops. 
Mr. Editor, you should use your influence in 


getting up an agitation on this subject, for it 


fa most sasuredly a serious matter for thé 
colony. The whole matter should be seriously 
threshed out, and the requirements of the 
colony should be sent home, as also placed 
before the new British Minister to China,. who 
will be arriving here ere long. Being a soldier, 
and an eminently practical man, one not im- 
bued with the contaminating influence 6f 
Peking, he wll no doubt obtain such an 
extension of Kowloon from the Chinese 


Government as will satisfy not only the 


commercial element, but the military also. 
We must not forget that Sir Claude Mac: 
Donald is a young man, full of energy, and 
desirous of making a name. Let Hongkong 


comé to an understanding about its weak pointa - 


and let the Chamber of Commerce place this 
matter in his hands.—Believe me, sir, yours, &c., 


BRITISHER. 
Hongkong. 9th March, 1896.: — 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE ‘DAILY PRES8.” 

Srr,—A: letter from “ Britisher” in your 
issue of this morning calls attention to the 
military weakness of Hongkong. Before deal- 
ing with the matter as an Imperial interest, it 
is natural to ask, “ What is Hongkong herself 
willing to do to remedy this weakness P ” 

I suggest that Hongkong lead the way by 
establishing a local militia with compulsory 
rervice for defence of the colony only on the 
following lines :— 

].—Every. British subject (Chinese of course 

excepted) resident in the colony in a 


private capacity to be liable to serve up | 


to a certain age. ' 
2.—Exemptions to be allowed on payment of 

an exemption tax (say $100 a month) in 

lien of personal service. = 
3.—Foreign residents would of necessity be 


incapable of serving, but all those in a - 
private capacity would have to pay the 


‘exemption tax.” 

4.—The sum accruing from the exemption 
tax to be credited to a“ Defence Fund.” 
the amount of which to be deducted 
from the military contribution, the 
balance only being charged to the ordin- 
ary colonial revenue. 

We should thus gain the following ad- 

vantages :— 7 

1.—An addition to our defensive strength. 

2.—The removal of the anomaly of foreigners 
using our colony free of charge as a base 
for carrying on commercial war against 
ourselves. =i 

3.—A substantial reduction of the military 
contribution: 

It is fully time that the obligation of con- 


tributing to defence were acknowledged in all 
Crown Colonies and -also in India. 
opportunity now lies before Hongkong if she 
would take the lead in asserting this great duty 
of good citizenship. She would render valuable 
service to the Empire and would place a fedther 
in her cap which would redound to the oredit 
and honour of “‘ Queen Victoria's eldest: child.” 
.—Yours obediently, 


ANOTHER BRITISHER. 
Hongkong, 12th March, 1896. 


Sir,—I have read with interest Britisher's 
lettor re defence of Hongkong and extension of 
frontier in your issue of the 12th inst. It is 
perhaps a favourable time, when the necessity 
for the defence| of our most Eastern outpost,’ 
trading-depot, naval-station, and cosling-station 
is brought préminently forward by recent 
events in America, Africa, North China, and, 
Siam, for me to point out two needs of Hong-. 
kong (both from an industrial, sanitary, military, 
and naval point of view) which cat easily be if 
not completely supplied certainly greatly helped. 

(1)—One of the great troubles of Hongkong 
in the past, which will, if not speedily remedied, 
be much augmented in the futnre, is the want 
of water. Well, has it ever occurred to the 
Government and the residents what a simple 
matter it would be for an enterprising enemy 
to (and suppose this to happen in the dry 
season) destroy the embankments of the 
and Pokfulam reservoirs and run-the whole of 
our store of water into the sea. 
well planted shells from a war vessel passing 


A great ~ 


Two or three 


. would be dangerous and a wilful waste. 


- all the islands of the surrounding archipelago 
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slong the ‘southern shore of the island would | 
make breaches in these embankments and the 
flood of water issuing therefrom would soon 
complete the ruin, and then, with these reservoirs 
dry for some months and the harbour block- 
aded, we would know what it was to have no 
water at all. Another method might be fol- 
lowed, viz.—spies or agents of the enemy might 
destroy fhese’ embankments some night with 
dynaniite. Or still another course might be 
adopted, ‘and the enemy land in force on the 
south side, cut the water mains, and reserve the 
water supply for their own use. 

Well, sir, don't you think it high time that a 
progressive community like Hongkong sank 
artesian wells (several of them) beth in Hong- | 
kong and Kowloon at suitable poiuts. if_ouly to 


supplement the present water supply,.not to 


mention as an insurance against the danger I 
have pointed out. It would be a purer, cheaper, 
and more abundant snpply than would be 
obtained by another reservoir besides being safe 
from a coup by the enemy. 

(2)—Another great trouble in Hongkongis the 
over-crowding. Well, it is high time there were 
at least one line of tram communicating along 
the whole of the northern shore of the island 
and with the southern shore if possible, too; 
the latter portion should be as far ag passible 
out of reach of shot and shell fire from an 
enemy's ships. The tramway would in case of 
an armed attack or blockade be a greal addition 
to the effective power of our defending force, 
enabling the troops to be rapidly massed where 
required. Some light field artillery ought 
besides cértainly to be kept onthe heights, ready 
for use and for the defence of the reservoirs. 

As regards the extension of the frontiers, 


sa Teo be annexed and the frontier carried 
well beyond Mirs Bay and Deep Bay. China 
will cede a province as easily as a small barren 
island, as witness the Russians having practi- 
cally taken over the whole of North China. 
More torpedo boats are also required and 
then, if‘the garrison was sufficiently augmented, 
our fleet would be free to go out and strike 
effectively, Hongkong being a refuge for them 


necessary. 
AN OLD NAVAL RESERVE MAN. 
Hongkong, 14th March, 18%. 
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HOW TO DEAL WITH THE TAIVING- 
SHAN MATERIAL. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 
Deak Mr. Epitor—Why do the heathen 
rage and the people imagine a vain thing’ 
The answer is not very far to seek when six 
scientific and otherwise intelligent men meet, 
together to discuss a vital question and cannot 
come to any definite understanding with regard 
to what shall be done with the houses, &e.,: 
within the resumed area of the plague stricken! 
Taipingshan. I believe most of these houses! 
are built of Chinese blue bricks, red earth, and} 
a promise of lime. If so, I firmly believe that! 
the germs of plague bacilli are in those porous! 
bricks in their hundreds of millious, too small | 
go be detected as such by the most powerful: 
glass, but there all the same, as there is not 
sufficient lime in the mortar or upon the walls 
to keep them out, and wherever air will pene- 
trate there they will be in great numbers, and 
no fumigation will kill them while they remain 
in their aurelian state. What is to be done, 
sirP To sell these honses as they stand for 
re-erection while any doubt remains would be 
a disgrace to this colony for ever. To pull the 
houses down and throw away the bricks, a 
am not presuming too much I would (through 
the medium of your columns) suggest that the 
houses be pulled down and the bricks re-burned 
on the groand (and all the rubbish and earth 
with them) on the old fashioned closed clamp 
system. This would cost about $1.50 per thou- 
sand for coal and labour. After being subjected 
to this process they might be sold by auction 
to be used again for house building, or any 
other purpose, without any fear of infection. 
If there is no ong on the Board who understands 
this process I should be very pleased to give 
them any information I can, providing my 
employers were willing —Thanking you in an- 
ticipation, I remain, yours very faithfully, | 
OBSERVER. | 
Hongkong, 14th March, 1896. : 


hs well as from a local point of view, is to 
augment our prestige and inspire confidence in 
our rule amongst the population of the main- 
lland by just and sympathetic treatment of the 
large Chinese population within our boarders. 


A OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
HE CENSURE OF COLONEL CHAN. 


0 THE EDITOR OF “THE DAILY PRESS.” 
S1z,—I agree with you that your contempo- 
ry the Hongkong Telegraph's defence of the 
ilitant members of the Chinese Chamber of 
mmerce is hardly a happy one. As you say, 
the suggested analogy between the action of 
those gentlemen and the case of an invitation 
by French or German residents to a French or 
erman official passing through to open a club 
in Hongkong does not hold. Put the case of a 
German official in Heligoland, before the 
cession, or s Spanish official in Gibraltar, and. 
one comes much nearer the mark. But still, as 
you point out, the analogy ig not even then 
uite complete. for the Chinese officials have 
jeen in the habit of referring to this colony as 
though it still formed part of Kwangtung 
province, and this fact by itself wonld suffice 
a reason for publishing the Viceroy's 
ensure on his officer and explicit repudia- 
tion of Chinese jurisdiction. I am one of the 
last of those who would seek to curtail in 
y unnecessary manner the rights. and liberties 
I our Chinese fellow residents. On the con- 
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rary, oct knowing what great events may be 
n store for us within the next few years, [ 
believe that our true policy, from an Imperial 


{But surely insistance on the fact of British so- 
lvereignty within the colony against all challenge. 
idirect or indirect. is a duty incumbent on all of 
ius, officials or unofficials. If J may hazard an 
opinion I should say, that an unfortunate 


ipractice of caérping apparently for carping’s 
‘sake, on the part of one or two prominent 
icitizens, otherwise marked out by experience 
‘and ability as leaders of a compact Reform 
iParty, has done, and does, more to alienate 


i 
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public support from them and the cause than 
any other circumstance whatever. 
E. ROBINSON. 
Hongkong, 16th March 1896. 


CANTON NOTES. 
a 
[FROM THE “CHUNG NGOI SAN Po." 

The manager of the China Merchants’ Steam 
Navigation Company in Shanghai arrived at 
Canton the other day. He is going with the 
Cantan manager af the said Company to 
Wuchow. Itis said that his intention is to 
establish an office in Wuchow, which has been 
declared a treaty port. 

The 'I'artar General and the Assistant Tartar 
General have issned a joint notification to the 
effect that a despatch has just been received from 
the Tsungli Yamen tothe effect that the Ministers 
of Great Britain and Holland have reported 
that false coins, which are most probably made 
in the districts of Ka-ying-chow, Hing-ling, 
Fatshdn. Amoy, Swatow, and their neighbour- 
hoods are often imported into foreign countries, 
either by passengers or by merchants who send 


‘them thither as merchandise, and that if steps 


are not taken to stop this fraudulent practice 
trade in general will be endangered. The 
Viceroy has consequently ordered all the local 
officers to do their utmost to hunt ont all the 
falge coin makers. This notice is especially issued 
to announce to all the Manchus and people 
who belong to the eight standards that if any 
one ig discovered to be guilty of making counter- 
feit coins he will be severely dealt with. A 
reward of $200 will be given for the capture of 
offenders. 

Admiral Cheng Shiu-chnng is seriously ill. 
His thigh is swollen up. He still remains at 
Tiger Pass. 

Fire broke out on the 4th instant in a theatre 
in Sai-chiu. The natives worked promptly and 
the flames were got under control by pulling 
down the structure, which was a mat shed. 
Sixteen persons were reported injured, but no 
lives were lost. : 

The likin station in the South Gate district 
for levying the tax on salt fish was broken down 
by the salt fish sellers on the 9th instant. The 
farmers of the tax have petitioned the Super- 
intendent of likin to effect the arrest of the 
offenders. 

‘As cash is so dear the Viceroy has recently 
sent a Weiyuen to Foochow and Shanghai to 
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buy copper and lead to mdke more small coins. 
The new cash, the making of which is intended 
to be commenced on the 15th instant, is smaller 
than the old one.. : 

Two hundred more soldiers have heen sent by 
order of the Viceroy to be stationed on Shameen ~ 
under the command of Colonel Cheng Yun-tsoi, 
son of Admiral Cheng Shui-chung. A good 


number of soldiers have bean sent back from 
Waihow and Fa-un to Canton. 


KAUB GOLD. 


enaaeecee coaeeaeee ees 

The following telegram from Ranb, dated 
4th March, has been received at Singapore :— 

“ Crushing finished, 2,200 tons stone realized 
1,119 oz. smelted gold. Prospects sure more . 
favourable.” : 

The above is the result of the Company's , ° 
operations for the period from 6th January, 
1896, the date. of last general clean up, 
until 29th February, 1896, the end of the 
Company's financial year in Singapore; 
during this period a few days were non- 
working ones, on account of the Chinese New 
Year holidays. ‘I'he gene al clean up has been 
made after only two months’ crushing, instead 
of the usual three months, for the purpose of 
enabling the Company's accounts for the past 
financial year being correctly closed. ; 

The total returus for the past financial year 
are :—6,174 oz. 17 dwts. gold from 12,299 tons 
stone, an average of 10 dwts. 1 grain per ton. 

The total value of gold extracted during “the 
financial year is nearly £23,500. , 


eS 
THE MAGAZINE EXPLOSION AT 
KIANGYIN. 


a 

Since writing one week ago, your correspon- 
dent has attempted to get a little more at the 
inwardness of the trouble in the camps here, 
but little success has attended -his effcrts. 
However, that a rebellion was planned to take 
place, beginning about the 13th of the Chinese 
moon, svems to be evident. ‘I'he plan was to 
kill the General in command. get: possession of 
the magazines and rifles, ‘and then make them- 
selyes strong in the city. The foreign iustruc- 
tors in the forts were to be put under arrest, and 
‘sent in well guarded boats, without injury to 
their persons, to Shanghai, or some place where 
they wonld he out of the way. That all this was 
not carried cut was owing to the accidental ex- 
plosion cf the main magazine, just across the river, 
north from the forts. The mafazine was 
being rifled of its contents at the time of the 
explosion, and a very large proportion of the 
powder and cartridges had been removed. 
Much of the powder was very old and the fin 
cans in which itt was stored had rusted. It is 
supposed that ‘the explosion was caused by 
friction set up by these cans being opened with 
cleavers. But no one really knows how the ex- 
plosion did occur, since no one in or immediately 
around the buildings escaped. An expert has 
estimated that the amount of powder consumed 
could net have been |less than fifteen thous- 
and pounds. Fonr-inch shells were thrown . 
three hundred and fifty yards. A shell,‘ at 
the distance of three‘ hundred yards from the 
magazine, cut a man into two about the middle. 
A hole ten feet deep by twenty feet in circum- 
ference was blown in the ground on the site of 
the magazine, so that the mangled coudition of 
those in or about the building can better be 
imagined than described. Rifle firing had begun 
among the opposing, factions, and even the 
camp under the guns of the forts had taken 
violent possession of ull the rifles and ammuni- 
tion-in their reach, and firing had commenced 
among them. But the explosion was so terrific ! 
in its character, and so destructive to life, 
nearly 300 persons being killed, thet the muti- 
nous factions were campletely and immediately 
awed, So that it is probable that the explosion - 
was, under the cirdumstances, a blessing in 
disguise. 

The soldiers in rebellion were Anhni men 
who had been stationed here for over twenty 
years. Last year the Viceroy, Chang Chih- 
tung, placed a Captain Kao in command of a- 
portion of the troops. Captain Kao had been. 
in’ Kwangtung for!a number of years, and 
brought some improved ideas of discipline and 
drill back with him, while his commiséariat 
department was looked after in something’ like 
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as honest manner. All this, of course,: dis- 


tarbed the happy-go-easy life of men and petty 


officials. For his pains, the captain: was 
_ thoroughly disliked by all under him. -Pro- 
posing to make more sweeping reforms: and 
dismizgs the snperannnated men around: him, 
he found that he had stirred up a hornet’s 
nest-in the shape of secret socisties. Orders 
from higher officials to disband these ; men 
brought the trouble to a climax with, the 
above results. Captain Kao received per- 
sonal injury and was made a prisoner. General 
Li in command has been recalled and his 
lace taken by another man, General. Yii. 
he orders to disband the troops have’ been 
revoked and the turbulent elements have settled 
down into their pristine lethargy. 

-To illustrate the carelesaness and ignorance 
of the Chinese when| one would think they 
ought to know bhetter.’a large supply of foreign- 
manufactured metallic cartridges were stored 
in the magazine and great numbers of these 
were not exploded. Tad these the people helped 
themselves freely. One man wishing to see 
what was in these strange little brass tubes 
placed one on a stone. fook another stone and 
began to pound it. Theicartridge exploded, and 
the ball passed through the man’s body.- kill- 
ing him almost instantly. —N. C. Daily News 
correspondent. 


THE MISSIONARY DEPUTATION TO 
PEKING. 


PaaS ee eee i 
- Reports have from time to time arrived at 
. Shanghai concerning the visit of the ‘Rev. 
Timothy Richard, as a representative of the 
Protestant Missions in China. to Peking. to 
memorialise the Chinese Government for the 
removal of certain hindrances that. hamper the 
work of missionaries in China, more particularly 
the insulting references in Chinese hooks in 
circulation, arousing the prejudice and oj|posi- 
tion of the people, and the suppression of janti- 
Christian proclamations which lead to nae dnd 
pillage, as at Chengtn. The Rev. J. Wherry, 
‘ a@ coadjutor of the Rev. “P- Richard, | who 
arrived recently at Shanghai, communitated 
} to the Shanghai Mercury the particulars as 
to the progression of the task they! had 
g Undertaken, up to ‘the period when he 
“left. Peking. but the arrival of the Rey. 'T. 
Richard afforded us an opportunity td pret 
fuller and later details on the subject, which 
this gentleman with his customary courtesy 
was pleased to oblige us with. In conversation 
with a representative of the Mercury, he! said 
he left Shanghai to proceed to Peking in|Sep- 
tember last, to present. if possible, personally. 
a Missionary Memorial to the Chinese Gorern- 
ment. Inthe Memorial it was asked that the 
Emperor ghould instruct the Tsungli Yamen to 
investi the whole question, in conference 


with the missionaries, and this was at ‘once. 


granted byethe Throne. The Rev. T. Richard 
and Rev. J. Wherry, and after Mr. Whaerry's 
departure the Rev. H. H. Lowry. |were 
also invited to visit the Tsungli Yamen 
whenever they wished. After the migsion- 
aries - had visited some members of; the 
Tsungli Yamen privately. they called mpon 
the British Charge d' Affaires and American 
Minister, who very readily acceded td the 
request to introduce them to the Tsnungli. 
-Yamen for the first time. The call upon the 
Ministers was in order that the official cal) 
on the Tsungli Yamen should be correctly 
made, and the two Ministers at oncd re- 
sponded with their co-operation. Mr. Denby 
and his son very:readily decided to accompany 
-the deputation and his decision was much 
- appreciated. -On November 14th this formal 
interview with the Tsungli Yamen ;took 
place, and it lasted about one hour and 
a half. At that interview the ee 
was presented and the Chinese Ministers 
saw by it that an investigation was dekired, 
and arrangements were made for a second 
interview. ‘The Memorial asked for 
things :—First, the real suppressio of 
Chinesa literature antagonistic to Christianity. 
because the missionaries believe such literature 
is at the root of the riots, and so loag as} such 
books are in circulation there is no hope of pre- 
venting anti-missionary riots; second,| that 
real liberty be granted to the mandarins, as 
well as to the people, to become Christians ; 
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third, a real cultivation of friendly feelings 
with the missionaries, as they ha¥e no other end 
in view but of helping China. The results of the 
deputation and Memorial may be cousidered as 
follows:—At the first private interview with the | 
Tsungli Yamen, two Iceading members, | 
Weng Tungho (virtually the | Prime Min- | 
ister) and another, said they considered i 
that what the missionaries | were asking 

for was reasonable, and after the public 

interview the Government jinformed the 
missionaries that they were at liberty to visit 

the Yamen whenever they fesired. ‘The 

Tsungli Yamen furthermore ‘informed the 

British and American Legationg that what was 
asked in the Memorial would be granted and 
an Edict would be issued in a few days to that 
effect. So about December Istjthe Edict was 
expected daily upon the assurances of two 
members of the Yamen.- But} unfortunately 
there came. that famous {Edict which 
degraded for evermore two men, one 8 China- 
man and the other a Manchu, and that China- 
man was one of the members of the/Tsungli Yamen 
whose attitude was most friendly towards the 
missionaries. From that time | Weng Tungho 
had not sufficient support tolcarry out his 
oriyinal intention. But the missionaries con- 
tinued to have several interviews with the 
Tsungli Yamen. and important! questions were 
raired which gave the missionaries good 
opportunities for explaining the real position 
and aims of Christian Missiéns, which the 
Chinese Ministers were not previously aware of, 
Besides these conversations, seyeral documents 
were handed to the Ministers bearing upon 
the question of religions liberty in general, 
and Weng Tungho seemed toi be in earnest 
to know the real state of matters. There was 
no immediate action taken by: the ‘Tsungli 
Yancen on what the deputation laid before 
them Seeing that the dove Yamen were 


uct asking any more questions dnd the mission- 
aries feeling they could not dd anything more 
in regard to the matter with the [fsungli Yamen, 
they called on the British and American .Lega- 
tions to thank them for intrOducing the de- 
putation to the Yamen, and to lask the British 
Charge d Affaires and Amerigan Minister to 
press the matter. as the miksionaries were 
leaving and hoped that the foreign officials 
would not lose sight of the, memorial but 
continue to press the matter) from time to 
time. Up to. the time of .tha departure of 
the Rev. T. Richard, there! lad been no 
reply made by them aa their memorial. 
But Weng ‘lungho having learned that one of 
the inissionaries was leaving, he did him the 
honour of calling upon him end explained the 
situation, remarking that there} were difficulties 
raised both by his superiors and his colleagues. 
but that, nevertheless, he personally highly 
appreciated the services that were being rendered 
by good missionaries to China. So far as he 
himself was concerned, the slanderons literature 
would certainly be prohibited, and a better 
feeling of friendship ought be cnitivated , 
between the mandarin and the missionary. As 
far as the permission for mandarins to become 
Christians was concerned, {all the Prime 
Minister said was, they had never been inter- 
dicted from becoming converts jto Christianity. 
Therefore, whilst the Protestant missionaries 
did not get all they wished, still. they 
succeeded in presenting the Memorial to the 
Throne, which many at first doubted; they 
almcst secured an Edict; and the good will 
from the highest man in the Empire alone was 
worth a visit to Peking. 


REFORM, 

So far as general reform is concerned the 
Rev. T. Richard sent a letter {and some of his 
books to Weng Tungho, saying thatif he could 
spare the time the writer would like to have an 
interview with him and disciss the question of 
reform in China. After a little time the Prime 
Minister granted the interview, along with 
another member of the Tsungli Yamen, and the 
rev. gentleman laid before them a general 
scheme of reform. After speaking for abont an 
hour Weng Tungho thanked the Rev. T. 
Richard very heartily, and said he wonld be 
gratified if the interviewer would commit what 
he had stated to writing, so that the question 
could be studied. This the Rev. T. Richard did ; 
and this was algo laid before the Emperor dur- 
ing the time the Reform ai in Peking was 
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in motion. The Rev. T. Richard “constantly 
met the leading members, and, with the Rev. G. 
Reid and Mr. W.N. Pethick, did” their bést to 
guide the members in their efforts towafds light 
and liberty. A great number of officials at 
Peking were, however, opposed to the move- 
ment, and are completely ignorant, the 
censors excelling the rest probably in 
that qualification. Some of the old Con- 
servatives hearing of the Club, and finding 
that the Reform Nociety had not memorialised 
the Throne, found a ‘cause for complaint ‘in 
this irregularity. The Reform Society, al- 
though they had not really memorialised the 
‘hrone, was not acting without consulting the. 
high authorities in Peking, and had their con- 
sent, The explanation was that the opposition 
was simply a question of party. The society 
‘was consequently’ disestablished, but now there 
is a movement ‘to reconstruct this Reform 
Society on a far better basis, with a view 
to influence aj,wider circle and make it 
extend all over the Empire. In the last inter- 
view the Rev. T! Richard had with the Prime 
Minister, the latter raised questions of reform 
and distinctly ; said “he was anxious to 
have the Reform Society re-established and 
placed on a satisfactory footing. Sun Kianai, 
the Imperial Tutor, had also been reading 
Mackenzie's Nineteenth Century, and this led to 
an interview between him and the Rev. T. 
Richard. : aa 
Like Weng Tungho, the Tutor igs a most 
agreeable man, gentle in his ways, with a 
great liking for discourse, and seemed anxious 
to bring about suitable reforms to meet the 
needs of China. “It is a thousand pities,” 
said the Rev. T. Richard. “ that these two then, . 
who occupy the immediate right and left hand 
of the Emperor, should not have had some 
experience of foreign affairs. Without know- 
ledge of foreign affairs it is impossible to 
guide China aright, but with this knowledge, _ 
though China is almost in a hopeless condition, 
much might be done with good and well in- 


formed men.” 


AN OVERDUE STEAMER. 
a : 
: 7 Singapore, 9th March. 

Grave fears are entertained for the safety of 
the steamer Teresa, Captain Slaker, which is 
now considervbly overdue. The Teresa belongs 
to Messrs. Wee Bin & Co., of Market Street, 
and she left this port on the 20th of last 
month for Macassar. She was last heard 
of as having left Boloeling for Macassar, 
via Ampenan, but although this is only 
a voyage of a day and a quarter she has 
not since been heard of. On the 5th inst., just 
as the steamer Macassar was leaving Sourabaya 
for Singapore, Messrs. Wee Bin wired to her 
to go in search of the missing vessel, and a 
Dutch gunboat is also rendering assistance. 
But no news has as yet been received, and - 
great anxiety is felt as to the safety of the 
ship. This anxiety will be greatly intensified 
among .the European residents of Singapore 
by the fact that the Rev. G. M. Reith, late 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church, is a pas- 
senger onthe Teresa, The vessel is insured 
in five- different offices for the total sum of 
$100,000—Straits Times. fens 


VICEROY LIU INCLINED T)WARDS 
WESTERN PROGKESS. ~— 


———<———— 
[COMMUNICATED. ] 

Viceroy Liu Kw‘enyi before he went up 
north was known to be extremely anti-foreign. 
While there he was thrown into intercourse 
with foreigners, especially with Herr von 
Hanneken, and therefore was able to sée and 
hear a deal that he did not know before in 
regard to Western ideas, so we do not wonder 
at hearing that he is more #vourably inclined 
towards foreigners. We are now informed 
that he ig thinking of making a number of 
improvements in and around Nanking. When © 
he arrived at Nanking from the north,“a 
short time since, when landing, those who ~ 
came to meet him naturally thought, he 
would like to go to the yamen by the new - 
Maloo, but they were greatly mistaken; he 
simply gave his hand a wave of contempt and 
tuld them to proceed by the old round-about 
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route, by steanr-launch and chair. He pretended 
to shun -the new Maloo that Chang Chih-tung 
had just finished, and, as Chang was still at Nan- 
king, Liu thought it was wise to have nothing 
_to do with the improvements Chang had made, 
for fear he should be called upon to finish what 
Chang had commenced. Liu also preferred to 
take up his quarters at the Kinchai yamen 
(yamen for Ambassadors) instead of going 
direct to the proper Viceroy'’s yamen. Al- 
tLongh Liu pretended not to care for the 
new Maloo and other improvements, as soon 
as Chang's back was turned he at once let 
those around him know that he intended 
to commence the murch of progress, and 
it is now reported that he intends to continue 
the extension of the new Maloo to Nanmen 
(South Gate) which will make it three miles 
longer. This alone shows that he is determined 
to go ahead in the right direction. To the 
surprise of many of his own people he sent ont 
invitations to all German commissioned officers 
to take tiffin with him at the Kinchai yamen 
yesterday (Sunday), and for several days the 
yamen underlings were busy borrowing and 
buying glasses, knives. forks, spoons, crockery, 
&c., for the occasion. Why he should only 
invite the German commissioned officers 
and leave out the civil engineers, of whom 
there are four now in Nanking, is not 
known, whilst others are surprised that Liu did 
not wait till he had got into his own yamen, 
which is now being repaired and renovated. 
Liu has also made another move in the right 
direction, in giving ordera to dig out the canal 
running from Kyautomen to Shakwan. This 
canal connects with the Yangtsze, and it has 
sadly wanted cleaning out for a considerable 
time, as navigation was almost impossible ; 
while, if dug ont properly, it would prevent 
inundation in the case of heavy raing,ete. A 
large number of soldiers left Nanking on Satur- 
day morning last to commence this work. 
Before leaving, Chung Chih-tung memorialized 
the Throne asking that Liu might take over 
all contracts in regard to the employment of 
foreign officers, etc. By latest intelligence 
from Nanking, then, it seems that_hin is in- 
clined favourably towards foreigners@ud Western 
progress; but some are inclined to doubt his 
sincerity, and think it is only pretence on his 
part; however, in a short time this will be easily 
proved. Nothing has yet been settled about 
railways, nor has the task of surveying been 
commenced, although there are two German 
civil engineers, as well as two from the esta- 
blishment of Messrs. Cockerell & Co. Viceroy 
Chang Chih-tung left Nanking on the 1st inst. 
in a Chinese gunboat; he travelled up slowly, 
making a number of stoppages, which were no 
doubt made to enable the officials at the different 
places to make their calls. He has arrived 
safely at W uchang.—Mercury. 


WRECK OF 1HE “ TUMBER.” 


Sg cime ceatanercdi 
The Chugat Shogyo published the following 
telegrams :— 
Pescadores, 3rd March. 
The British steamer Hunier, owned by the 
Mercantile Steamship Company, with 3.000 
tons of rice belonging to the Miteni Busan 
Kaisha on board, has run ushore on Sand 
Island. 
Later. 
The British steamer Humber, which stranded 
on Sand Island, has finally foundered. All 
hands were, however, rescued. Three thousand 
tons of rice went down with the vessel. 


HONGKONG. 


ep 

The bubonic plague has fallen into second 
place this week owing toa cattle plague which 
broke out on the Pokfulam Dairy Farm. One 
hundred and thirty-four cattle out of a herd of 
one hundred and ninety-four have been at- 
tacked, and all the diseased ones were, after a 
disgraceful delay on the part of somebody who 
has not yet claimed the blame, dumped into the 
sea. The dumping process was far from suc- 
cessful, as several of the carcases are now. floating 
about the sea in the neighbourhood of the 
colony. The number of bubonic plaguo cases 
has now reached 251 for the year, so that tho 
daily averege remains about the same. 
On ‘Thureday the Sanitary Board met and im- 
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further rise of six points has sin¢e takeu 


‘by Her Majesty:—An Ordinance to further 
amend the Bankruptey Ordinance, |1891, an 
‘Ordinance to further amend the Stamp Or- 


pen OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


pdrtant explanations were made in reference 
tol the sale of building materials from the Tai- 
pingshan area, which was the Retbed lot the 
disease in 1894. A Marine Court of 


nquiry | 


was held on Monday to hear charges preferred 
adainet the second officer of the Chittagong. 
The case,was dismissed. On the same [day St. 
Patrick's Day was celebrated by a dance in the 
City Hall. ; H 

iT'he Garrison were engaged in field firing on 
Saturday. 

| Uhe Loosok made a quick run up fro 
kok in five days eighteen hours. : 

‘There were 2.284 visitors to the City Hall 
Museum last week, of whom 129 were En- 
rppeans. oe 

: The Institution of Engineersand Shipbuilders 
has issued invitations for a dance at the City 
Hall on the 27th March. 

. The football match between the nou 


Bang- 


Football Club and the Rifle Brigade on [Monday 
afternoon resulted in a draw, each side| scoring 
ane foal. ! 
The maximum temperature last month was 
68.7, on the 24th, and the minimum 43.2, on the 
[5th, the mean for the whole month being 56. 
The rainfall amounted to 7.945 inches. 
' The two truck coolies charged with causing 
the death of a boy in Queen's Road by|ruuning 
him down with a truck were on the 1]th March 


committed for trial at the Sessions. Mr. Hast- 
ings appeared for the defence. 
: There was a rise of ten points in ogkong 


and Shanghai Bunk shares on the 1th March 
due to the conclusion of the new Chinese loan of 
£16,000,000 by the Anglo-German Syndicate, of 
which the Bank ‘is the leading member. A 


place. 


The following Ordinances have been allowed 


dinance, 1886, aud an Ordinance to luuthorise 
in certain cases judicial investigations] into the 
causes of fire. i 

Medical inspection has been estalflished in 
the ports of Indo-China as regardy arrivals 
from Hongkong, but quarantine will only be 
enforced where there is sickness or suspicious 
cases on board. The import of rags, old elcthes, 
and bedding of Asiatic origin from Hongkong 
is interdicted. 

Mr. Wan Buren, Agent of the P. M. Co, 
informs us that he is in receipt of a cable 
from San Francisco advising him that the City 
uf Rio de Janeiro, which left Sen |Francisco 
on February 6th, arrived in Honolulu on 1st 
March short of fuel, and that she safled again 
on the 5th for Yokohama. 

The Jubilee of Zetland Lodge will be cele- 
brated on Saturday evening by a ie to be 


followed by a Lodge meeting, at |which we 
understand the District Grand Magter, Hon.- 
GC. P. Chater. has consented to preside and give 
an address on the history of Masonry in the 
colony and of Zetland Lodge in |particular. 
All the offices in the Lodge are on this occasion 
to be filled by Past Masters. : 

On the morning of the ptt March Charles 
Murdock Mobberly, paymaster of the Swit, was 
tried by court-martial for being absent from his 
ship. The Court consisted of Captain Lane 
(President), Captain Login, Commander Wylie. 
and Commander Lisle, and the trial took place 
on H.M.S. Narcissus. The accused wax sentenced 
to lose all seniority as paymaster, was dismissed 
his ship, and also severely reprimanded. 


Mr. Frank Collins, Local Secrefary of the 


easily explained. The meter and |convectiuns 
have now been removed and we find that the 
brass plug of the main tap, fixed to the inlet of 
the meter, has been stolen. When this occurred | 
gas escaped at once and this was mast probably 
ignited by a Hght carried by the thicf. I hope 
this explanation will prevent any jaunecessary 
alarm arising amongst gas consumers. 
There was another armed robbe 
Thursday night. Six men, four of) whom were 
armed with revolvers, entered a mat shed at 
Quarry Bay Point, ordered the i E 
in number—to observe silance under penalty of 
peing shot, and then ransacked the premises. 
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On the previous day $300 was stored in the 

shed, but it fortunately happened that most of - 
this money had been paid away, and the desperate 
thieves could find only $50, which of course they 
carried away. The victims were so alarmed 
that they did not give information to the police 
unti] hours after the occurrence. This was a 
pity, because if the police had known earlier 


the gang might have been’ captured on their 
return to town. : 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


There has been a strike of hackney carriage 
owners at Saigon owing to\an increase in the 
licence: fee. ; 

The China Gazette says the Chinese up river 
have various reports about German steamers be- 
ing put on the run from Shanghai to Hankow. 

Hangchow despatches state a number of 
Japanese have recently arrived in that city for 
the purpose of purchasing property in the new 
settlements —N. C. Daily News. S 

The schooner Aida, twenty-six days from 
Shanghai, arrived at Port Townsend, Washing- 
tion, on the 9th February, having made the 
best passage across the Pacific Ocean on record 
for a sailing vessel. 


A heavy snowstorm was experienced over 
a large part of Japan on the 3rd March. A 
down train from Tokyo was blocked by snow, 
and found it impossible to reach Numasaki 
Station, so that it had to return to Shirai. 
The hills to the east of Kobe, including Maya- 
san, Rokko-san, and beyond as far as the eye 
can see, were on the morning of the 4th covered 
with a mantle of snow—a sight that has not 
been visible there for years. : 


H.E. Chang Chih-tung, we have been in- 
formed, has obtained the consent of the Throne 
to taking with him from Nanking many whom 
he had gathered round him during his short — 
régime in Nanking. Amongst these are Huang 
Taotai, ex-Consul-General at Singapore, and 
recently appointed one @ the four directors of 
the proposed Shanghai-Soochow railway, and 
several other well-known officials in Nanking 
and Shanghai. The reason given for taking 
these foreign educated officers with him to 
Wouchang is that he must have reliable men to 
push through the Hankow-Peking line.—N. C. 
Daily News. : mie 

The Kiukiang correspondent of the N. C. 
Daily News writes under date of 4th March :-— 
The Viceroy Chang Chih-tung passed here this 
morning on his way from Nanking to Wuchang 
on board his steam yacht, and accompanied by 
several other steamers and native craft, The 
banks of the river were lined with braves clad 
in their best attire, who gave the great mana 
salute with musketry as he-passed. The people 
here are quite indifferent as to whether he goes | 
or stays. Like the donkey in the fable who 
was being urged by his master to flee with 
him from the approaching enemy, and replied, 
~ Not I, leave me in peace to finish my thistles, 
it matters little to me whose donkey I am, 
as long as I have to carry my panniers,” 86 the 
people are not concerned in either the arrival 
cf Lin Kun-yi or the departure of Chang Chih- 
tang, for their burdens are made none the lighter 
in any case. : . 

We learn from the Shanghai Mercury that 
two serious accidents happened at the Shanghai 
Paper Hunt Club meeting held on the 7th March. 
In the first steeplechase Mr. Cumming, who 
had been riding Geronimo in good style, fell 
under his horse, who came down at one of the 
hurdles. Ag the jockey did not rise, Dr. 
Macleod and Dr. Lalcacca at once ran to his 
assistance, but a man-of-war's man, with com- 
mendable energy, though perhaps with less dis- 
cretion, ran aud at once raised Cumming and 
was about to carry him off to the stand. It was7 
found that the jockey was cut somewhat, but 


-was uot sericusly injured. He was borne off 


the field ou the stretcher. Ruff Led hy ‘this 
time fallen, and Mr. C. Dallas, who was riding 
in the race, at once stopped and got off to assist 
the injured man. His case was mre serious, 
ald in addition to being uncouscicus it was 
feared he had sustained internal injuries, He 
was borne off the field unconscious on ‘a 
stretcher and sant to the Genaral Hespital. 
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THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
‘MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. .;- 


COMMERCIAL. 
TEA. 
EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO GREAT 
BRITAIN. 
1895-96 1894-95 
LS lbs. ; fer 
d Macao ...... 7,448,089 813, 

Oe ee ne enn, 685,228 772,693 
Foochow ..., css sseeed.175,408 14,857,248 
Shanghai and Hankow.21,111,512 21,591,499 
40,418,247 44,535,229 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA. ne 


1895-96. 
The. bbs. 
BWMOV ccc ceecscesccoveeeseseee oe 48,828,- 18,832,256 
Foostow Howes sesesseessesese 6,006,001 4,126,558 
Bhanghai veaccavacevecseceseee 2 Q0LopgL0 25,796,160 
"48,924,564 48,764,971 


EXPORT OF TEA FROM CHINA TO 


ODESSA. 
1895-96 1894-95 
Iba. tbs. 
Haukow and Shanghai...27,240,663 22,565,423 


EXPORT OF TEA FEOM JAPAN TO UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA. 


3896-96 1894-98 
lbs. Tbs. 
Yokota .cccccscescssceceeee 29,092,147 28,686,847 
Kobe vacuscceccceceescceee cesses 10j522,433 16,726,614 
43.314,6680 5,413,461 
SILK. 


SHANGHAT, 12th March.— (Firom Messrs. Cromie 
and Burkill'e circular.)—London telegrams are 
to 10th current and quote Blhe Elepbunts 10/6. 
Raw Silk.—TLere are no transactions in White 
Silks to record, nnd quotations are quite nominal. 
A very limited busincsa hag passed in Yellow 
Silks. and no settlements of Jussah are reported. 
Waste Silk.—A few swall partels of Guin Wast- s 
have found buyers, but the mprket is ill suptlied 
and further arrivals this ehh unlikeiy. Pon- 


gees.—1,000 pieces of White Cheth havebeen taken 
off the market 21/22 in. by 70lyards at ‘Pls. 14.40 
to Ta. 15.25 according to quality. At ‘Tls, 2.6 
to I's. 2.65 there are still buyers of 21/23 oz 
Shantung of various widths and lengths. 
Parchases include :—Yellow Silk.—Mienyang 
at Tls. 2de}. . 


EXPORT OF SILK FROM CHINA AND 
JAPAN ‘'0 EUROPE. 


1894-95 

bales, 

Ghanghai.........ccecereeee sececces 49,003 46,285 
Canten....cccccrscccrvccsseccscecces 13,495 
Yokobama ........e-sccnceneeseees LS, 19,196 
78,950 


EXPORT OF SILK FROM CHINA SND JAPAN 


TO AMERICA. 
1895-96 1894-95 
bales. bales. 
Canton ..c..cccrssscsecesecevssess 94190 7,207 
Bhanghal ....ccsscrcscsccseceene Os201 73357 
Yokobame..........ccc00-+s0000+28,097 22,921 
44,538. 37,485 

CAMPHOR- 


Hoxraxona, 17th March.—Large supplies havo 
come forward and prices have fa!len. Quotationa 
for Formosa are $79.00 to $79.50. During the 
past week sales have heen 300 piculs. 


SUGAR... 
Honaxona, 17th March.—Demand has been 
rather betler and prices have slight!y advanced. 
Following are the quotations :— 


-Bhekloony, No. 1, White...87.86 to 7.40 per pel. 


do. » 2, White... 6.74to 6.78 ,, 
Bhekloong, No.1, Brown... 4.72 to 4.75 ,, 
do. , 2 Brown,,, 4.60 to 463 ,, 
Bwatow, . 1, White.:. 7.32to 7.35 ,, 
do. » 2, White... 670to 6.72 ,, 
do. » 1, Brown... 400 to 4.62 _,, 
Swatow, No. 2, brown... 4.51 to 4.54 _,, 


Fouchow Suyusr Candy ...... 14.35 tolj{u.,, 


The German steamer Bellowa, Hongkong fo 
Marseilles, 3rd March, took: 4250 boxeq Cassia 
Lignea, 5 cases Private Eff-cts, and 102 rolls 
Matting ; for Havre :—298 rolla|Matting, 12 cases 
Bristles, 92 cases Black woodsare, 60 enses: China- 
wate, 5 bales Feathers, 230 bales Banillooware, 
9 cases Private Effects, and 4/cases Cugios ; fer 
Havre option Hamburg:—7 cases Huiman Hair, 300 
eases Camplior, 25 cases Black woodware, P2 cases 
Chinawarre. 6 cases Silk Fans, 45 cases Baber 504 
bales Bamboo Scraps, 500 paqkuges Cea} and 50 
cases Bri-tles; four Havre option Hamburg option 
Antwerp :—55 cises Bristles ;|for Havré option 
Hamburg option L-ndon :—1,(10 cases Campbhor, 
and 7 cases Essential Oil; for Havre option 
Hambnrg 0,-tion London option Antwerp --—11 
cases Bristles; for Havre optign Hamburg option 
Londen option New York :—20 cases”E<sential 
Oil; for Hamburg .—100,cus Camphor, 3 cases 
Bambooware, # packages Ten, 45 ca es Preserves, 
2 cases Silks, 412 packages Canes, 348 rolls Ma - 
ting, JO cases Chinuware, 57 
bales Feathers. 30 bules Rattan Sbavings, 5 cases 
Private Effects, 5¥ bales Galangal, 22 cases Palm 
Leaf Fans, 5 cuses Coppcrware, 24 casés Wool- 
ware, 4 cases China Ink, and|18 packagea Sun- 
dries; for London :—6 bales Feathers, and 6 bales 
Bristles. : 


The P. & O. stean er Borneo, Hongkong to 
Lonton, 5th March, took :—768 packuges ‘l'ea, 
2.969 bales Hew, 76 packages Canes, !50 bales 
Waste Silk, dU cases Klackwbodware, 150 cases 
Preserves, 100 casks Preserves, and 86 packuges 
Sundrics. : 


The steamer Glensruin, = to, London, 
6th Ma ch, teok :—AU0 1olla Matting, 175 bales 
Waste Silk, and | case Private Effects. 


The German steamer O 
Havre, 6th Mare!, took :— 
eus-s Human Hair, 38 rolls 
Chinaware, 7. casts Black wo 
Silks: for Havre option H 
Chinaware, and 3 rolls Matti 
Hamburg option London :—410 cases Camphor ; 
for Havre option Hambury option London option 
Antwrep :—102 bales feathers; for Hamburg :— 
130 cages canes, 25 casks Preserves, 105 rolls 
Matting. 1¢0 cases Vamptir, {l8 cases Chinaware, 
and 3 | ackaces Sundries ; for Lisbon:—5 packages 
China and Lacquered Ware. 


na, Hovgkong to 
Al bales ‘Canes, 5 
atting, 136 cases 
ware, and 2 cares 
mbhury :—48 cases 
; for Uavre option 


The steatner Dimned, Hongkong to Landon, 7th 
March, took:—1lu casks Gingtr, 150 cases Ginger. 
29 cases Ciinaware, 30 cases Cigars, 95 cases 
Shells, 41 packages Shells, 23 bales Hemp, 30 
rolls Mats, 18 bales Canes, 35 drums Paint, and 
9 packages Sundries; for Lpndon option Man- 
chester :—74 Lales Waste Silk ; for Liverpool i 
1,247 bales Hemp; for Glasydw :—12 cases Black- 
woolware ; for New York :—15 cuses Hits, 


OPLUM : 
Hoxarona, 17th Mareb.—Bengal.—The market 
bas ruled yuict and rates close at $799 for New 
Patna, 880+ for Old Patna, $76. for Sew Berares, 
and $795 for Old Beuares. | 
Malwa.—Prices lave we 
diminution in the cewand. 
the curent figures :— 


x 

kened owing to a 

‘the following are 
i 


New oo... cee £740 with allowance 1 ta catlies. 
Oid wee $70 - btol2 ,, 
Old (3-4 yra. 770 os 1 to!l} 4 


Persian.—There has not Ucen anytliing doing 
in this during the pevied under review. Latest 
rates are R8UU to $630 for Oily and $180 to $780 
for Puper-weapped scccrding to quality. 

‘Yo-day's stocks are estimated as under :— 


New Patan ....ccccccccseencssdeocees seeees ‘969 chests 
Old Patna . i desuasecebessuedeseses PRLS, ss 
New Henares ....ccceeeee eee sdevetetuveveses ‘503, 
Old Benares ceeceeceeses sees Lutes Sacd teat ZOO .9f 
ALi Wa seeks enGde dee ed vine ee londssasseesssde Ole oss 
Persian oo. .cccccccsecccacesadeccsccseceeed 1,256 ,, 


New. | Old. New. 


$; 8 


1896. ° $ 


Mar. 12° 780 {795 | 780 750/760|- 770 
Mar. 13 785 _~—{790 750;760| 770 
Mar. 14 7274 (|7974. 767 "160;760) 770 
Mar. 15 9 787§ 7974. 767 750;760| 770 
790 «= {800 + 767 750-760 770 - 


70. 760 
1 


‘uses Bristles, 209 | 


' do., 1.000 bales American Drills, 520 bales Eng- 


{ exchange and therefore feel they have nothing 


Hoxakasa, 17th March.—The market is weak 

and decliving. Closing quotutions are:— 
pr pion. 
seveeed 247 to 2.50 
2.67 to .2.70 
sscsecctccecessee asta to 2.78 
Siam, Mieid, mill cleaned, No. %... 2.67 to 2.70 
». Garden, 4, No. 1... 2.85 to 287 
vil Whiter ccsecsseseresecercveseeces 3-0) tO 3.20 
wo} Fine Cargo coc cecescewsessseees FOL tO 3.34 

Honeoye, 17th March.— Amongst the ie 
reported are the following :— 

YAEN AND PrEecR Goops:— Bombay Yarn.— 
2' balea No. 6 at $6.50, 285 bales No. 10-at $71.20 
to +75, 305 bales No. 12 at £7z to $75, 215 bales 
No. 16 at $84 to $91, 300 ba'es No. 20 at $87 to 
*89. 7'-Cloths.—1,20u piews Mexican 'T.. A. I. 
Crewn xt ol 93. : i 

Metat .—Iron.—t 0 buono Iles Sit Bel- 


Saigon, Ordinarv  ............... 
be Round. good quality 
Ss Lon ...-..ecee 


MiscuLi.ANEOUS IMPORTS, 


gian smooth, at x3.4', 1.0 0 bundles sinall round 
rods ut $3.45. Yellow Metals.—50 cases Elliott 
14/20 ozs. at <Z-, 70 cases Vivian 18/21 ozs. at 
$28.25. Tin--100 slabs Siam at $34.75, 1,000 
cases tinpl ve-, 10U lbs. at $4.95. Quicksilver.— 
150 flasks at $: 11. 7 : 


nn 


SHanaHatr, 12th March.—(From M:sars. Noél, 
Mariay & Co.'s Piece Goods ‘I'rade report.) —The 
quantity taken by the Yientsin et amers on 8th 
instant was somewhat lers than was unticipated 
it would be, amounting in all to +7,9 0 packages, 
of which.the fo'lowing are tbe principal items :— 
6, CO bales Atmcrican Shbeetings, 1,26! bales 
English do, 10u bates Duteb do., 540 bal. s Indian 


lish do., 7.0 bales Dutch do., 300 bales American 
Jeans, 430 bales English do., 3U0 bales Dutch do., | 
S80 bales Indian ‘I'-Cloths, 160 English do., 2,720 
bales English Grey Shirtings,.2:5 bales Duteh 
do, 1,23U cases White Shirtings, 5 case: White 
Irisl-es, 450 cases Turkvy Reds, 115 cases Velveta, 
2,516 cases Dyedl Goods, 2,330 cnses Printed do., 
903 bales Woollen Goods, 4,700 bales sndian 
Yarn, 300 bales English do., and 50 puckages 

Leen received of 
their r-ception, nor in fuct any further paftieulara 


posed, in value of the advance in 
again, to enter into fresh transactiong. 
ure due back te;morrow 


reverses it inet with lo-t year. 
reg -mption of business with ‘Vient-in thefuarkets 
at all the other purts remain very quiet, and tha 
firmer appearance of exchange causcs’ would-be 
purchasers to hold off in the Lope of lower prices. 
Conseyqtently next to nothing has been done on 
the open m-erket, and very little more i orders, 
as far aa piuin goods are concerned, but there 18 
a brisk demand for all kin !s of Prints, and some 
dyed govds, while large contracts have been 
booked for Cotton Flannels. Buyers still 
resent having goods forced upon them, as 
shown by the prices paid at yesterday's: 
auction, and even at to-day's sale the; regalar 
chops, in some instances, declined more than the 
rise in exchange warranted. a 
Metals und. Miscellaneous—(From Mr, Aler. 
Bielfeld’s report.)—1dth March :—Silver ‘has con- 
tinued to rise, and yesterday news arrived that 
the Hongkong” and. Shanghai Bank with the 
G-rman Bank had succeeded in arranging for the 
new loan of £1: ,000,000 fo the Chinese Govern- 
meut. ‘The general tone is hopeful, investors 
regarding the future as likely to be prospercis. 
So far during 1896 importa have been very good, 
and those undertakings dependent for their 
pro-perity on the condition of the importa have 
ben’ very good, and those undertakings de- 
pendent fur their prosperity on the condition of 
the import and export trade of the‘fort are doing 
weil, Aa regards Metals business: has been: of 
inuderate dimensions during the week owing to 
natives desiring to wait for further advicea-from 
tke Noth, together with a reluctance to: buy 
at present high cost unicss forced to do so by a 
scarcity of stochs which at present does .not exist. 
Native dealers have mostly bought on a basis 3e. 


uiuch to fear fiom the ups and downs of silver. in 


Bheklocng 980 to 9.84 ,, the wear futuie, Lced.—A farther tiapsactian is 
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* quotations. 


_with a fair amount of business to 173 
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* reported of 100/200 tons L.B. at saine rates as 


last, Nailrode.—D alera lave stocks in hand and 
purchases “te arrive’ sufficient to enable them 
to continue their holding-off policy for another 
thr-e months and they appear likely to do this. 
in the face of precent quotations. Should Belgian 
Iron continue long at its t resent level it ia more 
than probubie that British iron mauufacturers 
will be entering the wuarket in enrmest as 
difference now ruling is slight. Copper and 
Yellow Metal Sheathi: gs.—Nutives are enquiring 
for both at higher rates, but have not yet come 
quite up to present requirements. Pig lroo.— 
100 tons “ Shotts" have been cold at Tle. 23 50. 
Scrap Materials.—Sales have not been numerous, 
hnt the market is steady aod un advance in 
values on this side is not improbably. 


JOINT STOCK SHARES. 

Honaxona, 17th March—The market has 
continued active and a fair business has been 
put through in most stocks, at, in most cases, 
advancing rates. 

Banxks.—Hongkong and Shanghais have 
further improved their position, on receipt of 
definite news of the new Anglo-German China 
loan of £16,000.000. Shares have changed hands 
at 187, 188, 189, and 190 per cent. prem., and 
we hear of one sale to an outport at as high as 
192. On time shares were enquired for at the 
equivalent of the lower rates, but no sellers 
came forward until the higher rates were 
reached, when buyers in their turn drew back, 
and although some few lots changed hands at 
various rates we have no time business of any 
importance to report. At time of writing market 
is easier with sellers at 189 per cent. prem. 
London quotation is £41.10. Nationals.—No 
buainess to report. 

Magine [NsuRANCES.—China Traders have 
advanced to $80, after sales $784 and &79. 
Yangtazes and North Chinas have changed 
hands, and Unions-and Cantons rule steady, at 


quotations. Straits are on offer at $20; jex 


div. 

Free INgURANCES.—Hongkongs have further 
advanced to $318, after sales at $312} and $315, 
closing steady. Chinas have found buyers at 
$91 and $924, closing at $93. 

Surpping.—Hongkong, Canton, and Macaos. 
—A good many shares haye been placed at 333. 
$334, $334. and $33} for cash and the end of 
the month. Forward a few lots changed 
hands at equivalent rates. Market closes 
steady at $334. Douglas's have ruled neglected 
at quotation with little or no business. The 
accounts for last six months are now under 
audit. Indo-Chinas have continued quiet with 
small sales at $63 and $634; buyers are now 
willing to pay $64, but no shares are obtainable 
at that rate, and even at $65 the number 
obtainable is very limited. China and Manilas 
continue weak with no business to report. 
China Mutuals have improved and have changed 
hands at £2 15s. and £8 10s. ex div. for ordinary 
and proference shares respectively; market 
closes firm. 

REFINERIES.—Chinas continue steady at 
quotation, and small sales are reported for cash 
and equivalent time rates. Luzons have further 
advanced and have changed hands at 867, 368, 
$69, $70, and $71, market closing at $70 with 
some sellers. : 

M1nineG.—Punjoms have continued to rule 
neglected at $6.75, and we have no business of 
any importance to report. Raubs, Jelebus, and 
Balmorals have~found buyers in small lots at 
the, Mining market generally hes 
ruled quiet during\the period under review. 

Docks, WH4aBXES, AND Gopowns.—We 
have to report another boom in Hongkong and 
Whampoa Docks./ The demand reported in our 
last at 161 continuing, rates gradually rose 
er cent. 
prem., after sales at 162, 164, 165, 166, 168, 
and 170 per /cent. prem. On time, a few un- 
important transactions at various equivalent 
rates have been effected. Market closes steady 
at 173 per cent. prem. Kowloon Wharf 
shares have been in a small but steady demand, 
and have changed hands at $48, closing with 
sellers. Wanchai Godowns without business. 

Lanps, HoTELs, AND BUILDINGS.—Lands 
have ruled somewhat quieter with sales at $74, 
$734, and reported ones at $73; market closes 
quiet with sellers. Hotels have found buyers 
at quotation. West Iciuts have changed hands 
at $18, and Hamphreys Fetate at $93 and $9}. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 243 

advance to J85 and 186 per cent. premium. 
Yesterday it transpired that the Bank, in conjunc- 
tion with the Deutsch-Aaintische Bank, had 
arranged a joan to the Chinese Government, 
on security of the Customs revenue, of £16,000,(:00, 
at & per cent interest, to run off in 36 years, 
This caused a strong demand for shares, and 
Lusiness was done at 190 to 19% per cent. premium 
for cash, 192 and 195 fer delivery on the @1st, and 
195 for April delivery, Shares were purchared 
from Hongkong this morning at 190 per cent. 
premium, co ting 189 and 73 Jaid down here, but 
local sales were made since at 194 and 185 for 
cxsh, and 195 for 3lst March. National Bank of 
China, Ld.—Shares are offering in Hongkong at 
$26 ex dividend. Shipping.—Indo-China 8. N. 
shares have been placed at ‘ls. 47), H.C. & M. 
Steambout shares, !o Hongkong, at $32 and §33, 
and China Mutnal 8.N. Ordinary shares, with 
£5 paid up, at £2 lds. Ol. ex the dividend of 6 
per cent. puid yesterlay. Ducks.—Shares in 
Boyd & Co, are offering at Tle. 200. S. C. 
Farnham & Co. shares have changed hands at 
Tls. 160 to IIs. 182} for cash. Hongkong & 
Whampoa Dock shares have changed hands in 
Hongkong at 162 per cent. premium. Marine 
Insurance.—China Traders sbares have changed 
hands in Hongkong at $78}. Unions were sold to 
Hongkong at $195 and $209. Yangtsze sbares 
were placed at $130 to Hongkong, and locally at 

$130 to $132} cash, § 30 with exchange 714, 

ard $132} for 3ist March, and $132 for 30th April. 

Cantons was sold to Hongkong at $192, and a 
large business was done in Straits ut $284 to $31 


| MISCELLANEOUS.—Wateons have been dealt 
in in fair lote at $12.75. Green} Islands 
with rumours of large orders from For- 
mosa have ruled firm and have found buyers 
at much enhanced values. Shares have 
changed hands at $13, $14, $15, $16, |$17, and 
$174 for cash, market closing firm |at $17. 
Electrics are still wanted at quotation, but we 
hear of no sales. Ropes have at last settled 
down and business has been transacted at $195, 
$193, and $1924, market closing at $195 with buy- 
ers. Fenwicks, upon the issue of a very good 
report, proposing a div. of 10 per cent., placing 
$4,000 to reserve and $16,490 to credit of next 
working account, have ruled firm with buyers iat 
$24, $25, and $26, and nosellers. Ices have can- 
tinued in demand at $100 to $101, but no shates 
are forthcoming except at an advance of a 
point or two. Dairy Farms are unsaleable! at 
anything over 82, at which rate a few sporting 
offers are on the market. The Company's hérd 
has unfortunately been afflicted with cattle 
plague and some 130 out of about 200 head of 
cattle have already died. Every precaution ig of 
course being taken, and so far with success, to 
prevent the plague spreading to the other 
dairy farms in the island, but it is only too 
probable that the whole herd of the Dairy 
Farm Co. isdoomed. Ewo Cotton Mills have 
improved and are enquired for at Tls. 70 after 
small sales at $65 and $67}. 
Closing quotations are as follows :— 


COMPANY. PAID UP. QUOTATIONS, eash, $29) for March, $30 for 8th April, and $304 
Banks— | ($361.25, s.&sellers | to $14 for May. ‘Lhe market closes weak with 
Hongkong & S'hai...: $125 189 p.ct. prem ,= | sellers at $30, while buyers do not off. r more than 
China & Japan, prf. £) nominal $29. Fire Insurance.—Hongkorga are wanted in 
ordinary! £110s. nominal Hongkong at $310. Cuinas have been placed 
To. — deferred: £1 ° £2, buyers locally at $88, to $91, and to Hongking at $92 
Nat]. Bank of China; delivery on the 31st current. Wharves.—Shang- 
B. Shares ....-. | £8 F826 hai and Hongkew Wharf Co.—Sharrs have been 

Foun. Shares... £1 $108, sellers sold at Tle. Llu to Tle. L124 for cash, and Ts. . 
Pell’s Asbestas I. A...., 15s. $10 116} for delivery on the 30th June. Tugs and 
Brown & Co., H. G. ...i $50 $4, sellers Cargo Boats.—Shanghai ‘Tug Boat shares have 
Campbell, Moore & Co.i $10 . $5, buyers been placed at Tls. 175. Shanghai’ Cargo Boat 
Curmichael & Co. ...... : $20 $y shares were placed at ‘Ils. 220 cum dividend, and 
China Sugar ...........- $100 4119, suley& sellers | Co-operatives at | Is. 191 ex div. Sugars.— 
Chinese Loan ’86 E. ...:T)s. 250 , 10 p. ct. prem. Perak Sugar Cultivation shares have changed 
Dakin, Cruicks’k & Co.! $ $1 : hands at ‘Ils. 40. A number of China Sugar 
Dairy Farm Co.......... ‘$10 $2 buyers Refining shares bave been sold, chiefly from 

Fenwick & Co., Geo. ...1 $25 $26, sales & buyers | Hongkorg, at $118 to $1215 cau-h, $121 for ~ 
Green Island Cement... $10 $17, sales & buyers | 3lst March, $120 and $1z84 for 3uth June, 
H. & C. Bakery ... ..... © «$50 $46 aud €126} for Slst July. We quote $)20 a8 the 
_ Hongkong & ©. Gas we] £10 $100, buyers closing cash rate. Luzon Sugar Refining shares 
Hongkong Electric..." €8 47, sales & sellers have been purchased from Hongtony ut $61 to 
H. H. L. Tramways... $100 “3924, buyers $U2, and yesterday at $70, which is the closing 
Hongkong Hotel “...... $50 $24, sales & rellers | cash price. TLands.—Shanghai Land Investment 
Hongkong Ice ......... 27 $10), buvers shares with Th. 30 yaid up were sold at 
H. & K. Wharf & G... €50 $48, sales Tis. 57). and fully ;aid up shures at Tis. 80. 
{fongkong Rope......... $50 «K195, sules Humphreys’ Estate ‘and Finance shares were 
H. & W. Dock .....0... $125 .173 p.c. prem,= purchased from Hongkong ut 39.50. Factories. 
Insurancés— Bt [S341.235, sales —Shares in Major Brothers. were placed at 
Canton... .cccececsceeees $50 $200, sules & buyers | ‘Ts. 30 cash, and ‘at the same price for delivery 
China Fire ............ | $50.-:9.3, sales & sellers | on the léth Ayr, Laou-kung-mow shares were 
China Traders’ ......: $25 “$80, sales & sellers | placed at ‘lls: 75 and are offering. Miscellaneous. 
Hongkong Fire ...... : $50 $518, sales & buyers | —Husiness has been done in Sl.anyghbai Gnas 
North-China ......... : £25 Ths. 225 shaies at Tls. 260, Shanghai Sumatra Tobacco 

Straits ................ $20 $26], ex div. sellers | shares at T]s. 110, ‘Is. 109, and Tls. 105 for cash, © 
Union ......0cccseceeese i 0 Sv0L4, sales und ‘lis. 110 for 8let March, Shanghai Langkat 
- Yangtsze.....: Sskexeesnd | $60 “$135 Tobacco shares at Tls, 310 and ‘Ils. 315 cash 
Land and Building— and ‘Ts. 320 for 80th April, Shanghai Horse 
H. Land Investment. $50 $73, sales Bazaar shares-at Tls. £8 to Tis. 6U cash, and 


Humphreys Estate... $10 $9.74, sales 
Kowloon Land & J. $30 $174, buyers 
West Point Building] $40 | $13, sales 
Luzon Sugur ...........- $100 ' $70, sules & sellers 
Mining— x i 


Hull and Holtz sbares at $32 cash and $33 for ; 
3lat current. Loans.—Municipal Deteutures of 
1895 changed hands at Tis. 11, Land Invest- 
ment Debentures of 1892 at Tle. 100, and Shang- 
hai and Hongkew Wharf Debentures at Tls. 110, 


Charbonnages......... ‘Fes. 300 © $724 _plus the accrued interest in all cases. 
Jelebu .......cceeee ee eee &}) $275, buvers 


New Balmoral ...... $38; $1.80, sates fa : 

Puijsm Renee ts $4 Pct, sellers Tusspay, 17th March. 
Do. (Preference). $] $2, sulex CLOSING-QUOTATIONS. 

Raubs ...........2eeee 13s. 10d. $4 25, sales & buyers EXCHANGE. » 


Steamship Coys.— 


: On Lonpon.— \ 
China and Manila... 


$50 . £79, sales & sellers Telegraphic Transfer ............... 2/25 
China Mutual ...... £5 , £2.15, ex cry. sles Bank Bills, on demand ............... 2/2 
- Do Pre £10 (£8.10, ex div. sules Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... — 
Douglas 8. 8. Co $50 ($524, sellers 


Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ...2/2 

Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 2/ 

Documuntary Bills, 4months sight2/3¢ 
On PaRis.— 


H,, ton-and M... $15 ($334, sules 
Indo-China 8. N. ... £10 \$64, sales & | uyers 
Wanchai Wareh’se Co. $373/$39, sellers 
Watson & Co., A.S $10 $123, sales & buyers 


are o xray ian Bank Bills, on demand ............... 2.79 

| CHATER & VERNON, Ehure Brokers: | C aits, at 4 mouths’ sight ~....... 2.84 
SwanoHal, 13th March.—(From M-ssrs. J. P. On Goa ; 2.96 
Bisset & Co.’s report.) —The market has been TMANd ...........-.. [une eee ees eee ees wen 


On New YorEr.— 


active during the week, and many stochs shew an Hank Bills, on pe} 


improvement in prices. Banks.—denyzkong and 


Shanghai Banking Corporation.—Shares were Credits, 60 days’ sight ............... _ 

placed cn tle 9th at 174 per cent. premium, aad On Bompay.— se 
nothing further was dere in the stock wntil the Telegraphic Transfer..................1B2. 
d]th, when rumours of « loam «aused sales to Beovk, on demand, ,......,...,---...---- SOAR 


am 
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On CaLcuTtTa.— 14, Cassius, German str., from Saigon. Messrs. Joh. Lauts, A. J. Gardiner, R. T. Crane, 
Telegraphic Transfer...............-.- 182 14, Hydaspes, British str., from Bombay. J. W. Hall, H..U. Harris, F.-A. Vuck, F. R. 
Bank, on demand................--.000-- 1824 14, Fushun, Chinese str., fro Shanghai. Henneberg, Franklin Brooks, and J. Bosshardt, 
On SHancHAl.— . 14, Tientsin, British str., from Canton. Capt. T. H. Balfour, and Dr. W. Franklin. = 
Bank, at sight .......... beer eee seen eneees 71g 14, Gaelic, British str., from $an Francisco. Per Benlarig, str., from London, &.—Mr. 
Private, 30 days’ sight.................. 72% 14, Activ, Danish str., from Pakhoi. Mowbridge. : : ; 
On YoKOHAMA.— ; 14, Kirkhill, British str., fro Bombay. Per Guthrie, str., from Kobe—Mrs. Rosenthal, 
On demand ............cceeeeceeeeeeeeees 2% pm. 15, Gen. Alava, Span. troopship, from Manila. | Mr. W. Glen, and Master Glen. 
On Mania. 15, Hailoong, British str., from Tamsui, Per Teenkai, str., from Liverpool, &c.—Mr. 
Fe On demand .............. jeeidad pees aeead 16% pm. 15, Ingraban, German str., from Bangkok. and Mrs. Mayne and child. i 
On SINGAPORE.— 15, Wing Hong, British str., from Swatow. Per Gaelic, str.. from San Francisco, &c.— 
On demand ea crenesgaesemenneetensree 1% pm. 16, Canton, British str., from Shanghai. _ | Rev. Lewis Quick, and Dr. Wilm. 
Soverrians, Bank's Buying Rate ..... 8.84 16, Bygdo, Norw. str., from Saigon. Per Hailoong, str., from Tamsni, &c.—Capt. 
Gotp Lray, 100 fine, peratael............ 47 16, Loosok, British str., from.Bangkok. Barcham, Messrs. Butler and Grindlay. ; 
Dang . y : 
a 16, Fuk Po, Chinese transpt., from a cruise. Per Canton, steamer, from Shanghai for ¢ 
TONNAGE. 16, Lyderhorn, Norw. str., from Bangkok. Hongkong.—Lieut. D. Dow, Mrs. Huanson, 
SHANGHAI, 13th Merch (from Messrs. Wheelock 16, Pakhoi, French str., from‘Chinkiang. and Capt. Hay. For Swatow.—Mrs. Focken, 
& Co.'s report.) —We reported in our- last that the 16, Changsha, British str., from Sydney. Mr. and Mrs. Dawson and three children. 
chee alae syste us sence ea 16, Elektra, Austrian str., frdm Trieste. Per Loosok, str., from Bangkok—Miss Smith. 
row p an an 2 ‘ : pes . es ait : 
opposition steamer Queen Olga, circulated to load at ic Noa aanp pe the str., ie icy ne Ped Het par Coy Trieste, ke. Messrs. 
253. per ton of 40 cubic feet. It seems hardly prob- », HRiangpack, uv! nese: Sthoy em aa Rae ass pba mse ease Reenen . 
4 alee as) 16, Namyong, British str., from Singapore. Per Changsha, str., from Sydney—Major and 
able that she will meet with any support from here, : aye £ : 
now that the Conference year is drawing to a close 16, Benmobr, British str., fr Moji. Mrs. Loyd and two children, Lord Dunsandle, 
and shippers have more at stake, in the shape of 10 16, Elax, British str., from Singapore. Messrs. Shaw, Muir, Wilson, Hizo, Mallens, 
per cent. return on past shipments, than the difler- 16, Sishan, British str., from Saigon. McLaren, Hatch. Hennessey, Graham, and 
ence of 15s. to a ton would compensate them for, in 16, Taichiow, British ae Bangkok. ae a oe ere re Graham, 
the event of their availing themselves of the lower 17, Pigmy, British g-bt., from a cruise. rs. Lromas omit, an xs. Daley. 
rate. Should she, however, be supported, Conference 17, Loksang, British str., from Canton. eee rage ieee 
shippers will of course receive that consideration 17, Deuteros, German str., from Canton. er Shanghai, str., for Shanghai from London 
which they have ulways understood would be ex- 17 Nanyang. German str., fyom Canton. —Capt. J. b. McKuen. 
tended to them in the event of opposition «pearing. | 17, Haitan. British str., from|Coast Ports. Per Chelydra, str., for Singapore—Captain 
Coastwise.—The steamers have left for the north, 17. Melbourne. French str., from Shanghai. Davis. For Calcutta—Messrs. Blum and Nor- 
~ oe ot ae | ete and some are ex: | March— DEPARTURES. man. : . 
pec ¢ ay with what cargo was awaiting : . 3 Per Mi : 
shipment For London rid Suez.—We have no im- = oe Kea iaieh a Sin ae i ir 
provement to report, and at the moment the amount | 15' Formosa, British str., for|Swatow. D. Landale. For London—Sub-Lient. Hendy 
of tonnage offering is more than sufficient, viz.: an- : 2B ap : 
ah : eee : Batak 12. Idzumi Maru, Jap. str., for Yokohama. P. B. Smith. Commander R. H. L. Risk, RN, 
talus to siil to-morrow the 14th, Bombay 16th. Rates ; ‘ 4 Messrs. R. Wood, B. F. Ra R. Th 
of freight are:—From Shanghai to London by Con- 12, Nanyang, German str., for Canton. Nei Des UNE Ay See eee a? 
ference Lines, general cargo 40s.; waste silk 45s.; 12, Wing Hong. British ae ee gue, MoDouee. eile seh J. ae 
tea 608.; Northern Continental ports, general cargo }2, Albingia, German str., fof Oy. he tags ey ence ak aes el ried e's 
4s, 6d.; waste silk 45s.; tea 50s; New! York 12, Brindisi. British atr., fcr London. Millican, D. MacAulay, J. Cheeseman, and 8. J. 
general cargo 40s ; tea 40s.; New York vid London, 12. Carmarthenshire, Brit. sty., for Yokohama. Walden! From Yokohama for Bombay—Mrs. 
ae Shae A, 5s. ; piu general cargo 12, Chintung, Chinese sfr., for trae Me meee bea pe ete K. = 
2s. 6d.; iladelphia, general cargo 50s. Above 12. Hohenzollern, Ger. str., Jor Yokohama. cura. rom o or London— Messrs. 5. 
: rates ure subject to a deferred return, as per Confer- 12. Lveemoon, German str., for Shanghai. Akaba and M. N. Yoshida. From Shanghai— 
i ence circular. London hy Shell Line, general cargo 12. Mirzapore, British str. for Europe. For Colombo—Mr. C. C. Collier. For Brindisi, 
ot 40s. less 10 per cent.; Mamburg, general cargo 5-. 12. Preussen, German str., for Shanghai. —Mesers. H. B. Pike, F. S. A. Bourne and 
net; New York, general cargo 50s, lew 10 per cent. | 42. Strathallan, Brit. str., foy Canton. Stahlgren, and Lieut. Solomko. For London 
: Havre direct, general cargo 37s. 6d. net; Genoa, 12. Zatiro, British str.. for Manila ’ | via Marseilles—Messrs. W. H. Marks and 
ws cones 35s, cay cargo ne net ; ipa tallow Un ‘Afridi British eee for'S seo Clinton Jensen. For London—Mr. and Mrs. 
358. ; general cargo 37s. Gd_ net. 44s. per tan of 20 Ske Se cage td ene ; : : 
‘ewt. for above three ports, New York by sail, 2s. Ly el ain caer ieee str., for Shanghai from -Genoa 
6d.: New York by Pacific Lines, little dai ~ Coast 4, Benledi, Britisir str., [0 , ron. ooh nan 4 ” 
rates eee to hiatyglial “S110 hee te Sui 13, Frejr, Danish str., for Hoihow, —Messrs, C. Luhrs, M. Homann, B. Gumann, 
Nagasaki to Shanghai $1 per ton cual. No disengasse| 13, Namoa, British str., for Swatow. R. Lolim, and -E. Frohlig, Mr. and Mrs. P. 
vessel in port. 13, Ancona, British str., for pouches Wilkinson. From Naples—Dr. Zimmermann, 
13, Teenkai, British str., for Shanghai. Mr. and Mrs. Schroter, and Mr. B. Willkomm.' 
1 VESSELS ON ‘THE KERTH. 14, Ariake Maru. Jap. str. for Kutchinotzn. From Bremen—Misses L. Gust, A. Lindguss,. 
-For Lonpox.—Bombay (atr.), Nestor (str.) 14, Hanoi, French str., for Haiphong. S. Malmstrom, Laura Hanson, H. Larson, Blise 
Telena (str.), Tosa Maru (str.), Formosa (-tt.), 14, On Sang, British str., fof Java. Jacobson, Anna Johannsen, Anna Anderson, 
Rosetta (str.). 14, Propontis, British str., for Singapore. Anna Ludblatt, E. Erikson, Alsertina Yorsen, 
For Brewen.—Preussen (str.). 15, Amara, British str., for Shanghai. aud A. Richise, Messrs. O. Forsberg, A. Pabn, 
For Havee.— Dorothea Rickmers (str.), Frigga 15, Benlarig. British str., fo Kobe. C. Blomberg, Otto Ohberg. and M. Nustrom. 
(str.). i Foochow, British str., for Chefoo. From Southampton—Messrs. J. Prentice, H. 


For Saw Franciscn.— Gaelic (str.), Caty of Peking Wyse Aten - fori Karelsherg. Y. Sven Person, C. M. York, J. 
(str.), Coloma, Queen Elizabeth. a ete ae tin asian Valentine, Kennedy, Dr. Gillison, Rev. and Mrs- 
For Victout:.— Tacoma (str.). 5, Wupeli Biitish str fe Amoy ; J. Fjellstrom. From Antwerp—Mr. P. Fern. 
For New York.— Cerastes, Queen Olga (str), = Machew British freee er Bangkok wick. From Singapore—Mr. and Mrs. Ch. W. 
T. F. Oakes, Tam O'Shanter. = : A aaa Home, Mrs. O. Sang. From Hongkong—Mrs. 


l 
} . 1 : ‘. 
For AusTRatia.— Guthrie (str.), T'sinun (str.). : , Michael Jebsen, German;str., for Swatow. 


5, Oslo, Norw. str., for Port Darwin. 
15, Tientsin, British str., fot Shanghai. 


Kirchmer, Major Jobnson, Messrs. J. Schwela, 
Leo. von Wonendortf, J. H. Garrels, J. H. 


: SHIPPING. 18. Pigmy, British gunboat; for a cruise. Perry, J. Gibson, J. H. Cocksedge, C. Galland, 
+ —— 1s, Canton, British str., for Canton. J. B. Mallow, A. F. Imhoff, Grossmann, and O. 
ABRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 1G. Foochow, British str., for Chefoo. .| King Sang. 
MAIL. 1G. Pakhoi British str., for Canton. Per Hohenzollern, str., for Yokohama—Col. 
1G, Senta, German str., for Hamburg. and Mrs. Cuniberti, Rev. and Mrs. Moore, Mr. 
HONGKONG. it, Vorwaerts German str.,|for T'amsui: | and Mrs. Haufsmann von Scheven, Rev. Shard 
March— ARRIVALS. 16. Fuk Po, Chinese transport, for Ganon and family, Messrs. T. H. Karshaw, W. H. Cook, 
11, China, German str., from Saigon. 17. Ask Danish str., for H Mow. ; and. H. Lindsay Fitzpatrick. For Hyogo—Mrs. 
11, Guthrie, British str., from Kobe. i Byydo, Norw ete for Canton C. Westphalen, Messrs. Raspes and family and ~ 

11, Hupeh, British str., from Sourabaya. 17 Helooa British str., for Swatow. Schwanke. For Nagasaki—Mr. On Sing Sang. 

11, Staathallan, British str., from Hongay. 17 Locxok Fatih ste foe Canton Per Ancona, str., from Hongkong for Yoko-  ~ 
12, Frogner, Norw. str., from Bangkok. 17 Win Hoe British str. for Swatow hama—Mrs. R. D. Lock, Mrs. Tocque and child, 
i 12, Benlarig, British str., from Singapore. : a ee _Q -* Misses Schwann (2), Rev. W. Feistkorn, Messrs. 

p Fr gap 17. Elektra, Austrian str., for Shanghai. eee : : 

12, Anjer Head, British str., from Saigon. 17. Guthrie, British str., fot Sydney. Albert E. Smith, E.R.A., A. P. Brown, Sestier, 
12, Wuotan, German str., from Saigon. 17 Ki . ak: Chinese sie Aas Canton andC. L. Plant. For Kobe—Sir John Poynder, 
12, Foochow, British str., from Amoy. 7 Tike ia British str rout Caloutta Messrs. E. W. Beckett, Da Silva, and F. Brooks. 
i 12, Tailee, Germian str., from Swatow. 7 Macdi f Fi ritish str., for Saigon : For Nagasaki from London—Rev. W. Trollop,. 
| 12, Teenkai, British str., from Liverpool. 17. Oc aay ’ British ste. fo Wbe : Messrs, Badcock and Hillary. For Kobe from 
12, Chintung, Chinese str., from Canton. Aer clacin: Geemaniale,, fe Aine Colombo—Hon. H. Elphinstone. For Yoko- 
1 12, Alger, French ironclad, from a cruise. 17, w sh ie Genuat ete fbr Sai fe hama from London——Rev. and Mrs. Campbell, 
12, Decima, German str., from Saigon. Ran vewnee re ie oo Mrs. Mempes and child, Messrs. Porch, W.. 
18, Senta, German str., from Kobe. Tae Vernon, F. W. Whitlock, and C. W. Baird. 
13, Devawongse, British str., from Bangkok. PASSENGER LIST. From Brindisi—Mr. and ‘Mrs. Whitney, Mr. 


13, Menelaus, British str., from Liverpool. ARRIVED. Guthrie. From Ismailia—Coant Oriola, Dr. 
18, Jacob Christensen, Norw. str., frou Saigon. Per Ocampo, steamer, fro Australia, &c.— | aud Mra. Miller, Count Nako, Mr. Gowthorpe. 
18, Michael Jebsen, Ger. str., from Pukhoi. | Messrs. J. H. Lindsay, and #redericks. Mr. aud Mrs. Robertson, Miss‘Donglas. From 
18, Ask, Danish str., from Haiphong. Per Preussen, str. from Bremen—Mr. and Bombay—Lady Nenta Fitsgerald and Lady Eva 
A4, Foochow, British str, from Cant Mrs. Howard Ringer, Mr. and Mrs. H:. Schroter, 


Bue se aes Sees . aed eee er ee eS 


